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COERECTION. 

P^n-alhJ-Text edition of CJtaucer's Minor Poems, p. 423, note 1, lines 13, 14, 

Whittingham's Chaucer 1822, and the Aldine of ISiE, both have the Bukion, with the name in 
the first line : Singer, vol, iv. p. 239, " My maBtar, Bukton," &c. ; Aldine, vol. v. p. 299, 
" My master Bukton," liO. But both edItioDii leave the title of the poem out of their 
tables of Contents, and both print it, like the old editions do, without a heading, as a 
kind of tag to the Dethe of Slaunche or Booli£ of the DvcJieue, from which only a 
short ' rule ' separates it. Twaa this want of the h,eading which caued my mistake as I 
turnd over the leaves of the two editions, — t'. J. F, 
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1. 

TWO BITS OF 

f^e |arlament of Jfoules:- 

MS Hh 4. 12, Cambr. Univ. Libr., 365 lines. 
Land MS 416 (BodL Libr., OxfoKl), U2 lines. 
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1. i. la, cjjiBs. umr. jjbb. 



[JtfSHh. 4. 12, Gawbr. Univ. Libr., leaf^i {veHumand 
paper, n450-GO A.D.).] 

(1) [77(8 Proem.] 

THe lyfe eo short / the craft bo long to leme 
The aasay ao Lard / bo Bharp the corequerynge 
The dreftiH ioy that alway flytt so yomo 
AH thya mene I hy loTe / that my felynga 4 
AfltownytB with hys wondrefiiH wirkynge 
So aore I-wys / that whan I on hym thynk 
Ifot wotte I Tele whedyr I flete or syuk 7 

(2) 
IT For a& be that I know not love in dede 
Ke wote how that he qwytytfi folk hyr hyro 
Jit happytfi me fatt ofte in boke rede 
Of hys miraclys and hya cniett ire 11 

There rede I weft that he wyft he lord and aire 
I dar not say hya strokw bett bo aore 
But god save suche a lord / I can no more 14 

(3) 

IF Of Tsage what for luat what for lore 

On bokw rede I ofte as I )ow told 

But wherfor I apeke aft thya / not yore 

Agone / hit happyd rae to be-hold 18 

Vpon a boke I-writto witli letters old 

And thenipon a cort^yn. thjng to leme 

The long day I red futt fast and jemo 21 

(*) 

IF For owt of old feldya as men sayne 

Comylfi aft thys new come from jere to jere .-. 

And out of old hokya in good faytfi 

Comytb aft thys new Bcieus that men leie 25 

But now to purpose / as of tbys matere 

To rede fortll 1 can me bo dehte 

That aft that day me thow^t hit but a lite 28 
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[iflKrf MS il^ formerly Laud K. 63 (jtoper, 7 1460-70, Beil. Zt*r.), 
Uaf2%&. The EnglUh. Vegeeiui in iU MS, leaf 22% bk, U ngned 
" Soriptuf Bhodo par 3obannem Neulon' di« £S Octobris 14Gd."] 

OP the assemble of y byrdis on Seint Yolantms day. 

\Thi» title is in the right margin, ojipogile st. 3.] 

(1) [rae Proem.] 

the lyf so short the craft so long to leme 

The assay so sharp bo hard f conqueryng 

The diedfuH ioy that ^-wey elydyf so yemte 

AH this mene I by love at my felyng 4 

Astonyd witft Ms wondirfuH wertyng 

So sore ewys that whau y on hym thynk 

Nought wote I weH whejiw y flete or synf 7 

(2) 
For all be that I know not lore in dede 
Nor wot how J>at he qaytitfi folt her hyre 
yet bappyth me in bokys for to rede 
Off" his myrakyls and his cmeH yre 1 1 

Ther rede I welle he wiH bo lord & Byre 
I dare not seyne his strokys ben so sore 
But god save suche a lord I sey no more li 

(3) 

Of* Tsage what for lust & what for lora 

In bokya rede I oft as y now told 

But wberfoT that 1 speke b& is not thore 

AgeoB yt happyd me for to be-hold 18 

Which booki was wretyn witA leHris old 

And Jier-Tppon A certeyne thyng to leme 

The long day f»dl fast y red & yeme 21 

(*) 

For oP tbise old fyldis as men Boi1£ 

Comyth eA this new come fro y&ce to yere 

So out of old hokyB in good feith 

Comyth aE this new Ciens fat men lere 25 

But now to purpos as of this matere 

To rede fortfi yt gan me to delyte 

That aH (.' day me thought it but a lyte 28 
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(5) ' 
IT This boke of whidl I make of mencioO 
Entillyd was att there ae I ehaB telle 
TnlliiM of ttie dreme of Cipion 
CliapterB seuen / it had of heuen and helle 
And erthe and sowles that therein dwells 
Of whii^ aa ahortly as I can hit trete 
Of hjB sentence I ab^ ;ow say the grete 

(6) 
if First tellyth hit whan Cipion was come 
In affrice / how he metytJl maesanysse 
That hym for ioy in armys hattl I-nome 
Than tcllyth he hyr epeche and all: hyr blysBe 
That was betwene them tyU f day can mysse 
And how hys auncestre Affrican eo dere 
Gan in hys alepe that nyght tytt hym appere 

(I) 

IT Than telly1£ it how that &om a eterry place 
How afbican hat£ hym cartage shewyd 
And warnyd hym byfoie of all pia grace 
And said hym what man leryd or lewde 
That louyth comyfi profette wdi I-thewyd 
He shuld in to a blisfutt place wend 
There as ioy is wttft owtyn ende 

(8) 
IT Than axed he yf folk that here be ded 
Han lyfe and dwellyng in a no}ier place 
And affi^oan sayd / jee with outyn any drede 
And how owi" present worldys lyrys space 
Ment but a maner deUl what we trace 
And ly^tfu.tl' folk shtdl goo aftyr they dye 
To heven / and shewiUi hym Galaxie 
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PARIAMBNT OF F0DLE8. LAUD US ■ 

(B) 
Xhia boke ofi which I make of mencion 
Entitled was here as I ehaS teH 
Tulliue of the dreme of" Scipion 
Chapiters Tij yt had oP hevyn & hidt 
And erthe and sovlis ther-ia dtidl 
Of* which as shortty as I can jt trede 
Of hia sentence I wylle yow seyn J° grete 

(6) 
Fyret tellyth yt whan Scipion was come 
In afferyt how he metytfi massanya 
That hym for ioy in Armya hath enome 
Than tellylji he het speche & of the hlys 
That was bytwyz hem till pal day gan mya 
And how hia auncetre Affrycan son dere 
Gan in hia alepe that uigfit tyfi hym appero 

m 

Than tellyth he that from a sterry place 
How afTrykan hath hym cartage ehewid 
And wamyd hym byfom) oP aH his grace 
And seid hym what may lerid ot lewid 
That lovytfi comyn profyte weH ethewid 
He shuld in-to a blysfuH place wend 
Thei* aa ioy ia wt'tA-outyn eny end 

(8) 
Than aakyd he if" folk" that here ben ded 
Have lyf and duellyng in A-nothii place 
ASrycan seid ye witA-ow^n dred 
And how oure present lyfis space 
Ment but A manor detfi what way we trace 
And riglltfuH folk" shtdl gon) after they dye 
To hevyn and shewid hym the galoxie 
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' rOULBB. Eh. 4. la, CAUBIt. UNIV. LIBB. 



(9) 

IF Than ahewith lie hym the UtyH erthe fat h 

At the regard of heTjns qaantjte 

And aftyt shewitii he hym the .ix. sperys 

Aad aftyr that the melodie herd he 

That comyth of thiUc aperys thryae thre 

That wellya of musik be and melodje 

In thya world here / and cana' 



(10) 
IT Than e^d he sythe erthe vaa ho lite 
And futt' of tuiment and of hard grace 
That he no ehuld hym in thya world dellte 
Than told he hym that in eertayn jetys space 
That ever aterre shuld cumme into hya place 
Ther he was firat / and att ahuld out of mynd 
That in thya world ia done of afi man kynde 

(") 

IF Than piayed he hym Cipion to teH hym all 

The way to come . into that heuenly blysae 
And he aaii] / know first thyaelf immortatt 
And loke ay hesily that thow wirche & wyaae 
To comyn profette / and thow ab^ not mysae 
To cum awyftly vnto that place dere 
That awote of blyaae ie and aowlya clere 

(12) 
IT But hrekera of the lawe / the aothe to aayne 
And licoTOua folk / aftyr- they he dede 
ShnH whyrld abowt the world alway in payne 
TyH many world be passyd out of drede 
And then for-jeuen att ther wykyiJ dede 
Than ehult they comyQ to that blysfuH place 
To whidi je come god je graunt hys grace 
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Far. -TEXT B6 

FARLAMBKT OP FOULBB. LAVD MS Ud. 7 

(9) 
Than sliewid he hym the lytitt erthe ^at here is 
At the leward of< the hevyos q^uaatyte 
And aftyr ahewid he hym the ix eperis 
And aftyr that f* melody hard he 60 

That comyth of thillc eperis thryea thre 
That wellis of mvayld hene & melody 
In this ■world here & cawae ofi Aimony 63 

(10) 
Than eeid he hym Byn erthe yraa bo' lyt« 
And fuH of turment & of herd grace 
That he ne ehiild in thia wotld delyte 
Than told he hym in short yeria space 67 

That every sterre shuld come in-to his place 
Ther yt was first and aR ehtild out of< mynde 
That in thia world ia done of ^ man-kyntk 70 

m 

Than praide hym Scipion) to tdi hym aH 

The wey to come in-to that hevyn blys 

And he aeid first know {ly-aelf in-mortt^ 

And loke ay beayly that f ou worche and wysae 7t 

To comvne profyt and fou ahalt not myeso iiwfiwj 

to come swyftly in-to that place dere 

that full of blisse is & of eowlis cleie 77 

(12) 
but brekera of f law eothe to seyne 
And lycorows folk* afber that they be ded 
shuH whyrle abowte f ' world AH-wey in peyne 
TyH many a world be passid out of dred 81 

and than for-yevyn aS her wyckyd dede 
Than shuH they come in-to fat bliafuH place 
To which to come god p' send hia grace 84 
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(13) 

V The day gan faile / and the derk ny^t 

That revy1£ bestys from ther besinesae 

he-rafte me my boke for lak of ly^t 

And to my bed I gas me foito dresse 88 

ffulfiUyd of thowgSt and besy heuynesse 

ffor botK I had thyng frMc& I sold 

And eke I no had that thynge that I wold 91 

(U) 
IT But finally ifly spirite at the last p^k*. »«*] 

ffor-wery of my labour aH that day 
To lest / that made me slope wondis fast 
And in my slepe I met aa that I lay 95 

How affiican rygHt in the seK aray 
That Cipiofl hym sawgh by-fore that tyde 
Was comme / and stude ryght at my bed syde 93 

(10) 
IT The wery hunter alepynge in hya bedde 
To wode ^ene hya myad got£ anone 
The luge dremytft how hya plee hym spedde 
The cartan' dremyth how hya eartw gone 102 

The riche of gold / the knygBt fyghtytE with hya fone 
The syke metytfi how he drynkytfi of the tunne 
The lover metyffi he hat£ hys lady wonne 105 

(16) 
IT Can I not aey If that the cauae were 
For I had radde of afirican by-fome 
That made me to mette that atode tihere 
But thya aaid he / thow hast the so weft borne 109 

In lokynge of rayn old bokw to-tome 
Of which macroby thowgBt not a lite 
That flumwhat of thy labour wold I qwite 112 
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P&RLAMENT O? FOULBB. LAUD US 416. 

(13) 
The day gan faylyn & f ' derk* night 
That revyth beetis ftom her basyaea 
be-iaft me my boke for lat of lig&t 
And to my bed I gan me for to drea 
FoH fyllid of< thougKt and besy hevynes 
For bothe I had thyng vhii^ fiat I nolct 
And eke I ne bad that thyng fat I wold 

(14) 
But fynally my spryte at y last 
For-wery of" my labooi' t& fat day 
Toke rest that made me to alepe last 
And in my slepe I met as fat I lay 
How af&ycan in that self Aray 
That Scipion hym eaw by-foi' that tyde 
Was come and stode ri^t at my beddis side 

(15) 
The very hunter elepyng in his bed 
To wood agayne his mynd goUl AnoCk 
The lugge dremyfS how his pleis ben sped 
The carter dremytJl how his cart«« goil 
The lyche of gold f* knyght fight wiU his fofi 
The syke met he hatb drouk* of f* tofi 
The lovar met he hatli his lady wofl 

(16) 
kan y not seyn yf that the cawsis wet' 
For I Lad red of affiycan be-foni) 
That mode me to tnete fat he stode ther* 
but thus aeid he fou hast f so wtdl bortil z^ntvo. 
In lokyng of mya old boke to-torn) 
OP which macroby roo^t not A lyte 
That Bomdel of thy laboui' wold I quyte 
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r. 13, CAMBR. VKIV. UBR. 

(17) \InvQcaUon^ 
% Citherea tho'v blisfufi lady Bwet« 

That viih ihy firebrontt dawnt^ whom thow lyst 

That madyet me thjB sweuyfi forto mete 

Be tliow mytt help in thys / foT thow maiet beat 116 

As wisly as I sey the nortJl northwest 

Whan I be-gaa my sweuyn for to write 

So jeue me my^t to ryme and eke eodite 119 

(18) [37<e Story. "l 
IT Thys foreaiiJ affrican me hent anone 

And forth witA hym to a gate hrowgllt inafMi 

Kygfit of a parke wallyd wi'tfe grene stone 

And oner the gate witA letters lai^ I-wrowglit 133 

Ther were verse I-writyn as me thowgfit 

On ethyr half of futt gret difference 

Of which I ahaS 50W teft the playne Benteneo 126 

(19) 
IT Thorowgh me men gone into that bliafuH place 
Of hertis hele / and dedely wowndw cure 
Thorow me / men gone to the well of grace 
There grene and lusty may shaH eoer endnre 130 

Thye is the way to alt good aventure 
Be gladde thow leden* and thy sorow of cast 
AH opyn am I / passe in / and spede the feet / 139 

(20) 
H ThorowgB me men gone than spoke the oder eyde 
Vnto the uLortatt strokis of the apeie 
Of which disdayne and dannger is the gayde 
There neaer tre ah^ frnte / ne leuee here 137 

Thya streme jow ledyl^ / into the sorowfiiH were 
There as the fisshe in prison is b& drie 
Theachewyng is only the remedy 140 
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(17) [Invoeafi(m.'\ 
CytheTa Jwu hljafuB lady swete 

That iTyt£ thy ^prebiond dawntiet whom Jwn lyete 

That madyat me fia ewevjn for to mete 

Be ye myiD help in this for ye may beet US 

As wysly as I se the north notthwest 

Whan I by-gau my swevyn for-to wiyte 

So yef* me might to ryme yt & endyte 119 

(18) [The Story.] 
Thia foreseid affrican me hent Anon) 
And fordi wytB hyni to A gate broag&t 
K^ht as A parte waUid viih grene atoid 

And ovyr the gate witA 'iettna laige ywtonjflU 12S 

Thei* wei* versis wretyn as me thought 

On either half' of* fi^ grete dyfference 

Oif which I ah^ you eeyne Y pleytk) sentence 128 

(19) 
Thorough me men gon) in-to that blyafUli place 
OP hertis hde and dedly -woundia cure 
Thorough me men gon to y welle of" grace 
Thei* grene and lusty May shaH evir endure 130 

Thia is the wey to ^ good a^enture 
be glad fou redar & thy sorow oP cast 
Allone am y / pasae in Se apede ^ &at 133 

(20) 
Thorogh me men goon) than ])at o^er aide 
Vnto the mortaH atrokya of y spere 
OP which disdayne & daunger is y gtde 
Thei' nevir tre shall fnite ne nevir levis here 137 

Thia streme you ledytB to y sorowfuH were 
Ther as y fydi in preaoS ia all dry 
The eschewyng ia oonly the remedy 140 
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I. 4. 13, CAUSE, nmv, LIBB. 

(21) 
IT Thya verse of gold and blak Iwritjn were 
The vhicE I gan astonny d to be-holds 
ffor with that one / ay encresyd my fere 
And -with that other / be-gan myfi hert holde 144 

That one me hette / that othyt ine colde 
Koo witt had I / for eixour for to chese 
To entre / or fleen / or me to saue / or leae / 147 

(22) 

IT ffor ryght as I by-twyx adamantia 

Of euyn myght a pese of erne eette 

Ke hafe no myght to moeue to / ne f ro / 

ffor that one may hale / that other lette r'«frw,*«*] 161 

fferd I that nyet whither me was bett 

To entre / or leve / tyH affrican my gayde 

Me hent / and chofe in att the gatis vyde 154 

(23) 
if And said hit etant miiyn in thy face 
ThyB errowr thowgE thow tell it not to me 
Bat drede the not to cumme into thys place 
ffor thya writynge is no tbynge ment by the 158 

Ke by none / hut he luff^ seruannt be 
ffor thow of love hart lost thy taet I gease 
As a sitman hath of swete and bittimesse 161 

(24) 
H But nathelesse att thowh Jion be dulle 
Jit that pon canst not do / jit maiat foa see 
ffor many a man that may not stands a putt 
Jit likytfi hit hym at wrastlynge for to be 166 

And demyth jif whei" he do bet or he 
And Jwu hadist knowynge tendil« 
1 sbatt tbe shew mater of to write 1G3 
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(21) 
Thise verais oP gold and blat ywretyn were 
The whicfi I gan Aatonyed to be-liold 

[End of MS; at leatt 11 leavei are torn out.] 
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(25) 
m Wr'tA. that mjn bond in hys toke he anoue 
Of whi(^ I comfort eawt / and went in feat 
Eat lord so I was glad / and w^ be^ne 
For oiier all: where myn ejne pat I caat 
Were tieye clad with leuys that ay shatt last 
Eclie in kynd / of colo»r freashe and gtena 
As emeiaud / that ioy was to Bene 

(36) 
V The bilder oke / and eke the worthy asahe 
The piler elme / the cofre vnto carione 
The boxtie piper / holme to whippya lassho 
The Hailynge fyrr* / cipiesse det& to pleyne / 
The sheter evy / the aspe for chaftf's playne 
The olyue of pese / and eke the dionk vyne 
The victottr pahne / the lawrer to dyuyne c'«v 

(27) 
^ A garden sawgh I / &1t of blossummy bowes 
Vpon a ryuer / in a grene mede 
Thei' as that swetnesee euermore Inow is 
Of flowiys / what blew jelow and rede 
And cold w^ stremys no-thynge dede 
That swytnmyfi fuH of smale fisshys lygEt 
WitA fynys tede / and scales ailuer biygbt 

(28) 
IT On euery bowgfi the byrdw henj I syng 
With Toyse of angelt in her armonye 
Sum beayed hem / byr byidw forffi. to brynga 
The lytyH oonyes to tber play gan hye 
And farther att ahowt I gan aapie 
The dredfuft roo / fi" bnk / f hert / p* byude 
Sijwyrellw / and bestw of lovya kynde 
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PABLAMBNT OF FODLES, eJi. 4. 13, CAMS&. VSIV. 1 

(29) 
% Of instrument^a of strynggtV in a-corde 
Herd I so play a ranesBhynge ewetneese 
That god the maker of aft and lotde 
life herdti / neuer better / as 2 geese / 
There-witA a wjnd vnethe it mygEt be leaee 
Made in the leays grene a noyse so aofte 
Accordant to the fowlys soi^e a lofte 

(30) 

^T The aer" of the place so attempreif waa 
That neiier was the grenauce of hote ne coI<l 
There was eke enery holsram spice antil gras 
Ke there may no man there 'wax seke ne old 
Jit waa there ioy more than a thowsaniil fold 
Than eny man can toft / ne neuer wold! it nyght 
But ay elere day / to any mannys sight 

(SI) 
IT Vndyr a tree beayde a wftB 1 say P* 

Cnpide / owre lord his arowa forge and file 
And at hys fote hys bowe alt rcdy lay 
And hys dowghter tempTecf all \ia while 
The hodw in the weft j tc ia hyr wyle 
She cowchytj hem aflyr they shuld serue 
Snm for to fle and snm for to wowniJ and kenie 

(32) 
V Thoo waa I ware of plesaunce anone lygbt 
And of aray and love and cnrtesie 
And of the crafte that can and hatb the inygM 
To done by force a white to done folye 
Disfugurat was he / I wj-It not lye 
And by hynL self vndir an oke I gesse 
Sawe I delice fat stode by lantilnesse 
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66 PAR. -TEXT 

16 P&ELAUBHT or rOULES. all. i. 13, CAMBB. CSIV. USB, 

(33) 
IT I sawgb beawte vrith outyn atyra 
And yowtiE fuH of myrtfi and of iolite 
ffolehardinease and flateiy and desire 
Mesaav^e and mede and otJi^ thre 228 

Her namys shaH not here be tolde for me 
And Tpon pilera a spete long« 
I saw a temple of braase I-fowndyd etronge 231 

(34) 

IT A-bowte the temple daunayd fdl vray 

Women I-now of wbicE sam ther were 

ffaire of them self / and sum of hem wer gay 

In kyrtlea a!& dyscheuele* went they there 236 

That was hyr office aH way jere by jere 

And on the temple of doves white and &yte 

Sawgll I sit many a thowsani^ payre . 238 

(35) 
IT Ey-ffore the temple doie fuH sobrely 
Damo pease sett wttA a curteyne in hyr hoa<i 
And by hyt side wondyr discretly 

Dame pacience sittynge there I fon<) 212 

WM fiice pale vpon an liyH of sonil 
And ^-thei' next wtt^Inne and wttft-owt t'«^«] 

Byhest and art / and of hyi folk a rowte . 246 

(36) 
H W*tft-in the temple witA sikea bote as fire 
I her(} a. swoatil / that gan a-bowt renne 
Whicfi sikes were engendryd by desire 
That made eoery antour for to brenne 249 

Of new flawme / and wdi aspleJ I thenne 
That aH cause of sorowya that they dryo 
Come of the bitter goddesse lelosie 252 
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(37) 
IT The god priapus sawgi I as I went 
WitA in the temple in Boaeray& place etonde 
In Buche aiay as whan the aaae hym ehent 
With crje by nyglit / and with hys ceptre in honde 256 
ffoR besily men gone assay and fonde 
Vpon hys hede to eett of sundre hewe 
Garlandt« faS of frcaahe flowrye newe / 2S9 

(38) 
IT And in a pWuey comer in diepoite 
fiynd I vena* and hyr porter riclieese 
That was fuH noble ani) hautefl of hyr porte 
Derk was that place / but aftyrwanJ lyghtnesae 263 

I sawe a lite / vnetlie it mygEt be lease 
And on a bedde of golil / sbe lay to rest 
TyU tbat the bote ennne gan to west 266 

(39) 
f Hyre gylt betys / witA a gold threde 
Vnbreyden vntrosayiJ as she lay 
And nakyd fro the brest to the hede 
Men myg&t byr see / and sothely for to aay 270 

The remanent couen} w^ rnto my pay 
Bight wiih a subt^ conerchefFe of valence 
Ther was no thikker clotB of noo defence 273 

(40) 
% The place gaf a tbowsandw eauowrs Bwete [(Mfts, >«*] 
And Bachus god of wyne satt hyr be syde 
And Ceres next that do1£ of bnngre bote 
And as I said / a myddi« lay Cupide 277 

To whom on kneya two yong folk per cryeil 
To hym ber helpe / but thus I latt hyr lye 
And farther in the temple I gan aapie 280 

ODD TEXTS. a 
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70 PA B. -TEXT 

[ OP K)DI-E8, nh. 4. la, CAUSE. USIV. IIBB. 



(41) 
H That in deBpite of Diane the chaat 
ffoll many a bow I-broke hynge on the wa& 
Of majdyna swyct as gan hyr tymya wast 
In hyr Beruice and payntyi? ouer aB 
Of many a atory of which I towche sh^ 
A fewe as of Calixte and Atlante 
And many a mayde of which the name I wante 

(42) 
IT Semirami/s candate and heicnlea 
Biblia / Dido / tisbe and piiamiw 
Tristram / laoud / parys and adullee 
Eljn / cleopatre / and troilue 
GiUa and eke the moder of roniiilu« 
AH theyB were paynted on pat Oder syde 
And ^ hyr love and in what plite they dyed 

(43) 
V Whan I was cum agayne vnto the place 
That I of spake / that was so awete an<} grene 
ffortb walkyd I my eelnen to solace 
Tho was I ware where that eatt a qwene 
That of lygfit / the somer sonne shene 
PaBsyii the aterre / lyght bo oner mesore 
The fayrer was than any creature 

(44) 
If And in a laml vpon an hyH of flowrya 
Was aett thys noble goddesae Nature 
Of brawnchys were her hawles an<J hyr bowiys 
I-wrowte aftyr hyr crafte and hyr mesure [)»v»»] 

Nethyr was fowle that cuwimytB of engendure 
That there ne was prest in hyr preaenoe 
To taken hyr dome / and gefe hyr audience 
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PiB.-TEXT 72 
PARLAHENT.OF FOULfiS. SA- i. IS, CAKBB. 1]mY, UBIL 19 

(46) 
IT ffor thys was tm saTiit Volantinys day 
Whan enerj byrJ cummytt there to chese hys make 
Of euery kynd that men thynk may 

And that so huge a noyse gan thoy make 312 

That erthe and see / tree / and euery lake 
So fufi waa that vnethe vaa ther space 
ffor me to atonde / so fuU was aH thys place 315 

(46) 
IT And rygHt as Aleyne in the playnt o£ kynde 
Deuisyfe Natm* / of suche aiay and face 
In swych aray men myght hyr there fynda 
Thys noble empresse fuU of grace 319 

Bad euery fowle to take hyr owne place 
Aa they were wont alwey fro jere to jere 
Saynt volantyns day to standyn there 322 

(47) 
IT That is lo say the fowle of Eaveyne 
Were hygbeat sett / ami than the fowlys smale 
That etyn as that nature wold enoline 
Ab worme / or thynge of which I tdt no tale 336 

But watitfowlys sat lowest in the dale 
And fowle that lyvytt by eyde sat on the grene 
And that so fele / that wondre was to sene 339 

{■(8) 
IT There myg&t men the ryafl egle fynde 
That witA hya sharp loke peryahytfi \i° sonne 
And other eglys of a lower kynde 

Of whi<£ the clerkis well deuisen konne 333 

Ther was the tirant wi'tA bys fedyia donne 
And grey / I mene the goshauke that doth pyne 
' To byrdya for hys ontraglose rauyne ['«tf «, 6<k*] 336 

i' TktutxisniliuiartmurilifiU'fdialkettS.O'idaoHUfiil.i 
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74 FAS.-TEZT 

30 PARLAUENT OP FOCLES. sh. i. 18, CAMBB. OmV. LISR. 

(49) 
II The gentyll favcone that wiVi fote diBtreyiiTth 
The kyngya honde / the haidy sparhawke eke 
The qwalya fco the merliofi that peynyth 
hjm self fuH ofte the lark foito eeke 340 

There was the dowue vii/i hyr eyne meke 
The lelowae awanne i^enat hya deth that ayngyth 
The owle eke that of deth the hode biyngyth 343 

(50) 
IT The crane f gyaiint witA hya trumpys soim 
The thefe y chow^ / and eke the iangijng pie 
The akomyng laye the eglya foo heroune 
The fela laywynk foH of trecherye 347 

The stare that the coonseH doth ascrie 
The tame raddok and the oowaid kyte 
The cok ]i* hoiloge of thoipis lite . 360 

(61) 

IT The apaio'w veniu Sonne the nyghtyngale 

That clepyth fortti the fiesshe leuya new 

The Bwalow modei' of the fowles amale 

That maken hony of flowrys &eaBhe of hew 3B4 

The weddyd tuityl witA hir hert trew 

The pecok with hye angeH fedyie biy^t 

The fesaant scomer of the cokke he uy^t 367 

(S2) 
IT The wakyr gose the cokkow ener Tnkjnde 
The popyniay fuU of delecaoy 
The drake etroyer of hys owne kynde 
The stork wyrker of avowtry 361 

The hote conueiaimt of gloteny 
The ravyna and the crowya wt'tA hyr voice of care 
The thrusts old and the frosty feldfare 301 
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PAB.-TIXT 76 
PARUUBNT OF P0ULE8. Sk. 4. 13, CAUB&, USIV. LIBR. 21 

(53) 
IT What ahuld I say of fowlya eaerj kynd 366 

[Rest of ilie MS if one.] 
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THE TWO DIFFERING VEB8I0NS 

OF 

|au(£r's Iprolope io |is ftgenk of 



The earlier version from MS Gg. 4, 27, Cambr. Univ. labr,, 
the later veraion from MS Fairfax 16, Bodleian Library. 



N.B. Lia«6 wilh * berore them are not in the other t«xt; lines with 
§ before them are in the other text, but altered ; unmarkt lines 
are in both texts (tho' sometimes Blightl}' changed). 
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[Efie ^rolosiu to 
tfie Itgetme of ffiooH fflttomm.] 

[Oambr. Univ. MS Og. 4. 27, fectf 446.] 



ThoaBent sythis Iiaue I herd men telle 1 
Tliat there is loye in heuene & p«yne in helle 
And I a-coide wel that it he bo 3 3 

But nathelee this wit I' wel aUo 4 [iwuiisDnwta( 
That there ne is non that dwelly th " In this euirtre 6 P i »rr.: 
That eythir hath in helle or heneae I-he 6 

Ne may of it non othere ■weyie wytyn 7 

But as he hath herd eeyd / or founde it wiytyn 8 i 

fFor by asay / there may no man it preae 9 

But goddis forbode / but men auhnlde leue 10 
Welmorethyng/thanmenhanseynwitAeye 11 
Men sohal nat wenyn / euery thyng alye 12 IJ 

§ffor that he say it nat of jore Or^o 13§ 

§God wot a thyng is nenere the lease so 14§ 

Thow euery wyght ne may it nat I se 16 

Bernard the monk ne * aay nat al parde 16 ^SSufmS™ 
Thanne motyn we to bokys / that we fynde 17 
Thoarw whiche that olde tliyngis ben *Iu myndepimw. 
And to the doctryne of these olde wyse 19 

Jeuyn credence *In eue^ *skylful wyse pi, 'tkr.awr,] 2C 
§And trowyn on these olde aprouede storyia 21 § 
Of holynesae / of r^nys of victoryia 22 

Of loue / of hate / of othere sundery thyngis 23 
Of whiche I may nat make rehersyngya 24 2^ 

And If that olde bokis wetyn aweye 25 

I-loryn w%re of remembrance the keye 26 

§Wel oujte vs thanne on olde hokya leue 27§ 

§There as there is non othyr a-eay lie preue 28§ 2i 
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{FaiTfax MS 16, leaf 83.] 

(a is printed for ri.) 

% The prologe of .ix. goode WTinmeii. 

1 A thonBande tymes / I haue herd t«]le 

2 /% ther ya loy in heuene / and peyne in helle 

3 -A.JL. and I acotd wel / that it ys so 

4 But netheles yet / wot I wel also 

6 that ther b nooD duellyug / in thia contiee 

6 That eythii hat£ in heuene / or in helle y-be 

7 !Ne may of hit j nooll other weyes witen 

8 but as he bath heid eeyde / or founds it writes 

9 for by assay / thei may no maQ it prove 

10 Bnt god forbede / but mefi abulde leve 

11 Wel more thing / then men ban seen wiffi eye 

12 Men shal not wenen / euery thing a lye 1 
13§But yf hhn-selfe yt seet^ / or elles dootH 

14§r'or god wot / thing is newer the lasse sootll 

15 Thogh eueiy wigfit / ne may it nat y-see 

16 Eemardethemonke/neBai^Bnatallpardee J^J^^J^ 

17 Than mote we / to bokes that we fynde "'i"™"'^ 

18 (Thui^ whicft / that olde thinges ben in mynde) 

19 And to the doctrine / of these oldo wyae 

20 Teve credence / in euery ekylful wise 2 
21§That tellen of these olde appreued / stories 

22 of holyuesse / of Begnes of victories 

23 of loue of hate / of other sondry tbyngea 

24 of whiche I may not inaken / reheraynges 2 

25 And yf that olde hokea / were a-wey 

26 T-lome were / of Komembiannce the key 
275^61 onght vs thanne / honouren and beleve 
28§Tbeae bokea / there we ban nooii other prove 2 
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26 PROLOGUE TO THE 

JAnd aa for me thow that myn wit be lite 29§ 

On bokys ^ foi to rede I me delyte [' j ten-.] 30 
And in myu berte haue hem iu reuerence 32 

§And to hem jeae ewich lust & swich credence 31§ 33 
§That there is wel onethe game non 33§ 

That from myne bokys make me to goa 34 

§But it be ofer Tp-on the baly day 35§ 

§0r ellia in the loly tyme of may 36§ 36 

SWhan that I here the emale foulya eynge 375 

And that the flouris ^ gynne for to sprywge * ^^^l^"''^- 
JfFftFwel myn etodye as lastynge pat sesonn 39§ ['/«6, 6*) 
Now haue I therto this condycyoum 40 40 

That* of alle the flouris in the mede C'litcwTO 41 
Tharme loue I most these flourys white & rede 43 
Swyche aa men calle dayeayis in oure toun 43 
To hem haue I bo gret affecciotm 44 44 

As I seyde erst whan comyn is the may 45 

That in myn bed there dawith me no day 46 

That I ne am vp & walkynge in the mede 47 

To sen these flovris a^en the sunne to sprede 48 48 
§Whan it vp tyseth he the morwe acheae 49 

*The longe day thua walkyjjge in the grene * 



5And whan the aunno be-gynnys for to weste 61§ 

§ThaRne closeth it & dmwith it to reste 62§ 

§So sore it is a-ferid of the nyjt 62 

■Til on the morwe that it is dayia lyjt • 
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PfiOLOaUE TO THIS LEaENDE. FAIRFAX US IS. 37 

Off. Una. Fi. Nu. 

29§and as for me / though that I konne but lyte 29 

30 on tokes for to rede / I me delyte 

33 and to hem yive I feytb / and ful credence 

31 and in myS herte / haue hem in leuerence 32 
33§8o hertiy / that ther is game noofl 

31 that fro my bokes / maket^ me to gooil 

35§but yt he seldom / on the holy day 

36§3ave certeynly / whaD that the monethe of May 36 

37§Is comen / and that I here the foulea synge 

38 And that the floorea / gynnen for to sprynge [if ss, u] 

39§Faire-wel my boke / and my deuocion 

40 Kow have I thanne / sucbe a condiciofl 40 

41 That of al the floures / in the mede 

42 Thanne love I most / thiae doures white and rede 

43 Snche as meB callen / daysyes in her tovne 

44 To hem have I / so grete affeccioll 44 

45 As I aeyde erst / trhanne comen is the May 

46 That in my bed / ther daireffi me no day 

47 That I nam vppe / and walkyng in the mede 

48 To seen this Boure / ayein the soune eprede 48 
49§Whafi it vprysith / erly by the morwe 

•That bliafol sigfit / softnetfi al my aorwe 
*So glad am I / whaa that I haue presence 
*0f it / to dooii it al / reuerence 62 

65§Aa she that is / of al floores flour 

56 Ful.filled of al vertue / and hononi 

57 and euere Dyke faire / and fressti of hewe 

SSJand I love it / and euer ylike newe 66 

*And euere ahal / til that myfl hert dye 
"al swere I nat / of this I wol nat lye 
*Ther loved no wighf / hotter in his lyve 
*And whaQ that hit ya eve / I renne blyve 60 

61§As sone as evere the aonne / gynnelfi weate 
52§To seen this flour / how it wol go to rests 
53§FoT fere of nyght / so hatetli she derkneaee 
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28 PBOLOGITB TO THE LBQENDB. CAMBB. US ag. 4. ST. 

^. U. Ob. U, 

§Thi9 dayeseyo of alle flouris flour 
ffulfyld of vertu & of alle honour 
•And euere I-like fayr & froach. ' of hewe 
§Ae wel In wyntyi as in somyr newe ' 
jffayn wolde I preysyn If I coude a-ryht 
§But wo is me it lyth nat in myn myght 



53§ 



56q l'—^ oorr*et4d} 

675 



§ffor wel I wot that folk han here be-fom 73§ 

Of makywge ropyn & lad a-wey the com 7i 

I come aftyr glenynge here & ther 75 

And am ful glad if I may fynde au er 76 

Of ony goodly word that they han laft 77 

§And If it happe me reherse eft 78§ 
That they han ' In here frosche Bongie said 79 P I oonw 

51 hope that they wele nat ben euele a-payed 80§ 

JSithe it is seyd in fortheryng & honour 81§ 

§0f hem that » eythir seruyn lef or flour 825 P'" 
*ffor trufltyth wel I ne haue nat yndyr-take * 

*As of the lef a-gayn the flour to make * 

5l!fe of the flowr to make a-geyn the lef 188-9§ 

No more than of the com a-gen the ahef 190 

ffoT as to me is lefere non ne lothere 191 

I am witholde jit wi'tA neuer nothire 192 

I not ho seruyth lef ne who the flour 193 litufi 

5That nya nothyng the entent of myn labour 1945 

ffoT thia werk ia al of a-nothyi tunne 195 

Of old story er ewich atrif was be-giinne 196 



But wherfore that I spak to jetie credence 
To hokys olde & don hem n 
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•Hire ehere b plejnlj sprad / in the brightneBse 6J 

*0f the Boime / for ther yt wol vnclose 
60§Allas that I ue had / englyaaS ryme / or prose 
S9§Sui8Baat this floui / to pie;se a-rygfit 

•But helpeth ye / that han konnyng and myghP 68 

*Te lovers / that kail make of Sentment 

•In this case / oght ye he diligent 

*To fotthren me / somwhat in my labonr 

•Whethir ye befl with the leef / or with the flour 72 

61 for wel I wot / that ye han her-bifome 

62 of makynge ropen / and lad awey the come 

63 and I come after / glenyng here and there 

64 and am ful glad / yf I may fynde an ere 76 
66 Of any goodly word / that ye han leff pmtai] 

66 And thogh it happefi / me rehercen eft 

67 That ye han / in your fircB^ Bonges sayede 
68§For-beretIl me / and beth not euele apayede SO 
695Syn that ye see / I do yt in the honour 

70§of love / and eke in aeruice of the flour 

•Whom that I serve / as I have witte or myght 
•She ia the clerenease / and the verray lyghf 84 

•That in this derke worlde / me wynt and ledytfi 
•The hert in with / my Borwfull brest yow dreditfi 
•And louoti BO Bore / that ye ben verrayly 
*ThemaiBtreBaeofmywitte/a[nd]no^tliingI citsnuni) 
•My worde my werkea / ys knyt bo in youre bond 89 
•That aa an harp« / obeietll to the bond 
'That maket& it sorae / after his fyi^erynge 
•Ryght 80 mowe ye / oute of myfl hert bringe 92 

•SwicK vois / rygfit as yow lyst to laughe or pleyfl 
•Be ye my gide / and lady souereyfl 
•Aa to myfl erthely god / to yowe I calle 
•Eothe in this werke / and my aorwea alle 96 

97 But wherfore / that I spake to yive credence 

98 To olde etories / and doon hem n 
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TO THB LBGENDE. CAMBR. MS og. 4. 27- 

§Ib for men scholde autoiiteis be-leae 99§ 

§Tliere as there Ijth non othyr a-eay be preue lOOJ 
*ffor myn entent is or I feo jow fare • 

The nakede tixt in englis to declare * 

*0f manye a atory or ellis of manye * a geste * P mmj* 
*Aa autonrys aeyn & lenyth hem If 30W leste * 



§Whau passed vrae almost the ntonyth of may 108§ 89 
•And I hadde romed al the somecys day * 

*The grane medewe of which that I jow tolde * 
*Vp-on the froBche dayseie to be-holde * 92 

And that the sonne out of the souht gare weste 197 
§Aud clothede vas the flour & gon to reste 198§ 
ffor derknese of the nybt of which sohe dradde 199 
Horn to myn hous ful swiftly I me spadde 200 96 
And in a lytyl erber that I haue 203 

I-benchede newe mtk turwis feorseho ^I-grawe 204 l' !»"■■] 
I bad * men schidde me myn couche make 205 pdmn-.] 
ffor deynte of the newe Bomerja Bake 206 100 

I bad hem strowe Qouns on myn bed 207 

Whan I was layd & hadde myw eyen hid 208 
I fel a-slepe with-Inne an our or two 209 

Me mette how I was in the medewe tho 210 104 

•And that I romede in that same gyse * 

§To sen that flour* / as ;e han herd deuyso 2125 ••'■''»i»w« 
•fi'ayr was this medewe as thoujte me ouerai * 
With floms sote 'enbroudit was it al' 119p-'»rr.j 

As for to Bpeke of gomme or erbe or tro 121 109 

Compansoun may non I-makede be 122 

ffor it surmonntede pleynly alle odours 123 

And of ryche beute alle flonrys 124 112 

ffoTgetjTi hadde the ertlie his pore estat 125 

Of wyntyr that hym nakede made & mat 126 

And with his swerd of cold so sore hadde gronyd [tf«t6,ft»j 
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THE I:EOENDB. FAIRFAX MS 16. 

835Aiid that men mostefl / more thyng beleve 
S45Then may seen at eighe / or elles preve 

'That slial I seyS / whanne tliat I see my tyme 
*I may not attones / speke in ryme 
*My besy gost / that trustett alwey newe 
*To seen this flour / so yong / so fressB of hewe 
•Constreyned me / witft so gledy desire 
"That in my« herte / I feele yet the fire 
*That made me to ryse / er yt wer day 
895 And was now / the ftrate morwe of May 
*Witfi dredful hert / and glad deuociofl 
*for to ben / at the resurecciofl 
*0f this flour / whau yt shaJde vnclose 
*Agayiie the sonne / that roos as rede as rose 
*That in the hrest was / of the best* that day 
*That a-genorea doghtre / ladde away 



*And dome ofi knes / anooa ry^t I me sette 
*Aiid as I koude / this freasB flour I grette [Imi 
*knelyi^ alwey / til it vnolosed was 
*Vpon the smal softe / swote gras 
99 That was witB flonrea awote / enbrovded al 
*0f swicB suetnesse / and swicfe odonr oner al 

109 That for to speke / of gomrae or herbe or tree 

110 Comparison may noon / y-maked bee 

111 For yt Burmouwtetfi / pleynly alle odoures 

112 And of riche beaute / of floures 

113 For-geten had the erthe / his pore esUte 

114 Of wyntir / that hem naked made and mate 

115 And witti his awerd of colde / so sore greued 
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Nowhadde the tempre Sonne al that ^releuyd' ISSci-'m 

And clotkede tyin in grene al newe a-geyn 129 1 

The smale foulis of the seson fayn 130 

That ftom the panter & the net ben skapid * ] 31 [• a m 

Vp-on the foulere that hem made a-'wapid 132 1 

In wyntjT & distroyed hadde hire brod 133 

In his diepit hejw thoujte it dede hem good 134 

To synge of hym & in here song despise 135 

The foole cherl that for his coueytyae 136 1 

Hadde hem be-trayed with hia sophiatrye 137 

This was here song the foulere we deiye 138 

§Sonie songyn on the biaunchis cleie 13d§ 

Of lone & that loye It was to here 140 1 

In woTschepe & in preysyi^ of hire make 141 

And of the newe blysfal somerys sake 142 



That snngyn blyssede be seynt volentyn 146 

At his day I ehes jow to be myn 146 

With oute tepentynge myn herte awete 147 

And therwithal here bekya gunne mete 148 

The honour & the hmnble obeysaumce 149 
And after* dedyn othere obseruauracya 160 pnw 

§Byht on to lone & to natures 151§ 
*So eehe of hem to eryaturya * 

•This song to herkenyn I dede al myn entent * 
*ffor why I mette I wiste what they ment * 
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116 Kow hatb thatempre Bonne / afi that releued 
I17$Tltat naked was / and clad yt new agayfi 

118 The smale foules / of the sesoS fayn 

119 That of the ^^anter j and the nett« ben scaped 

120 Vpofi the foweler* / that hem made a-whaped 

121 In wyntec / and diatroyed hadde hire broode 

1 22 In hia dlspite / hem tho^to yt did hem goods 

1 23 To synge of byra / and in hir songe dUpise 

124 The foule cherle / that for hia coveytiae 

125 Had hem betrayed / with hta sophiatiye 

126 This was hiie songe / the fowelei' we deffye 
127§And al hia ciafte / and samme aongen clere 
laSfLayea of love / that loye it was to here 

129 In wonhipynge / and in preyainge of hir make 

130 And foT the newe / bliafol aomera sake 
'Vpon the biaunches / fol of blosmee softe 
•In hire delyt / they turned hem ful ofto 

131 And aongen / bleeaed be eeynt valentyne 

132 Tot Q& hia day / I chees yow to be myue 

133 With-oatefi repentyi^ / my& hert awete 

134 and therwith-alle / hire bekes gonnen me«tQ 
136§Yeldyng honoai / and humble obeyaauncee 
136§To love and diden / hire otheie obeeruaunc«a 
137§Thst lungetb ofi-to love / and to nature 

'Constmetii that aa yow lyat / I do no cure 
*And thoo that hadde dooB / vnkyndnesBe 
*Ab dooth the tydif / for nevr-fangelnesae t'l 

•BeaogSte merey / of hir trespasaynge 
*And humblely / songe hire lepeutynge 
•And Bworen o& the bloemea / to be trewo 
"So that hire makes / wolde vpoa hem rewe 
•And at the laste / maden hire aoord 
*A1 founde they daunger / for a tyme a lord 
•Yet pitee / thui^S hia atronge gentil myghf 
•Forgaf / and mad mercy pasaefi ryght? 
Thui^ Innocence / and ruled cnrteBye 
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THE LEOEKDE. FAIRFAX MS 16. 
Oil. Una. J-,. , 

•But I ne elope yt nat / Imiocence folye 
*Ns fala pitee / for vertue is tlie meno 
*A8 etike aeiffi / ia swicE maner I mene 
•And thas thiae foweles / voide of al lualiue 
•Acordeden fo love / and laftefi vice 
•Of hate / and songe alle of oofi acorde 
•Welcome aoiner / oure gouoraour and lord 
•And Zeplienis / and flora gentilly 
•Yaf to th« floures / softe and tenderly 
•Hire swoote bretB / and made tern for to sprede 
*As god and goddesBe / of the floury mede 
•In wMche me tho^t / I myghf day by day 
•Duellen alwey / the loly monytii of May 
•Witft-outea slepe / with-outen mete or drynke 
•A-dovne ful softely / I gall to aynke 
•And lenynge on myfl elbowe / and my syde 
•The longe day / I ehoope me for tabids 
•For nothing ellis / and I sbal nat lye 
•but for to loke / vpofl the dayaie 
•That m^ by resofi / wel it calle may 
•the daisie or elles the ye / of day ', 

•The empence and floure / of floures alle 
•I pray to god / that faire mote she fallo 
•And alle that loven floures / for liire sake 
72§But natheles ne wene nat / that I make \ 

73§In preysing of the flour / agayn the leef 

74 JTo more thafl of the come / agayfi the eheef 

75 Foi as to me / nys lever noon ne lother 

76 I nam with-holdefl yit / with never nother n^f^b.i 

77 Ne I not who serueth leeP / ne who the flour 1 
78§Wel browken they / her seruioo or labour 

79 For this thing is / al oP another tonne 

80 OE olde storye / er swiche things was be-gonne 1 
93 WhaG that the sonne / out of the south gaB west 
94§And that this floure gau close / and gooS to rest 
9S For doiknesae of the nyght* / the whicS. she drod 
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36 PBOLOaiTB TO TEE LEOENDE. CAUBB. MS €0. i. 27. 



*Tyl at the laate a larke song a-lMiie * 141 

•I se quod she the myjty god of loue * 

•Lo jond he eomyth I se hiae wyngis sprede * 

$Tho gan I loke endelong the mede 211§ 

§And aa'w hym come & in hia hoad a quene 213§ 145 

Clothid iu ryal ahyte al of grene 214 

A &ette of goold ' sche hadde next hyre her 215["(»wit.] 

And vp-on that a whit corone ache her 216 liS 
§With mane ^ flourys & I achal nat lye 217§ Pn nm-o 

ffor al the world ryht as the dayseye 218 

I-corounede ia with white leuya lite 219 

Swiche were the flonrya of hire corene white 220 152 

ffor of o perle fyn & oryental 221 v^rwi 

Hyro white corouw was I-matyd al 222 
ffor whiche the white eoroun a-boue the grene 223 

Made hire lyk a dayseye for to sene 224 156 

Conaiilerede ek the fret of gold a-boue 225 

I-clothede was this myhty god of loue 226 

Of ailk T-hroudede ful of grene greuys 227 

§A gajrlond on his hed of rose leuys 2285 1^0 

*Stekid al with lylye flourys newe * 

•But of hia fece I can not aeyn the hewe * 

§ffor aekyrly hia face schon ao bryhte 233 

*That with the glem a-atonede waa the ayhte * 164 

§A furlongwey I myhte hym not he-holde 2335 

§Bat at the laate in hande I aaw hym holde 234§ 

Tho fery dartia as the 'gleedye rede 235PI"™"'] 
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96 Home to myS house / ful sviftly I me sped 200 
*To goofl to reste / and erly for to ryse 

106§To seen this floor / Bprede aa I deuyse 

97 And in a litel herber / that I have 

98 that henched was / on turres fiessll y-grave 204 

99 I bad men sholde me / my covche make 

100 For deyntee / of the newe someres sake 

101 T bad hem strawefl floures / oil my bed 

102 Whan I was leyde / and had myfl eyefi hed 208 

103 I fel on slepe / in with an home or twoo 

104 Me inett« how I lay / in the medewe thoo 
144§And from a fer / come walkyng in the mede 
106§To seen thta flour / that I love bo and drede 212 
145§The god of love / and in his hande a quene 

146 And she was clad / in real habite grene 

147 A fret of gold she bad / next her heer 

148 And vpon that / a white corwne she beer 216 

149 5 With flonronns smale / and I shal nat lye 

150 for al the worlde / ryghf as a daysye 

151 Y-corovned ys / witE white leves lyte 

152 So were the flowrouns / of hire corovne white 220 

153 For of O perle / fyne oriental 

154 Hire whito corovne / was I-maked al 

155 For wlucll the white corovne / above the grene 

156 Made hiie lyke / a daysie for to Bene 224 

157 Considered eke / hir fret of golde above 

158 Y-clothed was / this myghty god of love 

159 In silke enbroaded / fid of grene greves 

160§In with a fret / of- rede rose leves 228 

•The fresahest syB the wotlde / was first bygoune tifaa] 
*His gilte here / was eorowned with a sonne 
•I-stede of golde / for heuynesse and wygfet 
]63§TherwiHi me thoghf / his face shoofl so bryglit 232 
]65§Tbat wel vnnethes / mygfit I him beholde 

166 And in hia hande me thoght / I saugB him holde 

167 Twoo firy dartes / as the gledcs rede 
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Fx. II. Oa. H. 

And aungellych hyse wengia gan he sprede 236 168 

And al be tlmt men seyn that blynd is he 237 

Algate me tboujte he myjte wel I ae 238 

ffor stemely on me he gan. behoWe 239 

So that his lokynge doth myn herte colde 240 172 

And be the hoiid he held the noble quene 241 

Coiouned with whit & clothede al in grene 242 

So womanly 80 "benjgne & ao meke 243 

That Ie this world thow that men wolde aelce 244 176 

SHalf hire boute / sohulde men nat fynde 245§ 

In on ' cryatare that formede is be kynde 246 ["onom-.] 
§Hiie name was ^Alceste the thehonoyre 2695 I'*'"^] 

I preye to god that euero falle ache fayre 270 180 

ffor ne hadde confort been / of hire preaense 278 

I hadde be ded / with ontyn ony defence 279 

ffor dred of lonya / wordya & his chere 280 

Aa whan tyme is / here aftyr je schal here 281 184 

IT By-hynde this god / of loue vp on this grene 282 - 

I aaw comynge of ladyis nynetene 283 

In ryal abyte a fid esy pas £84 

And aftyr hem come of wemen swicH a tras 285 188 

That syn that god adam made of erthe 286 

The thredde part of wemen ne the ferthe 287 

B^e wende I not by poasibilite 288[V"7,m-i 

Haddyn euere in this world I-be 289 192 

And trewe of lone these wemen were echon 290 

Ifow whether was that a wondyr thyng or non 291 

That ryht anon as that they gunne espye 292 

This flour whiche that I clepe the dayseye 293 196 

fful aodeynly they etyretyn alle atonya 294 

And knelede a-doun as it were for the nonys 295 

*And aftyr that they wentyn in eumpas * 

•Daunsynge about* tliis flour an esy paa * 200 

*And songyn aa it were in carolewyse * 

•Thta balade whiche that I scbal jow deuyse * 
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168 And aungelyke / hys wyngea saugB I sprede 236 

169 And al be that mefl aeyll / that blynd ys he 

170 Al-gate me thogbt / that he tnyghf se 

171 For stemely oil me / he gaa byholde 

172 So that his loking / dooth myB hert coUe 240 

173 And by the hande he helde / this noble quene 

174 Corowned with white / and clothed al in grene 
176 So womanly bo ben^e / and bo meke 

176 That in this world / thogti that men [wolde aeke] 244 
177§[Half of hire beaute / shulde men] nat fynde 
178 In creature / that formed ys by kynde 



*And therfore may I seyfl / as thynketh me 
•Thia songe in preyayng / of this lady fre 
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1) 

Hyd abealoiL thynne gilte tiessis cleie S49 2 

Estei lej' thon thyn mekueese al a-doun 260 

Hyde lonatliBS al thyn frendely mau«re 251 2 

Penolope &'Marcia catooii 262 

Mak of joure wyfhod no comparisotm 263 

Hyde jh joure l>euteiB Tsoude & Elene 254 

§Alceste is here that al that may deatene 266§ 2 

(2) 
Thyn fayre body lat it nat a-peere ' p iinf • un-.j 256 2 

Laueyne / & thow Lucresse of roine toon 257 

And Follexeoe that boujt^ lone eo dere 258 

Ek Cleopatre with al thyn passioim 269 2 

Hide je joure troath in loue & ^oure rononn 260 
And thow ^ tysbe / that hast for lone swich peyne P j ™ 

§Akeste is here that al that may deBteyne 262$ 2 

(3) 

Herro. Dido. Laodomya alle in feie 263 2 

Ek Phillis hangynge for thyn demophoTin 261 

And Canace espied be fhyn ehere 265 

Tsiphile bytniyed with lasonn 266 2 
Mak of jonre trouthe in loue no bost ne Bonn 267 

Nor ypermystre or Adriane ne pleyne 268 

§Alceste is here that al that may diateyne 269$ 2 

JWhan that this balade al I-eongyn was 270 [ita/i 
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(Songe, or Balade. 1) 
On. ma. n. Mo. 

203 [Hyd / Absoloft / thy gilte tresses clere] 249 

204 % Ester / ley thou thy mekenesse / al a-downe 
206 Hyde loaathaa / al thy frendly manere 

206 Penalopee / and Marcia / Catoua 252 

207 Make of youre wifhode / no comparysouB 
308 Hyde ye youre beautea / Ysoude and Elyene 
209$My lady comity / that al this may disteyne 255 

m 

210 5r Thy feire hody / lat yt nat appore 

211 Lavyne / and thou lucresse of Eome toTne 

212 And polixene / that boghtefl ]oue so dere 

213 And cleopatre / with al thy pasayofl 269 

214 Hyde ye your trouthe of loTe and year renonn 

215 And thou Teal>e / that haat of love sucbe peyne 
216§My lady comitB that al this may disteyne 362 

{3) [In the MS thU Stanza follatce I. 277] 

217 % Herro / Dido / laudomia alle y-fere 263 

218 And Fhillia hangyng for thy DemophoQ 

219 And Canace / espied by thy chere 

220 Yfliphile / betraysed witE lasofl 266 

221 Makett of your trouthe / neythir boost ne sovne 

222 M^ot ypermystre / or Adriane ye tweyne 

223§My lady cometh / that al this may dysteyne 269 

334§Tbis halade may ful 'wel y-songefi be 
*Aa I have seyde / erst by my lady free 
*For certeynly al thiae mowe nat sufGse 272 

*To apperefi wyffi my lady / in no ■wyse pnt s*. tank] 
•For as the sonne / wo)e the fire disteyne 
*So passetb al / my lady souerej-ne 
179§'niat ys so good / so fairo / so dehonayre 376 

180 ,T prey to god / that ewer falle liire faire 
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•Vp-on the soft* & soto grene gras * 225 

They settyn hem ful eoflely adoun 301 

5 By ordere alle in cumpaa / alle in veroun 3005 
ffyist sat the god of lone & thanne thia quoene ^ p » i^-l 

With the white corone chid in gtene 303 229 

And sithyn al the remcnant hy &, hy 304 

As they were of degre ful curteysly 305 

Ke nat a woid was spokyu in that place 306 232 

The mountenaumw of a fnrlongwey of space SOTpofeorr.] 

§1 lenynge faste hy vndyr a hento 308§ 

Ahod to knowe what thia peple mente 309 

Aa atille aa ony ston til at the laste 310 236 

The god of loiae on me hia eye caste 31 1 

And aeyde ho restith there &. I anawerda 312 

Vn to hia axaynge whan that I hyn herde 313 
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On. finn. rr. tbia. 

181 For nadde comfort / ben of hire presence 

183 I hadde beii dede / withouten any dDfence 

183 For drede of* lovea wordea / and his ehere 280 

184 As wheft tyme ya / her-after ye ebal here 

185 Be-hynde this god of love / vpon the grene 

186 I aaugS comyng / of ladyea Nientene 

187 In real habite / a ful esy paas 284 

188 And after hem coome of wymen / swich a traas 

189 That syQ that god / Adam hadde made of erthe 

190 The thirdde part of mankynde / or the ferthe 

191 Ne wende I not / by posaibilitee 288 

192 Had ouer in this wide / worlde y-hee 

193 And trewe of love / thise women were echofl wm 

194 Now wheither waa that / a wonder thing or noii 

195 That rygfit anooft / as that they gonne espye 292 

196 thys flour / whicS that I clepe the dajsie 

197 Ful aodeynly / they atyten al attonea 

198 And kuelede dovne / aa it were for the nones 

*And songen with vois / heel and honour 296 

*To trouthe of womanhede / and to this flour 
*that hereth ovi alder pris / in figurynge 
*Hire white corowne / beryth the witnessynge 

2275And with that word / a-compas enviroun 300 

226 They aetten hem / ful softly a-doufi 

228 First saf the god of love / and syth his qnene [Uaf 87] 

229 Wits the white corowne / clad in grene 

230 And aithen al the remenaunt / by and hy 304 

231 Aa they were of estaat / ful curteysly 

232 Ne uat a worde was spoken / in the place 

233 The mountaunce / of a furlong wey of space 

234§I knelyng by this floure / in good entente 308 

235 A-boodo to knowen what this peple mente 

236 Aa atille aa any stofi / til at the laat 

237 This god of love oil me / hyse eighefl caste 

238 And aeyde / who kneleth there / and I anawerde 312 

239 Vnto his askynge / whan that I it horde 
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And eeyde sere It am I & cam hym ner 314 240 

And Bslewede hym. qwod he what dost thow her 
5In myn presence & that so boldely 3165 

ffor it were hettere worthi trewely 317 

A werm to come in myn syht than thow 318 244 

And why sere qwod I and it lyke jow 319 

ffor thow quod ho art thcrto no-thyi^ able 320 
*Myne seruauntia ben alle wyse & honowrable * 
§ Thow art myn mortal fo A. me warreyest 322§ 248 

And of mynne olde seruauntis thow mysseyst 323 
And liynderyst hem with thyn translacyonn 324 
And lettist folk to han deuocyoun 323 

To eeruyn me & haldist it folye 326 252 

§To troate on me thow mayst it nat denye 327§ 

ffor in pleyn tist it nedyth nat to glose 328 

Thow hast tranalatid the romauws of the rose 329 
That ia an eresye a-geyns myn lawe 330 256 

And makyst wise folk fro me withdrawe 33 . 

•And thynkist in thyn wit that is ful cole * * i" «"■] 
•That he nya but a vetray propre fole * 

•That louyth paramonris to harde & hote * 260 

*Wel wot I ther by / thow begynnyst dote * 

•As olde folis whan here apryt faylyth • vfua, «] 

•Thanne blame they folk & wete nat what hem ealyth * 
•Hast thow nat mad in englya ek the bok • 264 

§How that Crisaeyde Troylia foKok 3325 

Jin schewynge how that * wemen han don mis ' 3335 
*Bit natheles answere me now to this "" 
"Why noldist thow as wel a-seyd goodnea * 268 

•Of wemew aa tiiow haat aeyd wekedenes • 

•Was there no good matyi in thyn mynde • 

•No in alle thyne bokya ne coudist thow nat fynde * 
•Sumstory of wemen that were goode & trewe'* p irewe ««■.] 
*Jia god wot .Ix. bokya olde & news * 273 

•Hast thow thyn self alle ful of storyis grete * 
•That hothe romaynys & ek grekis trcte * 



dbv Google 



FAIRFAX US 16. 4 

340 And sejde / it am I / and come him nere 
241 And salwed him / quod he what dostow here 
2i25So nygil myfl ovne floure / bo boldely 31 

243 Yt irere better worthy / trewly 

244 A worme / to neghen net my flour / than thow 

245 And why aire / quod I / and yt lyke yow 

246 For thow quod he / art tber-to no-thing able 3! 
*Yt is my relyke / digne and delytable 

248§And thow my foo / and al my folke werteyeat 
249 And of myH olde seiTauntes / thow mysseyest 
260 And hynderest hem / widl thy translaciofi 3' 

251 And letteat folke / &om hire deuocioii 

252 [To aerven me / and holdeat it folye] 
253$To aerre love / thou maist yt nat denye 

254 For in picyne text / witS-outen nede of glose 3i 

255 Then hast [translated] the Eomaunce / of the rose 

256 That ie an hereeye / ayeina my lawe 

257 And makest wise folke / fro me witb-drawe 



265§And of Creseyde / thou hast aeyde aa the lyate 332 
266§That maket£ men / to wommen lasae triate 
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Fx. li. Og. a. 

•Of Bundery wemen whiche lyf that they ledde • 276 

"And euere an hunderede goode a-^eyn on hadde • 

•Thia knowith god &, alle clerkis ek * 

*That vsyn aweche materia for to sek • 

•What Beith Valerye Titua or Claudyan • 280 

•What aeith lerome agsyns louynyan • 

•How clene maydenye^ & how trewewyuys • {'inirr.] 
•How stedefaste wedewys durynge alle here lyiiys • 

•Tellyth ^ lerome & that nat of a fewe [•bcon-.] • 284 

•But I dar Beyn an hunderede on a rewe • 

•That it is pete for to rede & routhe • 

•The wo that they endure for here trouthe • 
§' ffor to hyre lone were they so trewe 334§ 288 

•That rathere than they wole take a nowe ' • p-* wr.i 

•They cbose to be ded in sundeiy wyse • 

•And deiedyn as the story wele deuyse * 

•And some were brend & some were cat the hals • 292 

•And some dreynkt for thy woldyw not be &ls • 

•ffor alle kepid* they here maydynhed • [•piacorr.i 

•Or ellw wedlek or here wedewehed • 

•And thia tiling was nat kept for holynesae • 296 

•But al for verray vertu & clennesse • 

•And for men Bchulde sette on hem no lak • 

•And jit they were hethene al the pak • 

•That were bo aore a-drad of alle achame [hhtm*] * 300 

•These olde wemen kepte eo here name • 

•That in this world I trowe men schal nat fpide • 

*A man that* coude he so trowe & kynde • ptBirr.] 

•As was the leste woman in that tyde • 304 

•What seyth also the epistelle of Onyde • 

•Of trewe wyuys & of hero lahowr • 

•What Vincent in his eetoryal myrowr • 

•Ek al te world of autourya mayst tow here • 308 

•Cristene & hethene trete of awich matere * 

•It nedyth nat al day thus for to endite • 

•But }it I ecyo what eylyth the to wryte • 
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288§that befl aa trewe / as ener waa any eri 
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48 PROLOaUfi TO THE LEQENDH. GASSBR. US GQ. 4. 27. 

•The diaf of storyjs & forgete ^ tke com u get* ™t.] * 3 
§Be aeynt ventw of whom that I waa horn 338§ 

§Al-thow thow reneyiBt haet myn lay 3365 

§Aa othere olde folys manye a day 337 3 



^Thow schalt repente it so that it schal be sene 340§ 
§Thflnae8pak Alceste the worthyerequeene^ 3415 [■indeiwrj 
And aeyde god ryjt of ^oura curteyaye 342 

Je motyn herkenyn If he can replye 343 

A^eynfl these pojntys that jehan tohym'mevid' p-'mrrj 
A god ne schnlde not thos heen a-greuyd 345 321 
JBut of hia dede he schal be stable 346 

§And therto ryjtful & ek mercyable 3475 

•He schal nat ryghtfnlly his yre wreke * 324 

•Or he haue herd the tothyr partye apeke * 

*A1 ne ia nat gospel that ia to jow pleynyd * 

•The god of loue heryth manye a tale I-feynyd • 
ffor in joure court is manye a losenger 362 328 

And manye aqueynte totulowr acusour 353 

§That tabowryn in joure eres / many a thyng 3545 
§ffot hate or for leloua ymagynyng 355§ 

§And for to han with jon suro dalyaunce 3565 332 

•Ennye I prere to god jene hire myschauTice * 
Is lauender In the grete court alway 358 

ffor che ne purtyth neythir nygh ne day 359 

Out of the hous of Cesar thus seyth dante 360 336 
Who-so that goth alwey sche mote wante 361 
•This man to jow may wrongly ben acused * v/im, s*] 

"There aa be ryght hym oughte hen exeusid * 
50r ellia aere for that this man is nyce 3625 340 

§He may translate a thyng in no malyce 3635 

5Bat for he vsyth bokis for to make 3645 

§And takyth non hed of what matere he take 3655 
•Therfore he wrot the rose & ek * Crisseyde P i oorrj * 344 
•Of innocence & nyate what he soyde * 
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PROLOOUK TO THE LKOENDE. FAIRFAX MS IB. 49 
an- "»•- ea. tinm. 

•Of thyn answere / avise the rygfit weel 336 

SUgFor thog& thou reneyed / haat my lay 
316§As other wrecchea hail doofl / many a day 337 

SlSJBy seynt Venus / that my moder ya tntm. 

316§If that thou lyve / thou shalt repenten this 

*So ciaelly / that it shal wele be sene 310 

317§Thoo spake this lady / clothed al in gieno 

318 And seyde / god lygfit of youre eortesye [torf si, bmii] 

319 Ye motefl herkefi / yf he can replyo 

320 Agayas al this / that ye haue to him meved 31i 

321 A god / ne aholde nat be thus agreued 
322$But of hya deitee / he shal be stable 
323§And therto gracious / and meroiable 

*Aud yf ye nere a god / that knoveQ alle 348 

"Thanae myghf yt be / as I yow telleS shalle 
•This mane to yow / may felsly ben aoouBed 
*Thei as by righf / him oughte ben excused 

328 For in youre courte / ys many a losengeour 352 

329 And many aqueynt totelere / accusoui 
330§That tabouren in youre eres / many a swofl 
3315Eyghf aftir hiie / ymagynacioB 

332§Xo hare youre daliance / and for envie 35$ 

*Xhise ben the causes / and I shal not lye 
SSSjEuTie ya lauendere / of the Court alvay ««« 

335 For she ne parteth / neither nyght ne day 

336 Out of the house of Cesar / thus seitft dante 360 

337 Who so tiiat gootK / algate she wol nat wante 



340§Aiid eke parauntere / for this man ys nyce 
341 5He myght doofl yt / gessyng no malice 
3i2§For he vaetS thynges / for to make 
3435Hym rekkeffi noghf / of what matere he take 



ODD TBXTS, 
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50 PROLOaUE TO THE LEOENDE. CAMBR. MS Gg. i. 27. 

Fx. n. ci 

Or bynj waa bodyn make thiike tweye 366 

Of aum persone & durste it not with seye 367 

*ffor lie hath wrete manye a bok er this * 3 

He ne hath not don bo greuoaly a-mya 369 3 

To tranalate that olde clerkis wryte 370 

Aa thow that he of maleys wolde endyte 371 

Despit of lone & hadde hym self I-wrouht 372 3 
This achnlde a ryghtwys lord ban in his thoujt 373 

And not ben lyk tyrauntie of lumbardye 374 

§That vsyn wilfulhed & tyrannye 375§ 

ffor he that kyng oi lord is naturel 376 3 
Hym oughte nat be tyravint & crewel 377 Ce^/iw.soot.Hiw 
As is a fermour to don the harm he can 378 ['m/uii.a'ik 

He maste thynke it is his lige man 379 

•And that hym owith o verry duetee * 3 

*Sehewyii his peple pleyn benygnete * 

*And wel to heryn here excuaacyonnj * 

•And here compleyntya ^ & petyciouns • [■ ■ «n 

•In duewe tyme whan they schal it profee * 3i 

This is the sentena of the philysophre 381 

A kyng to kepe hise lygis in iustise 383 

Which oughtyn doute that is hia offise 383 

•And therto is a kyng ful depe I-swom * 31 
*fful manye an huiiderede -wyntyr here he-forn * 

§A]id for to kepe his lordys hit degre 384§ 

Aa it is ryght and skylful that they he 385 

Enhaimaede and / honoured, most dere 386 3' 

ffor they ben half goddys in this world here 387 

This schal he don bothe to pore ryche 388 

Al be that here atat be nat a-lyche 389 

And han of pore folk compassioun 390 31 

ffor lo the gentyl tynde of the lyoun 391 

fFoT whan a flye offendyth hym or bytith 392 [t«6o,i 

He with his tayl awey the flye amytyth 393 

AT esyly for of his genterye 394 3f 

Hym deynyth nat to wreke by?!* on a ilye 395 
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PBOLOOUE TO IBB LBGRIfDE. FAIRFAX MS 10. 51 

346 Of him was boden / maken thilke tweye 366 

347 Of Botutne persone / and durate yt nat with-aeye 

*0r liim repentelh / outrely of this 368 

349 He ne bath, nat doofi / so gievously amys 

350 To tronslaten / that olde detkes writes 

351 And thogft that he / of malice wolde enditeO 

352 Despite of love / and bad bim-selfe yt wrogbf 372 

353 This sboolde a ryghtwis lord / haue in his thoghf^ 

354 And nat be lyke tirauntez / of lumbotdye 
355STbat ban no reward / bat at tyrannye 

356 For he that kynge / or* lord ys in natnrel 376 

357 Hym ogbt nat be / tirannt ne crewel 

358 Aa is a fermour / to doo& the haime he kafi 

359 He moate thinke / yt is his leege mafi \UJte\ 



*And is his treaonr / and his gold in cofre 

365 This ia the sentence of the Philosopbre 

366 A kj^g / to kepe bise leeges in Justice 

367 Wit^-outen doute / that is bis office 



370§A1 wol he kepe hise lordee / in hire degree 381 

371 As it ya ry^t / and sHlfol that they bee 

372 Enbaunced and bonouied / and most dere 

373 For tbey bell half goddya / in this world hera 

374 Yit mote he doofl / bothe ijghf to poore and ryche 

375 Al be that hire estaat / be nat y-liche 389 

376 And hail of poore folke / compassyoa 

377 For loo / the gentil kynde of the lyoft 

378 For whaii a flye / offenditfi him or bitelh 303 

379 He witft bis tayle / aWey the fle smytelfi 

380 Al esely / for of hys gentrya 

381 Hym deynetll not j to wreke bym ofi a flye 
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52 PROLOGUE TO THE LEGBNBK CAMBR. MS Og. i. 27. 

fi. a. Og- H. 
Aa doth a curre or ellis a-nothii beat* 396 382 

In noble cort^e oughte ben aresto 397 

And weyen eueryth by equite 398 384 

And eu^e ban reward to bia ovren d^ire 399 

ffor aire it ia no maystrye for a lord 400 

To dampne a man witb-onte answere or word 401 
And for a, lord that is wol foul to vse 402 388 

And If 80 be he may hynt nat ascuae 403 

§Axith mercy with a aorweful horte 4045 

And proferyth hym ryght in bia bare scherte 405 
To been rygh at joure owene lugement 406 392 

Than ought a god by schort ayiaement 407 [ira/iw. *«*■ t m 
Considere his owene honour & bis treapace ^jmfua, iia«k, i. ti] 
ffor aytbe no cauae of deth lyth in thia cace 409 
Jow oughte to ben the lyghtere merciable 410 396 
Letith jonre yre & betb eamwhat tretable 411 
The man hath seruyd ^ow of hie ^ konnyg 412[ikoi»rr.] 
And fortheryd joure lawe with bis makyng 413 
•Whil he was jong he kepte joure estat * 400 

*I not where he be now a renagat * * p jm* « out.] 

JBut wel I wot with that he can endyte 4145 

He hath makid lewede folk to delyte 415 

To seruyn jow in preysynge of joure name 416 404 
He made the bok that h^hte the bous of fame 41 7 
And ek the deth of Blau?icbe the ducheeae 418 
And the parlemeut of foulis as I gesse 419 

And al the loue of Palamon & Arcito 420 408 

Of tbebea thow the storye is knowe lite 421 

And manye an ympne for thour balydayia 422 
That bightyw baladia roundelya & vyrelayea 423 
And for to apeke of othyr beaynesae [tea/*M] 424 412 
He hath in prose tranalatid Boece 425 

"A^dofthewrechedeengendryngeofmankynde * 
*Aa man may in pope innocent I-fynde • 

And made the lyf also of seynt Cecile 426 4l6 

He made also gon is agret while 427 
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PROLOaCH TO THE LKOENDE. FAIRFAX US 16. 

382 As dooth a cune / oi elles another beat 

3B3 In noble corago / ought ben arest 

384 And weyen euery thing / by equytee 

385 And euer haue lewaide / vnto bis owea d^ree 

386 For syr yt ia no maistrye / for a lorde 

387 To dampne a mao / without answere of words 
3S8 And for a lorde / that is ful foule to Tae 

3 '9 And it so be / he may hym nat excuse 
390§But aaketB mercy / with a diedeful berte 
39 1 And profereth him lyghf / in his bare sherte 
332 To ben rygbf / at your owefi lugement 

393 Than ogbt a god / by short avyaement 

394 Consydre bis owns honour / and hye treapaa 

395 For sytB no cause of dethe / lyetli in thia caaa 

396 Yow oghte to ben / the lyghter mereiable 

397 lete^ youre Ire / and beth suinwbat tretable 

398 The maD hatfi served yow / of his kunnyng 

399 And furthred wel youre lawe / in bia makyng 



402§A1 be bit /that he kan nat wel endite ttarfs(i.i>Mkj 

403 Yet hath he made / lewde folke delyte 

404 To serve yow / in preysinge of your name »(* 

405 He made the book /that bigbf the hous of Fame 417 

406 And eke the deeth / of Blaunche the Duchesse 

407 And the porlement of foulea / as I gesso 

408 And al the love / of Palamofi and Aicite 420 

409 Of Thebes / thogh the stoiye ys knoweil lyte 

410 And many an ympne / for your halydayes 

41 1 That bightefi balades / roundels / viielayes 

412 And for to epeke / of other bolynesse 424 

413 He batii in proce / translated Boeca 



416 And maade the lyfe also / of aeynt Cecile 

417 He made also / goofl ys a grete while 
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64 PBOLOaUB TO THB LEGENDB. CAJtSD. MS Gg. 4. 27. 

Orygenee vp-on tlie maudeleyne 428 418 

HyjM oui^te now to liane the lesse peyne 429 

He hath mad manye a lay A manye a thyng 430 420 

'Sow as je ben a god & ek a kyng 431 

1 joute alceste ■whilom quene of trace 432 

I axe jow this man rygh of ^ouie grace 433 

That J6 hym neuere horte in al his lyne 434 424 

And he achal sweie to jow & that as blyue 435 

He schal no more agiltyn in this wyse 436 

But he schal mskyn as ^e wele deayse 437 

Of wemen trewe in louynge al here lyne 438 428 
"Wher BO je wele of maydya or of wyue 439 [i»^*M,i.is] 
And fortherynjow as meehe as he mysaeyde['«tfwo,i*,(.i7j 

Or in the rose or ellis in crisseyde 441 

The god of lone answerede hire thus a-non 442 432 

Madame quod he it ia ao longe agon 143 

That I jow knew so charytable & trewe 444 

That neusre jit sithe that the world was newe 445 

To me ne fond I nenere non beteie than the 446 436 

That If that I wele saue myn degre 447 

I may ne wel not wame joure requeate 448 

Al lyth in jow doth with hym what jow leate 449 

And al for-;eue with oute leugeie apace 450 440 

ffor who so jenyth a ^ifte or doth a grace 451 

Do it be tyme hie thank is wel te more 452 
And demyth je what he shal' don therfare 453 [' ihiii nrr.] 

Go thanke now myw lady here quod he 454 444 

I Toa and doun I sette me on myn kne 455 

And aeyde thus madame the god a-bone 456 

ffor-jelde jow that je the god of loue 457 

' Han makyd me his wrethe to forjeue 458 448 

And jeue me grace so longe for to leue 459 

That I may knowe aothly what }e be 460 

That han me holpyii &■ put me in awich degre 461 

But trewely I wcnde as in this cas ['«v<ii] 462 452 

Xnught haue a-gilt ne don to lone trespaa 4G3 
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FBOLOaUE TO THE LEQENDE. FAIRFAX MS IQ. 65 

Oa. ««.. Fx. Unit. 

il8 Origenea / vpofi the Maudeleyne 428 

419 Hj-m oughte eow / to have the lease .pejne 

420 He hath maade many a lay / and many a things 

421 Now as ye be a god / and eto a kynge 

422 I your Alceate / whilom quene of Trace tmia 432 

423 Y aske yow thia mafl / rygfit of your grace 

424 That ye him uever hurte / in al his lyve 

425 And he shal swereO to yow / and that blyre 

426 He shal neuer more / agilten in this wyse 436 

427 But shal makeQ / as ye wol deuyse 

428 Of wommefl trewe / in lovyng al hire lyfe 

429 Wher bo ye wol / of mayden or of wjfe 

430 And forthrefl yow / as muche as he mysaeyde 440 

431 Or in the Rose / or elles in Cieaeyde 

432 The god of love / answerede hire anoofi 

433 Madame quod he / it is so long agoofl 

434 That I yow knewe / so tharitable and trewe 444 

435 That neuer yit / syn that the worlde was newe 

436 To me / ne founde y better noon than yee 

437 If that ye wolde / save my degree 

438 I may ne wol nat / weme your requeate 448 

439 Al lyetfi in yow / dooth wyt6 hyia / as yow liste 

440 I al foryeve / withoutefl lenger space 

441 For who so yeveth a yifte / or dootfi a grace peiif b»i 

442 Do it bytyme / hia thank ys wel the more 462 

443 And demetE ye / what he shal doo therfore 

444 Goo thanke now my lady / here quod he 

445 I rooa / and dome I aette me / oik my knee 

446 And seyde thus / madame the god a-bove 456 

447 For-yelde yow / that thee god of love 

448 Han maked me / his wrathe to foryive 

449 And feyve me] grace ao long / for to lyve 

450 That I may knowe / aoothly what ye bee 460 

451 That han me hoipe / and put me in thia degree 

452 But trewly I wende / as in this caa 

453 Naugfif have agilt / ne doofl to love trespaa 
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56 FItOLOaUE TO THE LGOENDE. OAMBS. MS Off. 4. 37. 

ffor why a trewe man with oute drede 464 464 

Hath nat to parte with a thoujB dode 465 

Ke a trewe louere may ' me nat blame 466 [" nur o«tJ 

Thaw that I epekeafals^ louero sum schame 467 pWiowr.] 

They aughte rathcte with me for to holde 468 458 

ffor that I of Criaeyde wrot or tolde 469 

Or of the rose what so myn anjtour mente ' 470 p t mw-l 

Algate god wot it was myn entente 471 461 

To forthere trouthe in lone & it cheryae 472 

And to be war from falsenesse & from vice 473 

By swich enaauwiple this was myn nienynge 474 464 

And sehe answerde lat be thyn arguyiige 475 

ffor loue ne wele nat countyrpletyd be 476 

In ryght ne wrong & leme this at me 477 

Thow hast thyw grace & * holde the ryght therto* i^-'mrj 

Now wole I aeyn what penaimce thow achat do 479 469 

ffor thyn Jrespace & vndyrstonde it here 480 

Thow achalt whil thow lenyst jer be jere 481 

§The moste partye of thyw lyf Bpende 4825 *'2 

In matynge of a gloryoua legende 483 

Of goode wemen maydenya & wyues 484 

That were trewe* in leuynge al here lyuys 485 pmojir.j 
And telle of false men that hem betrayen 486 476 
That al hero lyf ne don nat bat aaayen 487 

How manye wemen / they may don a schame 488 
ffor in ^oure world that ia now holdyn game 489 

§And thow the leetyth nat a lonere be 490} 480 

Spek wel of loue this penannce jene I the 491 
And to the god of lone I schal so preye 492 

That he schal charge biae aerwauntya by ony weye 493 
To fortheryn the & wel thy« labour qnit« 494 484 
Go now thyn wey thyn penauwce is bat lyte 495 



The god of loue gau amyle & tha«ne he seyde 498 
Wostow qwod he wher thia be wif or mayde 499 
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454 For why a trewe mafi / withoutefl drode 464 

455 Hath nat to parten / with a thevea dede 

466 Ke a trewe louei / ogBt ine not to blame 

467 Thogh that I spake / a fala lovere Boa shame 

468 They oghte rather with me / for to hnlde 468 

459 For that I of Creeeyde / wroot or tolde 

460 Of of ihe Kose / what so myfi Auctoar mente 

461 Algate god woot / yt was m.yii entente 

462 To forthrefl tronthe in love / and yt cheryce 472 

463 And to hen war fio falsneese / and £ro vine 

464 By awiehe ensample / this was my menynge 

465 And she anawerde / lat be thy& Arguynge 

466 For love ne wol nat / countrepleted be 476 

467 In ryghf ne wrong / and leine that of me 

468 Thow hast thy grace / and holde the ryghf therto 

469 Now wol I seyfl / what penance thon sbalt do 

470 For thy trespas / Tnderetonde yt here 480 

471 Thow shall while that thou Ijrveat / yere by yere 
472§The most portye / of thy tyme spende 

473 In makyng / of A glorious legende 

474 Of good wymmefl / maydenes and wyvee 484 

475 That werefl trew in lovyng / al hire lyves 

476 And telle of fals mefl / that hem bytraieD 

477 [That al hir lyfe ne do nat but asaayen] 

478 How many women / that may dooii aehame Deif»,b»(4] 

479 For in yoiue worlde / that is now holde a game 489 
480§And thogh the lyke nat / a lovere bee 

481 Speke wel of love / this penance yive I the 

482 And to the gctd of love / I shal 8o pieye 492 

483 that he shal charge / his servantez by any weye 

484 To forthren thee / and wel thy labour quyte 

485 Goo now thy weye / this penannce ys but lyt« 
•And whafl this book ye maade / yive it the quene 
•On my byhalfe / at Eltham or at Sheene 497 

486 The god of love gan smyle / and thafl he sayde 

487 Wostow quod he / wher this be wyf or mayde 
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S8 FROLOOUE TO THE LBOaNDE. CAMBB. MS Og. 4. S7. 



Or queen or cuntesse or of what degre 600 488 

That hath so lytil peuaiince jeuyn the 501 

That hast deseruyd aorere for to amerte 602 [tftsi."-] 

But pete rennyth aone in gentil herte 603 
That mayat thow sen sche kytheth what sche is 604 492 

And I answerde nay sere bo haue I blys 505 

No more but that I ae wel sche is good 006 

That ia a trewe tale by myn hod 507 

Qod loue & that thow kuowist wel parde 608 496 

3if it be 80 that thow a-viae the 609 

Haat thow nat in a bok lyth in thyn cheate 610 

The grete goodnesse of the queene Alceste 611 

That tumede was in to a dayesye 612 500 

Sche that for lute hosbonde chea to deye 613 

And ek to gon to helle lathere than he 514 

And Erenlea reacued hire parde 516 

And broughte hyre out of helle a^eyn to blys 516 604 

And 1 answerde a-^en & seyde jia 517 

Now knows I hire & ia this goode alceste 618 

The dayes eye & myn owene herte ia reste 519 

Now fele I wel the goodnesse of this wif 620 508 

That bothe oftyr hire deth & ek hiie lyf 521 

Hire grete bounte doubelyth hire renoun 522 

Wel hath ache quit me myn affeccioun 523 

That I haue to hire flour the dayeaye 524 512 

No wondyr is / thow loue hire stellesye 525 

Aa tellyth Agaton for hyre goodnesse 526 

Hire white coroun boryth of it witnesse 527 

fTor al-ao manye vertuys hath ache 628 516 

As smale flourys in hyre coroun be 029 

Of ramembraims of hire & in honour 530 

Cibella made the dayeaye & the flour 631 

I-Coroned al with whit aa men ma se 532 520 

And Mare ' jaf to hire corone red parde 533 pimrrj 

In stede of rubeis set a-mong the white 534 

Therwith thisQueene wexredforschamealyte 635 
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Oa. litt. ti. Hm 

488 Or qneene or ConnteBBe / or of what degre 6( 

489 That hat£ so lytel penauce / jivefi thee 

490 That hast deseraed [sore for to smerte 

491 But pite renneth] soooe in geatil bert« 

492 That maistow seen / shekythe^ what she ys S( 

493 And I answered nay eiie / so have I blya 

494 Ka mooie but that I see wel / she is good 

495 That is a trewe tale / by myfl hood 

496 Quod love / and thon knowest wel pardee 6( 

497 If yt be BO / that thou arise the 

496 Hastow nat in a book / lyt& in thy cheste 

499 The gret goodneaae / of the qtieoe Alceste 

500 That turned was / in-to a dayaye SI 

501 She that for hire honsbonde / cheea to dye 

502 And eke to gooit to hsUe / rather thaO be 
603 And eicules / rescowed hire parde 

504 And hro^t* hir out of belle / agayne to blys 61 

505 And I anawerd agey& / and sayde yis 

506 Now kuowe I hire / and is this good Alceste 

507 The daysie / and myn oweue bertee reate 

508 Now fele I weel / the goodnesse of this wyf fil 

509 That botB aftir bii detll / and in hir lyP 
610 Hir giete hounte / doableth hire reuoO 
fill "Wei hath she quyt me / mjfl afTeccioO 

61 2 That I have to hire fiour / the daysye 5'. 

613 No wondei* ys / tho^ loue hire stellyfye 

614 Aa telletb agatod / for hire goodenease Ci>^ 

615 Hire white cotowne / herith of hyt witnesse 

616 For also many yertuea / hadde sbee 5! 
517 Aa amale florotms / in hire corowne hee 

818 In reuembraunce of biie / and in honours 

519 Cihella maade the daysye / and the floure 2,^ 

620 Y-crowned al with white / as mefl may see *™" 

621 And Mars yaf to hire corowne / reede pardee S'- 
522 In stede of Rubyea / eette amoi^ the white 

$23 Therwitii this queene / wex reed for shame a lyte 
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60 FBOLOaUB TO THE LEQEHDEL CAUSE. US ag. 4. 37. 

Whan sche \vas preysid bo in hire presence 536 534 
Thanne seyde lone a ful gret neglygejjce 537 

5Waa it to the t-o write onatedefaat-neBse 538 

•Of women aithe thow knowiat Lere gooduease • 
•By pref & ek by storyis tere by-fom Vofuti * 528 
•Lot be the chaf & writ wel of the com * 

•Why noldist thow han writyn of aleeate * 

•And latyn Criseide ben a-slepe & rest • 

•ffot of alceste acbulde thyn wiytywge be • 632 

gSyn that thow wist that calandier Is * she 542 [Utairr.] 
§0f goodnesse for sche taught* of Jyn loaynge 644§ 
And namely of wifhod the lyaynge 545 

And alle the boundys that sche aughte kepe 546 536 
Thyn lityl wit was thilke tyme a-slepe 547 

But now I chaise the vp-on thyn lyf 548 

That in thyn* legende thow make of this wif 549 [»rnn)rT.j 
Whan thow hast othere smale mad by-fore 550 640 
And fare now wel I charge the no more 551 



At cliopatre I wele * that thow begynne 566 p ihit (h « 
And BO forth & myn lone so shalt ton Wynne 567 5 
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FBOLOOUE TO THE LEQEHBE. FAIRFJX MS It. 61 

524 Whan she waa preysed / so in hire presence 536 

525 Thanne aeyde love / a ful giete necligence 
6265Waa ya to tKe / that ylke tjmo thou made 538 

•Hyd Abaolofl thy treaafs / in balade [»• i. un, j. «] 

*That then folate hire / in thi songe to sett« 640 

•Syil that thou art / so gretlj in hire dette 
533§And woat wel / that kalender ys shee 

•To any womafl / that wol loTor hee 
G34§For she tai^ht al the crafte / of fyne lovyog 544 

535 And namely of wyf hode / the Ijvyng 

536 And al the bouades / that she oght kepe 

537 Thy litel witte / was thilke tyme a-slepe 

638 But now I charge the / vpofl thy lyfo 548 

539 That in thy legende / thou make of thys wyfe 

540 WhaQ thou hast other smale / ymaade before 

541 And fare now wel / I charge the namore 

*Bat er I goo / thus muche I wol the telle <»'<• 

•Me shal no trewe lover / come in helle 553 

Thiae other ladies / sittynge here arowe 

•Ben in my balade / yf thou kanst hem knowe 

•And in thy bookea / alle thou shalt hem fynde 656 

•Gave hem in thy legende / now al in mynde 

•I mene of hem / that hen in thy knowyng 

■For here hen twenty thousande moo sittyng 

•Thanne tbou knowest / good wommea alle 660 

•And trewe of love / for oghf that my byfelle 

•Make the metres of hem / as the lest [i«t «>■ ii"tj 

•I mot gooil home / the sonne draweth west 

•To paradys / with al thiae companye 564 

•And serve alwey / the fressh dayaye 

542 At Cleopatre I wole / that thou b^ynne 

543 And so fotthe / and my love so shal thou wynne 
•For lat see now / what man that lover be 668 
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TO TEE LEQENDE. CAMBR. US C 



§And mtli that word of slep I gan a-wake 57S§ 541 
And ryf^t thus on myn legende gan I make 579 545 



Explidit prohemiuia 
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PROLOGnE TO THE LEQENDB. FAIRFAX US 16. 

•Wol doofl SO atronge a peyne / for love as she 
*I wot wel that thou maiat nat / al yt ryme 
•That swich lovera / dide in hire tyme 
•It TTere to long / to reden and to here 
•Sufiich me / thoa make in this manere 
•That thou leherce / of al hir lyfe the grete 
•After thise olde Auctonra / lystefl for to trete 
•For who so shal / so many a atorye telle 
•Sey shortly or he shal / to longo dwelle 
B44§And with that worde / my hokes gaa I take 
545 And ijghf thus ofl my legende / gafl I make. 
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In. this hitherto unidentified MS. of Shirley's, the Sion 
College paper MS. Archives, 2. 23, ab. 1440 a.d., which 
contains the much-desired " Chauc[er1 " by the side of its 
A B C, the poem is preceded, as in the other prose MSS. 
of De Guileville'fl Ly/ of Man\ by the following passage, 
leaf 78 (or sheet x, leaf 8), baclii, 2 lines from foot : — 

" AniS ^anne of fe clowde a scripture ehe caste me ant? 
sayde f ua /Loo heere howe Jiou shouldest pray hii* boofie 
at jaa neede / peaf 79] Ami (uweyee whano f ou ebalf bauq 
sembUble neede and when in socbe olde handes fvou shalt 
beo / Kowe reede if anoon appertelich / aniJ byseeche hir 
deroutUiA an<J with Teiray hei* hehoote hii Jiat wolt beo' 
goode and truwe pilgryme / AniJ fat Jioa wolt neuer goo 
by waye / feere powe wenest for to fynde shreweil pnaa / 
KoTve I wol telle yowe of script?yTe I Tndid if andf 
vnplyted if and redde if / an<} niaade at alle poyntee my 
preyer in. be fourme and manor bat Jie same scripture 
conteenedl / an(J as Gracedieux bade me / I sayde if / be 
mauere anfl foume of be scriptwre yee ahoule heere / If" 
babece / yee conne weel / yee may weel Tnderatande artl' 
KghtlicE vnderstande if if" if beo neede / " 

and is foUowd, on leaf 81, back, by 

WHan ^os I hade made my preyer . to hir 
(lat is deepeneer to Gracedieux I heef 
my haude and drougfie my bourdon) to 
me /. Gracedieux as I haue tolde yowe / of hir goodship 
raughf if me ■/ whane I hade if to Gracedieux I aayde / 
its me thinkebfl righf nowe I fynde / bat it' yee wolde belpe 
me / I ehoulde beo leysecJ ageyne / and fat . anoone/ I 
Bhoulde haue heele / yif- with youre oynemenf ye Isolde 
enoynte me / weel I wot fat my charbouncle hajje so weel 
Tnbokelde fe bocle / vndcr whiaB -yee weren boded / Jiat 
fredam she gylefe yowe to help fieelke Jiat yee wollen / 
fott^e fey beo deed or huite/" &c. 

■ See Ota eilraots'&om i MSS. on the balF-tiUe to the Parallel- 
teartt ol the A B C. The Supplementary Parallel-TexU at (he 
poem are from independent MSS. Mr Fenwick tells me that there 
are no englisht DeOuileTilleB in the oolleotion of hia fath«r-in<]aw, 
the late Sir Thomas F^illippa, at Cheltenham. 
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124-125 PAB.-TBxr 

66 AS ABO. SION COLLEOE MS. (sBIBLBT). 



[Sion CoU. MB., Arc. 2. 23, Shirl^g, leaves 79—81, bach.] 

If ^cipit carmen secandimi ordinem liteianun Alphabeti. 

[Jrom marffin] H Clianc[er] H DeTotisaims oracio [ad} 
Mariaio. pro ontni ten^tacioiie] tiibulacioMB necess[itate] 
«ngustia. 

(1. A.) 

ALmigBty ■ and almercjable qweene .A. 1 

To vhrane [lat al / fris worlde flee^ for aoconr / 
To bane leleeee of / sjnne and soiowe and teene / 
Gloiyona Tiigyne / of alle fiourea flour 4 

To J»ee I orye / confoimdei} in errour 
Helpe and releefi / Jmu migBty debonayre / 
Haae mercy / on my parayllous langoure / 
Venqwysed me hajw / my cniwel adaeisayre / 8 

(2. B.) 
V Bountee ao fixse / hafe in f yne hert hia tente .B. 9 
^t weele I wot* )h)u wolt hu aocooi be / 
Jjowe const not* veeme / Mm / ^t with goode entenf 
Axe^e ))yne help / )>yue. hert ie ay so free / 12 

J)ou art largeaae / of pleyna felicytee / 
Haven of reftiyte / of qwyete and of real? 
Loo howe y&t tbeevea / seven chasen me / .r. mtm aeiij •toatt, 
Helpe lady bright / er Jtat iny ahippe to-bieal^ 16 

(3. C.) 
% Coumfort is noon / bat in yowe lady deere / .C. 17 
For loo my eynne / anci my confiisyoun / 
Wbiche augfiten nof / in f y preaonee appeere 
Hane taken on me / a greaons accyoun 20 

Of verray ligfit / and desperacyoun 
And as by rigfit / Jey migbt weel aousteene ( 
Jat I were worJ>y / my dampnacyoim 
Ner mercy oP yowe / blisM hevens qweene / 24 

SIGN COLI.EGB (sHIRLBT) 
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[Bodleian MS. 638, let^f 204.] 

[Littes70,135-&,l6S,slu}V!tiaiibuA B C %iias not copied 
fiwn that in Fairfax 16.] 

(1. A) 

ALmighty & almetcyable queue A 1 

To whom ^ tluB Torld fleith for aooon ' c jck on tf] 
To haoe reles of ajaaa sorwe & teiie 
Glorionse virgyn of dl floniis floun 4 

To the I fle confonndid in eironre 
Help & releue thou mighty debonayra 
Haue meicy on my peiylooae langooie 
Venquysahid hath me my cnidi Aduersayre 8 

(2. B.) 
Bounte so fyx hath in thin hert his tent B 9 

That weB I wote thou wolte my eocotue be 
Thow kanat not weme him that with goo<I entout 
Askith thia help thin bert ys ay so &e 12 

Thou art largeaee of pleynt Felycite 
Hauen of refute of qnyete & of rest 
Lo bow that theuye aevyn chasin me 
Helpe lady bright er my shippe to brest 16 

(3. C.) 
Comfort ifl non but in you lady dere C 17 

For lo my synne & my confasyoB 
Which ought not in thi presence appere 
Han take on me / a greuoua accyon 20 

Of vertay ri^^t & diaperacyoB 
And as bi rights thei myght wefi sosteiie 
That I were worthi my dampnacyoD) 
Ifere merey of yon bliefuH heuenys qaene 24 

B0DI.ET 
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126-I27 PAR.-TEKT 

68 AH A 11 U. SION COLLfXIE KS. (SHIRLBY). 

(4. D.) 
IT Doute ia Jier noone / fowe qweene of miaericorde / .D, 25 
Jiat Jiou art cause / of grace and mercy here / pat n, i>»ck] 
Go3 vowchedsaufi / thoroi^he Jiee with vs tocords 
For certes lady / and blisfiil moder deere / 28 

"Weer nowe fe bowe / bent in enebe manere / 
Afl if was firsf of" Instlce / and of Ire / 
J)e rightful noolde / of no mercy heere 
But thorot^he feo baue wee / grace aa wee desyre / 32 

(5. E.) 

V Ende hajie myne hope / of* refuyt been in ^e .K. 33 . 
For bere byfome / ful ofTP in many a wyse / 

Hastowe / to mysericorde / reaceyued me / 

But mercy lady / at f e gret aseyse / 36 

Wbane we shal come / byf ore ^ begfie lustyce / 

To lyteH fruyf / sbal Jianne in me be founde 

fat but JiowB or / fat day me weel chaatyce / 

Of verraye rigbt / my wert wol me confounde / 40 

(6. F.) 
If Fleyng" I flee for aocour to J>y tenf .F, . 41 

Me for to hyde / frome tempest" fill of" dreede / 
Beeeching' yowe / fat yee yowe nought absent" 
|iaughe I beo wyck" / help yit at J)is needo 44 

Al baue I beon a beeat" / in wille and deeds 
Yit lady f owe me cloo)>e / with ]iy grace / 
Jyne enemy and myfi / yit lady take heoda 
Vn to my deojte / in poynt is me to chace / 48 

(7. G.) 

V Gloiyoua mayde / and moder which Jtat euer ,G. 49 
Waa neuer youre letter / in eorjie neyj>er in see 

Bnt ful oP awettnesse / and of" mercy euer / 

Hctpe fat my fader / ne be nof wrofe witft me / 62 

Speke {lou for euer / I dare noo^t him see 

So hane I doone in eorjre / ellas [re wbyle 

fat certea but / if f on my aocour be 

To atynke eteme / he wol my gooate exyle / 56 

HION COLLEQB (sHIRLEY) 
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69 

(4. D.) 

Doute ya ther nofi queue of miserycorde Rf *•«.»] D 25 

That thow nart cause of grace & mercy here 

God Touchid-sauf thoroj the with tb tacorda 

For certis crietyB hlisfuH modre dere 26 

Were now the bow I-bent in Buch manera 

As it was fiiBt of luBtyce & of Ire 

The rightfuH god nolde of no mercy here 

But thnrgh thee haue we grsce aa we desyre 33 

(5. E.) 
Euyi hath myfi hop« of refute yn the be E 33 

For here bifore fufi ofte yn many wys 
Vnto mercy hastow receyuidl me 

But mercy lady at the grete Assyse 3^ 

When we ahul come bifore the higli lustyse 
So liteH good ehaH then in me be foonde 
That hut thou erthat day correcte me 
Of Terray right my werke wuH me confoonde 49 

(6. F.) 
Fleynge I flee for soooure to thi tent F 41 

Me for to bide &o tempest fnU of drede 
Besechyug* you that ye yon not absent 
Though I he wicke help yit at this nede 44 

Afi bane I ben a beete in witte & dede 
Yet lady thou me clothe with thy grace 
Thyne enmy & myn lady take hede 
Yn-to my deth in poynt ys me to chace 48 

(7. O.) 
Glorious maide & modre which that neuyr [iwrtos] Q 49 
Were bittre nor in ertfi nor in see 
Bat fuH of awetnys & of mercy euyr 
Help that my fadir be not wroth witJl me 52 

Speke tbou for I ne dar nat hioi I-ee 
So hane I don in ertb alias the while 
That certia but that thou my eocoure be 
To stinke eterne be wuH my goate exyle 56 

BUULET 
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123-129 PAR.-TEXT 

70 Atf ASa SlOli COLUSaB JfS. (bhiblbt). 

(8. H.) 
fi He wowchedaauff' telle him as was his wille / .H. 
Become a man / to haue oure alljannce / 
An<} witii his precyons hloode / he wroote {>e hille 
Vpoa ^ crosse / as general acquytaiince / 
To eneiy penytent / in M creauiico / 
And )>er foie lad; hrigfit / ^on for tb pray 
^ane sliait [Ktwe l)Oo|>e / atjnf al cure gtevaunce / 
And make cure f oo / to faylen of his praye / 

(9.1) 
fl I wote it weel / fou wolt beon oure socoute / [kmj .1. 
fion art so fal of< bountee in certeiu 
For whane a soule falle^ in eiiour / 
}7 pytee goofie / and haolejw hltn agejne 
^anne makesf ))on / his pees wiUi his soueieyn 
And bringesf him / ont of pe ciooked stroete 
Who BO pe loue^e he shal nob loue in Teyn 
fiat shal he fynde / as )» lyfi shal lets 

(10. K.) 
f Kalendiers enlamyned hecm j>ey .K. 

]}at in Jiis woilde / beon lig&ted wi& )iy name / 
And wko 80 goo^ to yoa / fe right vey 
Him thar nof dreede / in sonle to be laame / 
Nowe qveene of coiunforf sith ^on art fiat aaame / 
To whome I seecbe / for my medecyne / 
Late not' my foo / my wownde no moie vntaame / 
Myne heele in to fiyne hande al I rescue 

(11. L.) 
IT Lady ^y sorwe / ne cane I nought ponrtoaye .L. 
Vnder fie crosse / ne his greuous penaunce / 
But for youie boofies / penaunce I yowe praye / 
Late nouf^t / oure aldres foo / make his bobauiice / 
P&t he ba^e in his lystes / of* meschaunce / 
Convict / fiat yee bojie / haue bought so deeie / 
As I sayde erst fion grounde ofi oure aubataunce 
Contynue on va / (ly pitous eyen cleere / 

SION COLLEQE (SB IB LBV ) 
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PAB.-nan' 128-129 

AS ASO. SODLSIAS MS. US. 71 

(8. H.) 
He TOQchld sauf tcfl him as was his will H 57 

Bicome a man as for oote alliatmce 
And with, hia blode he wrote the biH 
Vpon the Croia as generall acqnytannce 60 

To euery penitent in fuH creaunce 
And therfor lady bryghf / thon for ts prey 
Than shallow both stynt AH greuaonce 
And make ooie Foo to fiuleS or his prey 04 

(9. I.) 
I wote it weH thou wolt ben) onre Hocoiire I 65 

That art so fuH of boonte yn certeyn) 
For when) a soule falUth in enoore 
Thi pite goUi & halith him A-geyid 68 

Then makistov his pea with his aonyreyn) 
And bringest him ont of di'ede 
Who so the louyth he ahaB not lone in veyn) 
That sh^ he finde when he the life shall Iet« 73 

(10. E.) 
Ealendrys enlumynei} beth tbel dhi ioe,biA] K 73 
That yn this woride beth lighted with thi name 
And who so gooth to yon the right wey 
Him thar nat drede in sonle to be lame 76 

Hov quene of comforte sith thon art fat same 
To whom I sech for my medycyne 
Lat not my fo no more my wounde entame 
Min hele into thin honde (^ I resigne 80 

(11. L.) 
Lady thi aorwe kan I not portrey L 81 

Vndir the Crois ne his greuous penaunce 
But for youre both pejnes I you prey 
Lat not ouie aller fo make hia bobavnce 81 

That he bath in hia liates of myschannce 
Connycte that ye both han bought so dere 
As I seide eiste thou gronnde of oar substaunce 
Contynew in tb thi pitonse yen clere 88 
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130-131 PAB.-TEXT 

72 AK ABO. SIOS COLLEOS BS. (shIBLEY). 

(12. M.) 
IT Moyees fiat aaug&e / ^e busshe wit£ flaumbes tfi .M. 89 
Brennyng' of whiche / fat neaer oon stroke breml 
Was signe of fyne j vnwemmed! majdenhetJ 
Jiou art fe busdle / on which Jrer gan deecende 92 

Jie hooly gooate / fe whicB {>at moyses wende 
Hade beon on fuyre / sai Jiis was in fygure / 
Nowe lady frome f e fuyre / fiou vs defende / 
WhicB fat in heUe / etemaUy ahftl dare / ' 96 

(13. If.) 
% Xoble pryncesse / fat neuer hadest pere / .If. 97 
Certes if any coumfotP in oua be / 
J3at coniefe of fee / Jjou Crystes moder deeia 
We haue noon ofer / melodye or glee / 100 

Vs to reioyae / in oure adueraytee / 
Ne advocaf noon / fat dare fanne preye / 
For vs aniJ fat / for litel hyre as yee / [leitBo. biwii] 

fat helpen for / an Aue maiy or twey 104 

(U. O.) 
IT verraye ligBt / of eyegfien fat beon blynde .0. 103 
Terrayo lonat' of labour an<f distresae 
tresorer of bountee / to mankynde 

Yee whome goi cheease / to moder for humblesse 108 

J'rome his ancylle / he made yowe maystresse 
OP heven ande eorf e / oure bille vp to beede 
Jjia wotlde awaytefe / euer on fy goodnesae / 
For f ou ne faylest / neuer wigBt at neede / 112 

(15. P.) 
IT Pourpoae I haue / some tyme for to enquere / .P. 113 
Wherfore aniJ why / f e hooly gooste fe Bought / 
"VVhane Gabryelles voyce / come vn to f yne ere / 
He not to werre vs / suche a wonder wrought / 116 

But for to saue va / fat he syfen bought 
J3ane neodef e vs / no wepen for to liaue / 
But oonly fer / we did not" / as vs aughf 
Do pcnytence ■/ anit mercy axe auiJ haue/ 120 

iUOK COI.LEGE ^SHlIt[,l!:Y) 
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(12. M.) 
Moyses that aaugh the bussh with flambes led M 89 
Breunyuge of whi<^ ther ueuyr b. styk brendo 
Was signe of thin vuwemyd maydinhed! 
Thou art the bussh on which ther gan discends 92 

The holi goate which that Moysea wende 
Had ben a fire & this was yn ffiguro . 
;Now kdi fro the fire thou ve defende 
Which that in heH enteinally Bhalt dure 9$ 

(13. N.) 
KobuH princ«88e that neuyi hadiat pcie [Unftw] N 97 
Certis if any comforte yn ts be 
That comyth of the cristys modre dere 
We han non othir melody or gle 100 

Va to leioiae la oure aduersite 
Ne adaocate non that wid] & dai' eo prey 
For va & that for ao liteU hire Ab ye 
That helpin for An Ane Marye or twey 104 

(U. 0.) 
O verry light* of yen that ben blinde 105 

very lust of laboure & distresae 
tresorere of bounte to mankiude 

The whom god ches to modre for humblesse 108 

From his Ancille he made the mastresae 
Of heuin & erth oure biH vp for to bede 
This worlde awaiteth enyr on thi goodneaao 
For thou ne f^eat ueuyr wight At neede 112 

(16.P.) 
Purpos I haue aom tyme for tenquere P 113 

Wherefor & whi the holi gooat fe souyht 
When gabriellys vois came to thin ere 
He not to werre tb auch a wondir wrought 116 

But for to sane va that he aithis bought 
Than nedith tb no wepne va to eaue 
Bat oonly thor aa we did not aa we ought 
Do penitence & mercy axe & haue, lilO 
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133-133 PAB.-TKXT 
74 AH ABC. 



. (aHIBLET). 



(16. Q.) 
^ Qveeneof'coumfoiti'yit whennelmebetheuk' ."J. 121 
^t I agilt haue / boo^e offf bim and ^ee / 
Aiwi )iat my Boule / ia worthy for to synlra 
EUos I kay^rff- wbider may L flee / 121 

Who shal vn to fy aone my meene bee / 
Who but ])y self •/ fat art of pyte welle 
^ou hasf more routhe / of< ouie aduersytee 
^anne in fi^ vorldo / migtit any tuDg telle 128 

(17. E.) 
IT Bedrease me moder / and! ^we me ohastise .E. 129 
For certaynly / my fadeia chAstyaing' 
^at dar I nougbt / abyden / in no wyse / 
So .hidona it ia / {le ligbtful rekennyng" 132 

Moder of whome / oure mercy gaa to spiyng* 
Beo)>e yee my luge / ande eeke my eoulee leeche 
Por euer in yowe / is pitee aboundyng' 
To yche fat Tol / of pitee yowe byaeBche 13© 

(18. 8.) 
V Soo^ is fat god / ne giaimtefe no pitee .S. 137 

Witfi outen fee / for god ofi his goodnesse 
Foryivefe noone / but it ]yke vn to fee / 
He baf e f ee made, vicayre and mayatresee onfau HO 
Of* al fe 'woilde an<} eeke ' gonusmereaae / 
Of beven and Le ropiessefe bis iustice / 
AfFtei f y wille / and ferfore in witnesse / 
He bafe fee corouned in ao lyal a wyse / 144 

(19. T.) 
H Temple denoute / fer god hafe bis wonnyng" .T. 145 
Fro whiche * feoa misbyleued depryued beon 
To yowe my eoule / penytent* I bring* / 
Beaceyuefe me / I ne cane no firfer fleen 148 

With thomea venymona / O ■ beven qwerai 
For wbictl f e eorfe / acuraed was ful yoore / 
I^ am aoore wownded as yee may wee! aeen I'jiritAt] 

Pat I am loate / hit smertefe me bo booto / 152 

8I0N COLLBGB {SBIRLEt) 
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(16. Q.) 
Queneof comforte yitwben Zmethinke orw^btQ Q 131 
Tliat I agUte haue both Mm & the 
And that my aoule ya woithi for to etynks 
Alias I kaityf wHdir may I fle 124 

Who shaH vnto thi aofl my mens be 
Who but thi Belf that art of pite well 
Thou hast more ioat& on owre aduereyte 
Than in this voild might< any tonge teU 128 

(17. R.) 
Bedresae me modir & me chaetyse * R 129 

For certia my (adrya cheatysynge 
Dar I nat a-bide in no wyee * 

8o hidouse ia his rightfuH lekenynge 132 

Modir of whom col's mercy gon to spiynge 
Beth ye my luge & eke my aoulys lochs 
For euyr in you ya pite haboundynge 
To.eoerych that wutt of pite you beseCh 136 

(18.. 8.) 
Soth ia that he ns gnantyth no pite S 137 

Without the for god of his goodneeae 
Foryeuith non but it like vn-to the 
He hath the made vikayie & maiatreaae 140 

Of t^ this worlde & eke goaemesse 
Of hsuyn & hs repressitli his loatyse 
Aftyr thi wlH & therfor in wytnease 
He hath the corownyd yn so riatt wyse 1^4 

(19. T.) 
Templedeuoute theTegod bathhiswonynge DrwT] T 146 
Fro which thia myabileuyiJ depryued ben) 
To you my soule penitent I btynge 

Beceyue me I tan no ferthir flen) 143 

With thomes venymous I heuyn quene 
For which the erth acursid was fuli yore 
I am BO woundid as ye may well aene 
That I am loate ^moste it smert so acre 152 
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134-135 PAR.-TEXT 

76 AN ABC, SION COLLEaS MS. (sHlRLliV;. 

<20. V.) 
IT Virgyne )iat (irf bo uoble of appafsyle / .V. 153 

AniJ ledest vs / in to fyne heghe toure / 
Of poradja / )iou me 'wiase and cotmsayle 
Howe I may haue / py grace and )iy aocouie / 156 

AI haae I beon in filthe / and in enour / 
Lady vu to )>at courte / Jvou me adlourae / 
fat clepetf is fy benche / / fressbe flome 
feei as ])at mercy ener / shal Beioame / 160 

(21.x.) 
IT Xpo. ^ fy aone / J»at in fis worldo alight .X. 161 

Vpofl )« crosae / to soufte his pasayoun i' corfaHH] 
And eeke auffred / )iat longeuB his hert pigBt 
Ani made hia heit bloode / to renne adovne / IQi 

So waa it al / for my aaluacyoun / 
And I to him am fals / and eeke vnkynde 
And yit he wol / not my dampnacyoun 
t)ia thank' I you / aoooni of" al man kaynde / 168 

\22. T.) 
IT Tsaac / -was figure / oP hia deefe certayne .Y. 169 
J)at 80 ferforfe / his fader wolde obeye 
))at him ne rought / no thingi to be slayne 
EigKt 80 fj sone iysf aa a lambe to dye / 172 

Nowe lady ful of mercy I yowe preye 
Sith he is mercy / meaured so large / 
Be yee nof skant / for alle ve sing< and aeye / 
J)at yee beon &ome / vengeaunce ay onre taarge / 176 

(23. Z.) 
IT Zacharye yowe clepefe / fe open w«lle .Z. 177 

To waaahe BynfuH / soule cute of hia gilf [u** m. imh] 

Jjer fore fis lesson / aught I weel to telle / 
fat neer fy tendre hert / we weren spilt" 180 

Nowe lady Bitb fou canat^ and eeke vilt^ 
Beo to fe seede of Adam mercyable / 
So brii^ vs to )iat Palays fat ia bylf 
To penytentes / )>at beoft to mercy able / 184 

SION COLIJiOE (SQJRLBT) 



lb Google 



PAR.-TBXT 1M-13B 
AK ABC. BODLKIAN XS. aS8. 77 

(20. V.) 
Virgine that Art so noble of Apparayla T 153 

That ledist rs iB'to the hie toon 
Of paradise thoa me wisee & coimsayle 
How I may haae thi grace & thi eocoure 156 

Al bane I ben in jfylth & yn erroure 
Ladi rato that centre thou me Adiourne 
That clepid is thi bench of fressh floure 
Ther aa that mercy euyr shaH soioume 160 

(21. X.) 
XpcUM Bone that in this worldealigbt j}ciHiti X 161 
Ypon a Croid to aufire his passion) 
And eke sufTrid that longeos his hert pighf 
And made his hert bloode to renne A-doar^ 164 

And aH was this foi my saluacioun) 
And I to him am fals & eke Tnkynde 
And yit he wuH not my dampnacyoun) 
This thanke I you aocoure of aH mankynde * 168 

(22. Y.) 
Ysaac was signe of his deth certeyn [laiuT.uck] T 169 
That so ferforth his fadir wolde oheye 
That Mm ne rought no thii^e to be sleya 
Bight so thi sone list as lamhe to dey 173 

Kow ladi ful of mercy I you prey 
Sith he his mercy mesnrii} so large 
Be ye not akant for ol we synge & sey 
That ye ben fro vengeaunce Ay cure targe 176 

(23. Z.) 
Zakary you clepith the opin weH Z 177 

To wasah sinfufi soule out of hia gilte 
Therfor this lesson ought I w^ to teH 
That uere thi teadre hert we were apilte 180 

Now ladi sith thou kanst & wilte 
Befl to the sed of Adam mercyabuH 
Bringe ts to that paleis that is bilte 

To penitantis that ben to mercy Ahull 184 

fiODLEi Explicit 
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Through lihe bad practiBe of sending copiers to eee out- 
lying MSS. that I ought to have lookt at myaelf, I lost 
till to-day, Dec. 3, 1877, the privilegeof seeing the best MS. 
evidence yet produced, that the A B C is Chaucer's work. 
Not enspecting that this Sion College MS. wae one of 
Shirley's, I did not examine it at first, but began copying 
from it the prose passage before the ABC. When I 
came on the two ieo's for be, I said to myself, " Shirley, 
by Jovo !" and then I recognized his hand, saw his star 
before his capital A, his flourishes at the foot of the page, 
his side-notes, head-lines, r, &c. I tomd to the first leaf 
left of the MS., leaf 3 of sheet .j,, beginning " any yssing" 
a burden. I began to seeke" (p. 4, L 15, ed. Bradahaw 
and Wrighl^ Eoxb. Club, 1869), and of course found the 
wonted " per 8hir[ley] " ; and then on leaves 4, 6, 1 2, 25, 
"no(a per ShirTley]," on 18, back, " Shirley /." The first 
"per Sbirpey] is headed by "behold," the "no(a per 
Shii[leyJ" on p. 12 is foUowd by "discorcl of n[ature &] 
grace dieux"; and other side-notes occui, as leaf 12, 
"natwre spekfethe] ;" leaf 12, back, "[nature slpekethe to 
gracedieux;"leaf 13, "yit natwre togr[acedieui|;"leaf 13, 
back, " [D]ame Gracedieux [speke]fte agein to natitre / " ; 
leaf 38, " prouerbium," (to the text " aof P men fare goone/ " ;) 
leaf 58, "Heere be [debate of] be Eaven [& Jie] Fox;" 
leaf 74, " Behold / " ; leaf 77, " Videte ; " leaf 87, " // )» 
M ] [Fyenr ]" (to"Adonaykyngof Justice", in the text). 
The MS. ends on leaf 93, back, sheet ,xij. leaf 7, with the 6Ui 
line of " [Cajp". .x." and the worda " I wol gyf Jiee / neuei 
Jie leesse so michil avauntage bowe shalt haue of< me / if 
\ov. j." (p. 203, 1. 8, Eoxb. Club.) The last leaf, 8, of 
sheet xij. is wanting. The MS. is in Shirley's small close 
hand, not his &ee one of the Additional MS. Anelyda 
already autotyped for the Society in Part I. A facsimile 
of the front of leaf 79 of this Shirley Sion-College MS., 
Archives, 2, 23, will be given. The MS. is wrongly letterd 
at the back " Pilgrimage of the Sotde." One of the Head- 
lines inside is " fe pilgrymage humayne." The MS. now 
contains 93 leaves, paper, injurd a little by damp. 



The HeadlioeB to the J .B ^ in the HS. are :~ 
leaC 79, ^ Tbe Devonte dyt«e. of onre Lady e 
„ 79, bk, 80, T A devoute. .Dytee. ^ 0( oure Ladye Marye 

„ 80, bk, 81, ^ A. devoate. tl^. ^ To oure. .Lad; e 
„ 81, bk, ^ A devoDte prajei to oure lady 
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THE HOUSE OF FAME. i>-^«i 
[Pepj/s 2006. Magd. Coll. Oambr. p. 91.] 

g Od turne vs ewerj drem to gode 

For it ia wonder thynge by p' rode 

To my wytt what caitseth aweuenes 
On the tnorows or on eaenw 4 

And why the effect* foloweth of some 
An of som it shal aeuer come 
Why that ia a vision 

and why thia is a reHelacion 8 

Why this a dreme why pat a awenene 
And not to eaary man lyche enene 
Why this a fanntom why they oracles 
I not but tho so of this myracles 1 2 

The causes knoweth bet then y 
Defyne he for I certeynly 
Ne can hem not ne neuw thenke 

To besy my wytt for to swynke 1 6 

To know of here aignificacions 
The gendiea aejper ne distancea 
Of J)' Tymes of hem ne f cauBea 

Or why this is more then pat cause is 20 

As yef folkes complexions 
Make hem drem of reflexions 

Ot ellee' thus as oper aeyne p MS. eH] 

For f" grete feblenes of here breyn 24 

by absenes or by aekenea 
Presou stoe or grete distrea 

FEPTS 
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THB HODSX OF FAHB. PSPYS 2006. 81 

Oi eliis by dyBordjnaimce 

Or natnnUl accuBtomatiiLce 38 

That some men ben to corioos 
In Btady or malencoloos 
Or thuB BO inly ful of drede 

That no man may hym bote rede 33 

Oi elle« That deuocion 
Of some aad contemplacton 
CauBeth Bweche dremes oft 

Or that the cruefi lyf vneoft 36 

Those ilk wbiche louera leden 
Thapen hopen or muche or dreden 

That pnraly her impreBsiona [UatH, coi. i] 

Ganseth hem have TiBions 40 

Or yef that apirites ban the myght 
To maken folk for to diem on nyght 
Or yef the soule of propre kynde 

Be 80 perfite as men fynde 44 

That it wote that ia to come 
And That he wameth alle and Bomme 
Of euerycbe of her auentorea 

By avyaions or by figures 48 

But that our fies^ ne hat£ no myght 
To Tnderatond it a lyght 
For it ia wameiJ to derkely 

Bnt why the cause ia not wote y - &2 

W^ wurth of this thyi^« Clerkes 
That treten of fat and of ofer werkes 
For y of non opyneon 

Ifil as nowe make menciou) S9 

Bnt only That the holy rode 
Tume vs euery dieme to gode 
FoT neuer sylh I was borne 

Ne no man ela me befome 60 

Mette y teow stedefeatly 
So wonderful a drem as dede y 
PBPra 
ODD TBxra. e 
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183 FAR,-TIZT 

82 TH« HOUBE OF FAME. FEPrS '. 

t He tentlie day now of decembre 

The whyche as y can now remembre 
Iwutt [ 



[Invoealion.] 
in MS.] make inuocacioti) 
Wyth a devoute special deTOCon) 
Vn to y god of help a non 
That dwelleth in a Cave of atone 
Vp on a fltrem That commyth fco leete 
That ia a flode vnswete 
Beeyde a folk that men clepen Cimerye 
Ther alepyth ay this god vnmery 
Wyth his alepy thowsand eones 
That alio wey to slepe her won is 
And to this god That y of rede 
Pray [y] that he wnl roe spede 
My Bweuene for to tell I-ryght 
Yef euery drem stond in his myght 
And he that mover is of alle 
That is and was and eaer ehalle 
So yef hem loy ^t hit here 
Of alle that ^ey drem to yere 
And for to Btond al in grace 
Of here lores or in what place 
That hem were lereat for to stand 
And shilcF hem &om pouMe and ehond 
And from enery vnhappe and desese 
And send hem that may hem plese 
That taketh well and scometli nought 
Ne it raysdeme in here thonght 
Thurgh malicious intencon) 
And he through presumpcon) 
Or hate or scome or through enuye 
Despyte or lape or felonye 
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THE HOnSI OF FAUE. FEPTS SOOfl. S3 

Myadem it ptaj I. I£c gode 
Crune lie bare fote drem he shode 
That euery harm fat eny man 

Hath hadd eeth f world began 100 

Be^l hym fer of or he sterre 
And gi'izunt that he may it M deaerve 
IjOo wyth Buche conclosion) 

As hadd of his vision) 104 

Cresue that was kyuge of lyde 

That he vpon gebot dyede* [' MS. dye, with ewl/or &.} 
This prayer shall he have of me 

I am no better in cherite 108 

n OW herkeneth as I have yow eeide 
what )iat y mette or y - ahreide 

[Story.] 
Of Decembre the tenthe day 

Whenn it was nyght to elep I lay 112 

Byght ^ as y was wont to don 
And fell on step wonder eon 
Ae he Jat was wery for-go 

On pilgrymage myles two 116 

To the Cors seint leonanl 
To make iyth (wt was har<J 

But as .y. slept me mette I was E^ ■*> mI- iJ 

Wyth in a Temple ymade of glas 1 20 

In wheche thet weten mo ymages 
Of gol<J atondynge in dia^TB stages 
And mo ryche tabemactee 

And wyth perte mo pynactea 134 

And mo ryche porttetures 
And qaeyut maner of figures 
Of golil werkis thenn y saw euer 

For certeigrJy I nuet nener 128 

Were that I was but wel wust I. 
It was of venns redely 

PBpra 
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84 IHB B0U8B OF FAXS, FSFYS 9004. 

The temple foi in purtreitaie 
I aawgh a non hii fignte 
Xaked fletynge in a eee 
And also on hede pardoe 

Her roosgarland [ 

. . . no gap in MS.] on het hede 

Her dowties and Dam Cupido 

Her blynd Bone and Vlcano 

That in hia face was fnl brown 

But y romeiJ vp and doune 

I fond that on a was fer waa 

ThiM wreten oa a table of bras 

I wold synge now and y caQ 

The annes and also ^° maO 

That first come thurgfi hea desteyne 

Futyf of troys countree 

In ytalle wyth full muche pyne 

Vn to the atrondes of lauyne 

And tho be^^ the atory a non) 

As I shi^ tell yow eche on 

First sawgh y f* destruccon) 

Of Troye through ^' grek eynon 

Wyth his fids foisweiynge. 

And his chet and his lesynge 

Made the hois brought in to Troye 

Thui^h wheche Troiaus lost alle her Joy 

And aftur this was graved alas 

How Ilion assailed was 

And wonnn and kynge Fryamis slayne 

And Flite his sone certayne 

Dispitoosly of Dann) Firms 

And next that saugh y how Tenus 

When at she saugh the casteli brend 

Dowen from the heven she can descende 

And Badde her sone Eneas flee 

And how he fledd and how fat he 

FEPT3 
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THR nouai: of fahb. psprs aooe. 86 

Escaped was from alle the prees 

And toke his fadur Anchises 168 

And bare hym on his bakk a wey 

Cryynge alas and welewey 

The wlieche Anchises in hys hand 

Bare the Gioddes of the lande 172 

Thilk that mbiennec! were 

And sangh y nex in alle this fere 

How Cmsa dame Enuas wyf 

Wheche fai he loved as hya lif 176 

And her yoi^e sone lalo 

And eke A^canius also 

Fledden eke wyth drery chere 

That is was pite for to here 180 

And in a forest as they went 

And at attoumynge of a weute 

How Crnsa was y-lost alas 

That deede not I how she was 184 

How he hir songht and how hii gost 

Badde hym to flee the Grekes host 

And aeide he most in to Itaille 

As was his desteyne sauns faille 188 

That it was pite for to heio 

"When he spiiite gan apere 

The wordes that to hym she seide 

And for to kepe her sone hym prayed 192 

Ther saugh I graven eke how he 

Hya fodur eke and his menye 

WitB his shippes gan to saylle 

[A line wanting in the MS."] 196 

As streigbt as that they myght goo b.Mt«oi.i] 

Ther sai^h I eke Y cruel luno 
That art dam lubiter wyf 

That hast hated al thy lif 200 

Alle the Trogeans blode 
Benne and Giye as tbow wer wode 

PKPTE 
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86 THB HOUSE OF FAHE. FSPYS SOOS. 

On Eloes the god of wyndes 

To Blowen out of alle kyndes 201 

So lowde that he sh^ drenche 

lord lady Grome and wenche 

Of alle the TrogeauiB nacioD 

Wyth owt eny of hem sauacoii) 20,8 

Thei aaugti I euche tempest aryse 

That euery hert myght gretely agryse 

So Been it peynted on the vali 

That saugh I eke graven wytAalle 212 

Venus how ye my lady dere 

Wepynge wytB fuH woful chere 

Praynge lubiter on hye 

To save and kepe that navie 216 

Of that Trogean Eneaa 

Seth ^t he here son was 

Ther saugh loues and Venua kysae 

And graunted of the tempest lisse 220 

Ther eangh I how the tempest stynte 

And ho wytA alle peyn he wente 

And priuely take a Biuttge 

In to the conntie of cartage 224 

And on the morow hoo that he 

And a knyght that hight Achatee 

Metten wyth Venus that day 

Goynge in a quoyut Aiay 228 

Ae she hadd be an hunteresse 

Wyth wynd blowyngs vp on her tresso 

How Eneas began hym to pleyn 

Whenn he knew hii of his peyn 232 

And how his ahippea dteynt were 

Or els I-lo8t he nyst where 

How she gan hym confort thoo tp. w, ooi. tj 

And hadd hym to cartage goo 236 

And ther he shuld his folk fynde 

That in the see weren left be-hynde 
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TEB HOUBI OF VAUB, 

And shortly of thia thynge to paaae 
She made Eneas bo in grace 
Of Dido quene of that coimtree 
That shortly for to tellen ahee 
Be-cam his love and lets hym do 
Alle that weddyngti longetfi to 
What shuli I speko more queynta 
Or peyn me my wordes for to peyuts 
To spek of love it wiE not be 
I I can not of fat faculte 
And eke to tellen of the man^r 
How that they furst aqueynteiJ were 
It were a longe prDces to telle . 
And ouer longe for yow to dwdl 
Ther sai^h I grave how Eneas 
ToliJ to Dido euery caa 
That hym tyed vpon the see 
And aftur graven was how pat she 
Made of hym shortly at a worde 
He lif her love here luat her lorde 
And dede to hym alle reuerence 
And ley* on hym alle dispence 
That any woman myght do 
Weneynge alle hit hadde be so 
As he her swore and hertly demeJ 
That he was gode for he auche semed 
Alas what harme doth aparence. 
When it is fals in existence 
For he to here a Traytowr was 
Wher for she slough his self alas 
Loo how a woman doth a mya 
To love hjm that vnknowen is 
For eny trust lo how thus it faretH 
I^ is not alle gold! that glaretb 
For also browke I myn hede 
Ther may be vndre godely-hede 
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88 THE HODBE Or FAUI. PSP7S ZOOO. 

Conered mony a sherowyde vyee 
Ther for be no wyght bo nyoe 
To take a love only for cheie 
Or for q)eche or for frendely inaner 
For thus shal euerj womaut fynde 

[ 



no gap in the M8^ 

And swere how that she ia vnkynde 

Or falfi or prevey dowble was 

AUe thus Bey I be Eneae 

And Dido and here nec« lost 

That love<l alle to aon a gost 

Ther for I will aey o pioTerbe 

That he )>at folly knoweth y heibe 

May Ba£y ley it to his yee 

Wyth owten drede that is no lye 

But lat vs speke of £neas 

How he betrayed her alas 

And left hir ful Tnkyndely 

So when she al say vtturly 

That he wolJ her of trowth faille 

And wyad fro his in to Itaille 

She be-gan to wrynge her handea two 

Alas qitod she what myn hert is woo 

Alas is euery man thus trewe 

That eiwry yere wall have a new 

If it so longe tym endure 

Or ellia thre p«raventiire 

And thas of on he wufi have fame 

In magnifyynge of his ^ame 

A no^er for frenshyp seyth hee 

And yet shaft y thiydde bee 

That be takyn for delite 

Lo or els for sengulei profyte 

FBFYS 
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In suche wordes gan compleyne . [?.«■«*. »j 

Dido of here grete peyn 312 

Ab me mett« redely 

None ojier auctoar alege y ■ 

Alas quod she my svete herte 

Hare pyte of my Borows emerte 316 

And slee me not go not a wey 

wofiU Dido waleawey 

Quod she to hir selven thoo 

Eneas what witt ye do 320 

that loTe ne your bounde 

That ye have eworen wyth yow ryght hande 

Ne my cro^ detfi quod ahe 

May hold yow still vytA me 324 

havetli of my deth pyte 

Iwia my dere hert ye 

Snoweth fatt wel |iat never yet 

As ferforth as euer I had wytte 328 

A-gilt yow in thou^t ne dede 

O men have ye suche godlyhede 

In speohe and neuer a dele in trowthe 

Alaa that euer hadde rowth 332 

Ony woman on a fals man 

Now I eee well and tellen can 

We wretche<J women can no art 

For cert^n) for p' more part 336 

Thus we be aerved enerychofi 

How soie ye men kan gione 

A non as we have yow resceyvecJ 

Certeygnly we be disceyvetJ 340 

For though jour love lest a sesoQ 

Wate yp on the conclueion 

And ebe how y determyne 

And for f moie paj-t defyen- 344 

O waillewey that I was bom 

For thuigh yow is my name I-lome 

PBPTS 
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Aiid myn attea rede and songe 

Ouer alle this loud in euery tonge 

wykked fame for fer nya 

No thyngd ao swyft lo as she is 

aith eufiry thyngfl is wyat 

Though it he couered wytA f" myat 

Eke though I myght endure euffl- 

That I have don recouer I neuer 

That I ne shall be seid alas 

I-shame<{ hen through Eneas 

And )iat I ahal thus luged be 

Lo ryght as she hath now she 

Wull donfi eft sones hardely 

Thus seith y puple prively 

But pat is donn it not to don 

But alle hir compleynynge ne hir mofl 

Certeign) availleth not a stree 

And whenn she wist sothly he 

Was forth in to his shippes gon 

She in to her charobre went a nofi 

And called oner her suster Anne 

And began hei to compleyn than 

And seid pat she )>' cause was 

That she ao loved aJas 

And thus con[8]aile(l she hii to 

But what whenn this was seid and do 

She rofe hir silven to f herte 

And GO dyed through p' wonde smerte 

But all maner how she dyed 

And alle f maner how she seide 

Who so to know hath it in purpoa 

Kede Virgil in Eneydos 

Or y Epistil of Guide 

What fdt she wrot« or Jiat she dyeiJ 

And nere it wer to longe to entlite 

By god I wold it here write 

FBPY8 
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THE HOUSE OF FAHH. 

But waillewey y harm and towtfi 

That Iiatli betydd for sache Totrowth 

As men may oft in bokes rede 

And alle day it is yet in deda 

That for to theuken it teen is 

Lo Demephon Duk of Athenis 

How he forawor hym falaely 

And tiased Phillis wikkedly 

That kyzLgee doughter was of Taice 

And &bly gan his terra paase 

And whenn she wyst [lat he was fals 

She hynge hir selve by y hals 

For he hadd don hir sache vntrowtfi 

Lo was not this a wo and rowth 

Eke loke how fals and recheles 

Was to Breiseida Achilles 

And pania to oenone 

And lason to Isephele 

And eft lason to medea 

And harcules to Dionira 

For he left her for yolee 

That made hym kache his dethe pai-deo 

How fals waB ek Teeeus 

That as the story telleth vs 

How he betrayed Adriane 

The Devel be his sowie bane 

For hadd he langed or hadd he luwreil 

He moat a ben alle devowred 

Tef that Adrian had not be 

And for she hadd of hym pite 

She made hym fto p' deth eechape 

And he mad hir a fol fals lape 

For aft«r this wytA in a whyle 

He loft her slepynge wytA in an He 

Desert alon wytA in J»' see 

And sbkl a wey and lete hir be 

FBPYS 
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And tok his emter Phedra tho 
Wjtli Mm and gan to ship go 
And yet he hadd to her awere 
On alle fat euer he myght awere 
That 80 fat she saved hym his lif 
He Vfoli have taken hir to his wyf 
For she desyred no thynge Els 
In certeigfi as the boke tb tellea 
But to excuse Eneas 
Fulleche of his grete trespaa 
The boke seith sanntz faille 
Bad hym go in to ItaUle 
And IcTen Affrikes regiown 
And Dido and Mr &ire towne 
Tbo I saugh grave ho to Itaille 
Dame Eneas is gon to saille 
And how the tempest al be-gan 
And how he lost his stereaman 
Wheche f ot f atere or he tok kepa 
Smote ouer the bord lo how he elepe 
And also aai^h I how sibille 
And Eneas besyde an He 
To hell weuten for to see 
His fadur Anchises y free 
How he fer found pallnnnrus 
And also Dido and Deipbebus 
And euerycbe turment eke in hdB 
saugh he wheche no tonge can tell 
Whiche ho so Hstetb to know 
He moat leden mony a row 
On Virgil or on Clandian 
Or Daimt that it teUen can 
Ther saugh eke alle )>' aievaille 
That Eneas bed mad in to Itaille 
And wyth Eynge latyn his trete 
And alle y Battulles fat bee 

FBPTB 



dbv Google 



Was at hym ailf aad alle hia knyghtes 

Or he hedd alle I-won iije ryghtea 

And whan he tumna left hia lif 

And frhen laoyiia to his wyf 

And alle y mervelowe signals 

Of tiie goddee celeatiala 

How magre luno Eneas 

For oUe hir flyght and compas 

Acherect alle his aaeature 

For lubiter toke on hym Cure 

At the preyer of Venus 

The I prey alle wey save as 

And va ay of owure boiowb l^t 

When I hadd alle aeyn this sight 

In this noble temple thus 

Ay loid thought I ^t madest tb 

Yet saw I neuer siiche nohlesse 

Of ynu^es not eiiche richesse 

As I saw graven in thie cbirche 

But not wote I who ded hem wiiche 

Ke wher I am ne in what conntree 

But now I gon out and see 

Bight at y wiketf yf I can 

Seen owghwer eny steryngd man 

That waM have tolleiJ wher I am 

When I owte of y dere I-cam 

I last abowte me be-helil 

Then eaugh I but a large felde 

As fene as I eoer myght see 

Wyth out town eny howae or tree 

Or busshes oi gras or ered londe 

For alle the feliJ was but of aande 

Aa emal as man may see at ye 

In the desert of libie 

Ne I ne maner of creature 

That ya forme* by natare 
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Ne saugh I me to rede or wysae 

Grist thought I ]fat art in bliese 

From fanntom and Dlucioa 

Me saTe and wyth devocofl 

Myu yeen to y heven I cast 

Tho was I ware lo at the last 

That fast hj ^* sonnen an hie 

Afi ken myght I wytA myn yea 

Me thoi^ht I saw an Kgle soie 

Bat that it semei) nmohemore tp-**.'*''] 

Thenn I hadd en; Egle I-seyen 

This it as sotb as deth certeigfi 

It was of goli} and shoon so bright 

That nener saugh man suche a sight 

But yi p' heven hadd I-wonne 

AUe new of goliJ an oper sonne 

So shon the Egles fethree bryght 

And Bone downward gan it light 

[BOOK II.] 

[Proem.] 

n Ow herkeneth eue;7 maner man 
That eny maner of englisdi can 
And listetit of my dreme to lere 
For at Ji* first shall ye here 
So sely and dredfull a vision 
That I say ne Cipioft 
Ne kjmge nabugodonosor 
Pharo Tumue ne Eleanor 
N6 metten suche a drem as this 
Ifow faire blesBulI O Cipris 
So he my fauovr at this Tyme 
That ye me to endite and )iyme 
Helpeth that in Par-Naao dwelle 
By Elicon} the Clere welle 
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[Invocation.] 
Uion^it That vrrot alle jvat I mette 
And in y treaorie it sette 
Of myn hnya now shal men see 
If eny Te>*tu in the be 
To tellen alle my dreme a right 
Now kyth thyn engyn and thy myght 



This egle of wheche I now have toli) 

That shon of fethies alle of gol4 

Wheche Jiat bo hye gan to sore 

I gan be-faoldene mor and more 

To Been her beaute and the vonder 

Bat neuer wae ^ dynt of thonder 

Ne that thynge that men can foadi« 

That smyte aonne a Towre to poudre 

And in bis ewyft commynge brende 

That so swyth can downward deacende 

As this fowle when I befailt) 

That I arowme was in the feltJ [p. 

And wytb bis grym pawya atrenge 

WytA yn his eharpe naylea longe 

Ke fleynge at a swap he hynte 

And wyth bis sours ayen vp he wcnte 

Me oarynge in bis clawes starke 

Aa ligbtly as I hadd he a larke 

How hye I can not tell yow 

For I cam vp I nu8t« neuer how 

For 80 aatoynecl and assweued 

That euery vartu In me beuede 

What wyth bia aours and my drede 

That alle my felynge gan to dede 

For why it was a grete affray 

Jhus I longe in bye clowea lay 
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Till at the hst he to me spake 

In mannee Toy ce and eeide awake 

And aeide be not agaat no for sham 

And caled me by my name 

And for I sbuliJ bet abreyde 

Me me a wake to me be seyde 

Eight in y same voice and etevefl 

That Tseth oon that I cann neme 

And wytb that voyce Both for to seyn 

Me mynd cam to me agayn 

For it was godely seid to me 

So ae it neuer wont to be 

And here wytA alle I gan to stete 

As be me in his fete here 

Till that he fold that I iadd hete 

And felt eke tho myn bert beete 

And tbo gan be mo to disport 

Arid wyth leutil wordea to counfort 

And seide twyes seint Marie 

Thow art a noyea thynge for to karie 

And no thynge nedeth it pardee 

For al BO wys god helpe me 

Ab thow no hanne ahalt have of this 

And this cas ))at betid y is 

Is for thy lore and for thy prowe 

Xistte Be datst thow loke yet nowe 

Be ful ensured bodely 

I am thy frend and Jterwyth I. 

Gan for to wondre in my mynde 

god quod I that madest alle kynde . 
Shall I non oper wyse dye 

Wher loues wil me stellyfye 
Or what thynge may tbia signifie 

1 am nefer Enok ne Helye 
Ne RomuluB ne Ganemede 
That were bor vp as men rcd^ 
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To heren wytA Dam lubiter 

And made the godde Boteler 592 

Lo tbia -waa tha my fantasia 

But lie tliat bare me can aspie 

That I BO thoi^ht and seide thia 

Thow demeat of thi self amys 699 

For loues is not per abowte 

I dar y wel put ful out of dowte 

To make of )>' yet a Bterre 

But OT I beie the muche ferre 600 

I will the tell what I am 

And whyjier thov shalt and wby I com 

To do this so )>at thow take 

Gode hert and not be for fere quake 604 

Gladely q?Md I now well quod b 

Firat I {lat in my feete have f 

Of wbom thow bast a iei an wondie 

I am dwellynge wytA the god of thondie 608 

"Wheohe men callen lubiter 

That dotb me fleen fuH oft ferre 

To do alio his contmandement 

And for tbiB cause he batb me sent 612 

To p' bert now be thy trowtb 

Getteigti) he hath of the rowtb 

That tbow hast so truly 

Longe served entetyfly 616 

His blynde nevew Cupido i;.s*,a>i,ii 

And faire Venus al so 

Wytli owt eny gwerdon euer yet 

And neyerlesse bast sett tby wytt 620 

Alle though pat in thyn hede ful litiL is 

To make bokees songee or ditees 

In Eyme or ellis in Cadence 

As thow best canst in reaerence ii'li 

Of love and of bis servant eke 

That han his seivyce sought and seke 
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And peynest the to pryes hia art 
AUfi though thow heddeat neoer port 
Where fore as al-so god me hUsae 
looes halt h^ grete humblisee 
And vertu eke pat wult make 
A nyght M oft thyn hede t« eka 
In thy Btodie bo thow wiitest 
And enermore of love enditest 
In honour of hym and paryaynge 
And in his folkea fiirthiynga 
And in hir mater alle deuysest 
And not hym ne his falkA despyeest 
Alle though fow maist go in y daunce 
Of hem that hym list not avaunce 
Wherfor as I seide I-wys 
lubiter considereth well this 
And al eo beaw sir of ofer thyngas 
That is that hast no tydynges 
Of Loves folke If the he gladde 
Ne of of ne thynge els Jot god made 
And not only fro fer countree 
That no Tydynges comyth to ])' 
But of thy Tflrrey neyhorea 
That dwelleth alle most at thy doies 
Thov herest nejier pat ne this 
For when this labowr don al is 
And hast I-made alle thy lekenynges 
In stede of rest and of new thyi^s 
Thow goat home to thyn howae a iioid 
And also dombe aa a ston 
Thow settest at anofier hoke 
Till fiilly daawetl is thy kke 
And levest thus as an hermyte 
Alle though thyn ahstenanc« is lite 
And theifoT loues thtugh his grace 
Will Jiat I shal here the to a plaoe 
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Wheche that heto the Howse of fiuue 
To do the somme disport and game 
In some lecompensacion 
Of thy giete labour and devocotl 
That thow haet hedd lo caaaeles. 
To Cupido the rechelee 
And thtu this god foi his merite 
Will wytft aome manw thynge Jj* qnyte 
So Jwt fow wilt be of gode chier 
Fot trast vel that thow shalt here 
Whenn we be comen Jw I eay 
Mo ffondre thji^ea I dai wel lay 
And of loves folk mo tydynges 
Both Both sawes and lesynges 
And mo lovee new be-gonne 
And longe I served love is woone 
And mo loves casuelly 
That been betidd no man wote why 
And as a blynd man sterteth an hare 
And more lolite and wellfaire 
Whyll ^t tiie ^den lore of stele 
Aa thenketh men and oueral well 
Mo discordes mo lolaeies 
Mo murmnies and mo novelries 
And also mo dissimilacoQs 
And eke feyned leparaco&s 
And mo berdee in two howiea 
Wytll owten eny lasour or sisours 
I-made |ien greynes ben of sendoa 
And eke mo holdynge in handea 
And also mo lenouelancee 
Of ol<) foreleten aqneyntances 
Mo lovedayes and mo acordes 
Than on instiomentes ben cordes 
[ .... no gap in the MS-I 
Then ener comes weten in granges 

PEPTS 



dbv Google 



Vnneth may thow ttowen this 

Quoth lie ne lieipe me god as wjaso 

Quod I no why quoth he for it 

Were imposaible to my wytt 

Though fame hadd alle p* pites 

la alle a lewame and al aspies 

How )iat yet he shuld here alle this 

Or they aspyen it this is yiB 

Qnoth he to me that can I prove 

By reson wuithy for to love 

So that thow yeve thyn aduertence 

To Tnderstonde my sentence 

Fiist ahalt )n)w beren wher she dwelledl 

And ao thyn own boo>e teUeth 

His palais stondeth as I ehal say 

Bight even aroyddes of the way 

Betwyxen heven erth and see 

That whoflo euer in alle the three 

Is apoken in pnve or apert 

The wey Jwr to is so smert 

And atant eke in ao lust a place 

That euery soTnine mot to it paa 

Or what so commyth from eny tonge 

Be it rownei) red or songe 

Or apoken in auerte or drede 

Certeign it mot thefer nede 

Now herken well for why I wille 

Tellen the a propre akylle 

And a vnrthy demonstracoB 

In myn ymaginacoO 

Geffrey thow wotest wel this 

That eoery kynd fat is 

Hath a kyndly stede per he 

May heat in hyt confermeiJ be 

Vn to whyche place euerj thynge 

IVngh hia kyndely endynynge 
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Movetb for to com to 

Then fat it is awey Jer ftoo 

Aa thoBs lo thow maist al day Bee 

That euy thynge that hevy be 

As ston or lede or thynge of wyght 

And here it aener so bye on hyght 

Leto go thyn hand it falleth downe 

Ryghf 80 sey I by fyre or sowne 

Or smoke oi o)i«r thyugea light 

Alle wey ttiey seke vpwariJ on bight 

Light thynges vpwaide and downward chaigs 

Whil eiier of hem he at her large 

And for this canse ^ou maist well see 

That euery ryuer on to f • se 

£nclyne<} is to go by kynde 

And by these skiltes as I fynde 

Hath figshes dwellynge in flode and see 

And trees eke on Erth be 

Thus 6aerj tbynge by his reson) ^. 

Hath hifl propre mancion) ^^ 

To wbeche be seketh to repaire 

Ther as it shulde not apaire 

Lo this sentence la knowen kowtil 

Of en<«7 philoBopre mowthe 

As Arestole and Danti platoit 

And of er clerkes monicion 

And to conferme my resofl 

Tbow [wotest] well fat specbe is sowne 

Or els no man myght it here 

ITow herk what I will the lere 

Sown is not hut eire I-broken 

And euery apeche that is poken 

Lowd or privo fowls or feire 

In his sabstsnnce is hnt an eire 

For as a flame is bat lighted smoke 

Bight so is sown eire Tbroke 
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But this may be in mony wyse 
Of whiclie I wil Jt" devyse 
As eowa commee of pipe or faerpe 
Foi wheim a pipe is bloweu Bharpe 
The £iie is twyet wyth. violence 
And rent lo this is my eentence 
Eke when men harpes atryiiges smyte 
Whejier it be muche or lite 
Lo wjtA the stroke J>* Eire to-brekel£ 
And righ so bieketh it when men apeketb 
- Thus woteflt thov wele what thynge is speche 
Mow hens furth I wul the teche 
How eaerj speche nojs or sowne 
Thiow his multiplicacon 
Though is weie pipe or mowse 
Mote nedes come to fames howse 
I prove it thus take hede now 
by experience for yef thow 
Throw in a water now a stofl 
Wei woteet ]hiii it will make anoD 
A litil Toondel as a cercle 
ParauentuT as biode as a couercle 
[ 



fwgapin the M8.] 

Brodei then hym silf wae 

And thus fiome rooudel to compas 

Eche abowte oper goynge 

Caiiaeth of ofwr stetynge 

A Ti ll multiplyyi^ euermo 

Til it be so ferre go 

That it at both btynkes be 

All tboogh thow mow not it see 

Above it gotb yet alio wey vndre 

Al though )wa fhynk it a gret wondre 
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And who ao aeith of trewtt I vatie 

Bidd hyta prove tlie controrie 808 

And rig^t thna euery words I-wyB 

That lowde or prive apoken is 

MoTeth fotst in p' Eire abowte 

And of his movynge oat of dowte 812 

Anolwr Eire anon ia movetJ 

Ab I have of the vat«r proveil 

That euery cerde oausath o|)er 

Bight eo of eire my leve brother 616 

Eaeryche eire in ofer Bterath 

More and more and apeche vp bereth (t- wt. «>i. i] 

Or Toya or noye or wotJ or «owne 

Ay through multiplicacufi 82(1 

Til it be at the howae of fame 

Take it on hemeat or in game 

Now have I toltJ y if thow have mynde 

How apeche or aown of pore kynde 824 

Enclynetf ia Tpwarf to move 

This maist thow fele wel by prove 

[ 
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ha a quod he lo bo I can 

Levdely to a lewde man 

Spoke and Btew hym auche skyllea 

That he may ehak hem by y billes 

So palpable the ekilles be 

But telle me fis now I praye y 

How thenkest p' myn conolusoD 

A goode persuacofl 

Quoth I and like to be 

Eight so as f ou haat proved me 

Be god quod he and as I leve 

Thow ahalt have yet or it is eve 

Of enery word of this sentence 

And prove by experience 
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And wyth thyn Ere heieu welle 

Top and taille eu«ry dele 880 

That euery woide fat epoken is 

Comes ia to fames howse I-wisse 

As I have seide what -wait ])ou more 

And wytA this words vprer to sore 884 

He gan and eeid bj seint lame 

No will we speken alle of game 

How farest thow now quixl he to me 

Wei quod I now ee qjwd he 888 

B7 ^i trowth jond a downe 

Wher fat Jwn knowest eny towne 

Or howse or eny ofer thynge 

And whenn fou hast of oght knowynge 892 

Loke fat (ion wame me 

And I a non ebal tell the 

How foa art now fer &o tP->M.»>-V 

And I a down to loken tho 896 

And beheld feldes and pleynes 

Ai:d now hillee and now mounteynes 

No valeys now forestes 

And now vnneth grete bestes 900 

No riuers now grete Citees 

No townes now grete treee 

No shyppes saylynge in y see 

Bat thns son in a whil be 90i 

Was flowen fro f gronde so bye 

That aUe the worlij as to myn eye 

No more eemecl fen a prikke 

Or els was the Eire so thikk 908 

That I myght not it deceme 

WytA Jwt he speke to me aa yeme 

And seide seyst f on eny token 

Or onght thow knowest yonder down 912 

I seide ney ne wondre nys 

Qaoth he for neuw half so hye aa this 
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Naa AUsaaQdie ue Macedo 

Ne y kyage Daune Cupie 

That Hay in Dreme point dsTia 

Hell and heTen and paradise 

Ne eke p' wryght Dedalus 

Ne hie chilJ nyae Icacus 

That file so hye >at y hete 

His wyngee malt and he fel vote 

In myd the see and per he dieynt 

For whome was made a grete compleynt 

No Uima vpwaKJ quod he thy face 

And be-hold this laige apace 

This Eire hote loke thow thow ne he 

A-dradd of them fat thow sbalt se 

For in this region certayn 

Dwelleth mony a Citesyu 

Of whecbe ])at speketh Bann) plato 

TheB ben the the aiiesahe beates loo 

And tho say I. alle the meyne 

Both goon and also flee. 

Lo quoth he east vp thyn ye 

Se yondre lo the Galaxie 

The wheche men clep f mylky wey 

For it is whyt and some parfay 

Callen it Watlynge etrete 

That onis was brent wytA hete 

Whenu p' aonnea aon y rede 

That hight pheton wald lede 

Algate his fadui cart and gye 

The cart hon can well aspye 

That he cowd no gouemaunce 

And goome for to lep and daunce 

And here hym vp and now downe 

Till at he say the Scorpion) 

Wheche Jtat in heven a eigne is yet 

And he for fei lost hie wytte 
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Of that and lete reynes goo) 

Of this bors and they auoD 863 

Gan vp to monte and down deecf^dA 

Till both eire and Erth brende 

Till Iupit«r lo at the last 

Hym Blow and from Ji' cart cast 969 

Lo ia it not a grete mischanche 

To let a fole have gonernaunoe 

Of thjnges that he can not demefl 

And wyth this word Both for to eeyn S60 

He gan aUewey vpper to sore 

And gladed me ))eu mote and mora 

So faithfully to ma qtake he 

Tho gan I lak vndre me 964 

And behild the Airessh bestes 

Clowdea mystes and Tempestes 

SnaweB hailes reynea and wyndea 

And alio the engendiynge in het kyndes 968 

And alle they vrey thrugh wMche I cam 

god quod I fat made Adam 

Muche is thy myght and thy nobt«B80 Cp- m, «gi. « 

And tho thought rpon Boyes 973 

That writte a thought may fle so hy« 

Wyth fethres of Philoaophie 

To pasaen en^che Element 

And whenn he hath so fer Iwent 976 

Then may he se behynd his bake 

Glowde and aUe that I of spake 

Tho gan I waxe in a were 

And seyd I wote wel I am here 960 

Whefer in body or in goost 

1 not Iwys but god tbow wost 
For more clere entendement 

Nadde he me nener yet Isont 984 

And thought I on Marcian 
And eke on anteclaudian 

PEPYH 



dbv Google 



108 

That soth was here descnpcofi 

[. , . . . no gap in the MS.^ 

As fet as I saw J>' preve 

And f «■ for I caa hem beleva 

"Wyth that the Egla gan to crye 

lat be qtwd he thy fontasye 

Wult fou here of eterrca ought 

Nay certegnly <^ioA. [he] rjght nought 

And why qwod I for I am olde 

Elles woliJ I the have tol3 

Quoth he aterres names lo 

And alle f hevena aigces to 

And wheche they ba no fore qiMJd I. 

Yia purdee qiwd he wost foa why 

Whenn thow redest poetrie 

How the goddes can stelMe 

Brid fissh or hjm or here 

As the Eaven and other 

Or axiones harp fyne 

Castor polei or Delphyn 

Or athlauntres doughtres seven 

How alle these as aette in beveu 

For though )(on have hem oft in honde 

Yet noat thow where they stonde 

No fois qaod I it ia no nede 

As well I leve as god me apeda 

Hem that that wrtten of this matera 

As though I knew her places here 

And eke they shynen here ao bright 

I Bhid<} ahenden alle my sight 

To loka on ham fat may wel be 

Quoth he and so furth bare ha me 

A whyle and tho he gan to crye 

That neuar hard I thynge so hie 

Now vp thyn heda for it is well 

Seint Inlian lo bon hoetelle 
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8e here the howae of &me lo 

Majeet ^ow not here that I du 

What quod. I . f" giete sonne 

Quod he that romhleth vp ande dawO 

In fames hoTse full of Tjdynges 

Both of faiie spece and of o^r thfoges 

And of fala and soth compouned 

Herken well it is not rowsede 

Hereat thow not the grete aou^ 

Yis pardee i^imnI I well I-uough 

And what sown is it like qi«>d he 

Peter hetynge of ji° see 

Quod I ayenst {i* roches old holoir 

When tempeates doth hei shippes swolow 

And fat a man stant owt of dowte 

A myle thena and here it tovte 

Or ellia like the humhlynge 

Aftur the Clappe of a thonderynge 

Whenn louee hath the Eiie Ibeto 

Bat it doth for fen swete 

Nay drede y not fer of quod he 

It is no thyngfl fiat will beten y 

Now shalt have no hanne truly ' 

And wyth this word both he and T. 

And nygh the place aryved were 

As men myght cast wytA a spere Ip. u« 

I nyst how hot in a strete 

He eette me fayre on my fete 

And seide walk forth a pace 

And tell thyn aventure and cas 

That thow shalt fynd in fames place 

Ifow quod he while we have apace 

To apeke or that I fro the 

Kor the love of god tell me 

In soth that I will of the lere 

yef this noyse that I here 
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Be as I liave herd the tell 

Of folk that forth in eith dwelle 

And here in the Bame wyse 

As I the held or this devyae 

And that her lyves body nja 

In alle that howse ^t yonder is 

That maketh alle this lowde fare 

No quod he be seint Clare 

And also vns god help me 

But thynge I will warn the 

Of the wheche thow wult have wonder. 

Lo to ]i' howae of fame yond^ . 

Thow wost how commyth euery epeche 

It nedeth not the to teche 

But ynderatonde ryght well this 

Whenn eny speche I-coinmen is 

Vn to that paleis a nou light 

It weyth liche fi" same wyght 

Wheche that the won) in ^th epak 

Be he clothed red or blak 

And hath so verrey hia liknya 

That spate f " word that thow wul gys 

That it the same body be 

Man or woman he or she 

And is not this a wonder thyng« 

Yia quod I tho by heaenee kynge 

And wyth Jis word fare wel qaod he 

And here I will a-bide the 

And god of heven send the grace 

Some gode to lem in this place 

And I of hym toke leve a noO 

And gan forth to the paleis gofi 
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[Invocation.'] 

god c£ science and of light 

Apollo thnrgb thy grete my ght 
This litil last boke thow now gye 
Ifot that I will for maistije 
Her art poetical be ehewecl 
fiat the lyme is ao lewed 
It made it snmwbat agieabte 
Though enme vera faill in a silatle 
And that I do no diligence 
To shew craft but sentence 
And yef devyfi vertu thow 
Wult help me shew now 
That in myu hede Imerked is 
Lo that is for to moven this 
The howae of &nie for to diBcryre 
Thow shalt ee me go as blive 
Vn to y next lawre y see 
And kysse it for it is thyn tree 
ITow entteth in to my brest anon 



When I was &ome the Egle gon 
I gan behold yp on this place 
An certeigfl or I f^r^er pas 
I wull yow alle f ' shap devyse 
Of howse of Cite and of" the wysa 
How I gan to the place approche 
That stant vpon so hie a roche 
Hyer etant noS in spayed 
But vp I clame wytft al my peyne 
And though to clymbe it greved me 
yet I ententif was to se 
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And for to power woimder low 

yef I kowde eay wyse know 

What maner ston thia loche was 

For it waa liche alymde glaa 

But ^t it ahowen mor clere 

But of what congeled mature 

It was I nust redely 

Bat at the last aepyed I . 

And fownde that it was euerychedele 

A rocbe of Ise and not of stele 

Thought I by seint Thomas of Kent 

This were a feble fowndement 

To bilden on a place so hie 

He ai^ht hym to gloiifie 

That here on bilt bo god me save 

Tho saw I ftUe >• half I-grave 

Wyth famous folkes names fele 

That I-ben in muche wele 

And her fames wyde blowe 

But wel onethes myght I knows 

Any le/jres for to rede 

Here names by for out of drede 

They weren al most ouei-thowed so 

That of the IcHres on ot to 

Was molt awey of euery name 

So vnfamoua was wax her name 

But men say what may euer last 

Tho can I in myn hert cast 

That they wer mult awey wytA beta 

And not a wey wyth stormes beta 

For on )tat o}er syde I say 

On this hill ^at northwan) lay 

How it was wiete ful of names 

Of folk Jot hedd a fer grete fames 

Of oil) tym and yet )>ey were 

As fresah as men had wryte hem there 
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Tlie silf day or tliat owro 

That I OIL hem gan to pore 

But wel I wyet what it made 

It was conaeirei) wyth tbe shadde 

Of a Castel that so stode on hyght 

Aile the wiiten that I sjgh 

And atode eke in so coM a place 

That hete myght it not deface 

Tho gan I on thu hille to gon 

And found on the coppe a woofl 

That alle the men that ben on live 

Ne han the konnynge to diBCiyve 

The beaute of that ilke place 

Ne cowde cast tbe compace 

Suche an offer for to make 

That myght of Beaute be bis make 

^e so woaderly I-wtougbt 

That it aatoyned yet my thought 

And maketb alle my witt to awynke 

On this caatel for to thenke 

So )iat tbe grete beawte 

The cast craft and curiosite 

Se can I not to yow devyse 

My witt may not suffice 

But netberles alle y substaunce 

I have yet in my remembraunce 

For why me thought by seint GiK" 

Alle was of a ston of berile 

Both the Castel and tbe Towie 

And eke the halle and euery bowre 

Wyth owten peces or loynynges 

But mony sotell compassinges 

Babeweuiies and pennactea 

Ymageries and Tabemacfea 

I saw eke and ful of wyndowes 

As flates fallen in grete anowes 
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And eke in eaery of eche penactes 
Weien eoudiy liabitactea 
In whecbe stonden alle wytA owten 
Ful the Castel alle abowten 
Of oUe maner of menstralys 
And GketouTS that tellen talles 
Both of wepynge and of game 
And of alle that longeth vn to fame 
There herd I pley on an harpe 
That sowned well and eharpe 
And Oxphevs full craftely 
And on hie ejde fast by 
Satfe the harper Orion 
And Eaycidea Chyiofi 
And o}er harpers mony on 
As the Bretur Glaakyriofi 
And smale harpeis vyik her gleye 
Sett Tndffl- hym in diners eeya 
And gon on hem vpw&ri) to gape 
And count«rfete4 hem aa an ape 
Or as craft connterfeteil kynde 
Tho saw I hem bo hynde 
A fer fro hem as by hem self 
Mony thowsani) tyme twelf 
That made lowde mynstraleys 
In Comumuse or Ghalemyes 
And mony o])er maner pipe 
That crafliely here gonne pipe 
Both in dowced and eke in rede 
That ben at festes wytA the brade 
And mony a floit and litelynge home 
And pipes made of greto come 
Aa have these litil herd Gromes . 
That kepen bestos in the bromes 
Ther saw I then an Oitberos 
And of Athenea Dafl presentus 
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The Maroift that lost her skyn 
Both in face body and chjD 
Foi that she woW envyen lo 
To pypen bet then Apollo 
There saw I Eke famous olil and yongs 
Fipsis of the Duche tonge 
To leia howes datmces sprynges 
Keyjia and the stronge thyngee 
Tho saw I and in an o^er place 
Standynge in a lai^e apace 
Of hem that maken blody sowfl 
In Tiompe beme and Clarioa 
For in fight and blodesheddynge 
la Tsed gode clarionynge 
Thei herd I Tiompe messenus 
Of whom That speketh Yii^lius 
There herd I loab Trompe alao 
Theodonaa and ofer mo 
An(l alle that vseiJ clarion 
In Castel lyon and Aragon 
That in her tymea famowe were 
To lernen saw I Trumpyn) there 
Ther saw I aitte in hei sees 
Pleynge vpon ofier lees 
Wheche I can not nemeiie 
Mo then stems ben in beven 
Of whiche I nyl as now not rym 
For ese of yow and losse of Tym 
For tym I-lost that knowe ye 
Be no wey lecouere^l may he 
There sav I pley Geogeleos 
Magiscieng and Tregetouis 
And Fetonisses and Charmereaaes 
Old wyches and sorseiesses 
That Tsen ezorsieacions 
[..... no gap in the MS.] 
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And Clerkea that konnen well 

AUe thia magik natarel 126S 

That Ciaftly doth her euteatea 

To make a certegfl ascendentes 

Smf^es lo tboui^h auche magyk 

To make a man hole oi seke 1370 

Tber eaw I f Quen medea 

And Ch'tee Eke and Caliophia 

Ther saw I Hermea Ballenos 

Uymote and Eke Sjmon magus 1274 

Ther saw I and knew hem hj name 

That by euche art don men fame 

Ther aavf I oolle Tregitour 

Vpon a Table of CJcomour 1278 

Pley an vncowth th jnge to telle [p. mt, mi. i] 

Y saw hym Garie a wyud myUe 

Ynder a walshnot shale 

What sbuld I make A lengur tale 1282 

Of alle the pnple that I say 

From hens vn to domys day 

"When T hadd alle this folk beboltf 

And fouude me loose and not hold 1286 

And eft I mused lengur a whyle 

Vp on the wall of BiriH 

That shon full lighter |)en a glas 

And made wel more ]ien if waa 1290 

[ no gap in the if&] 

As kynd thynge of fame is 

I gan forth romentil I founde 

The Caetel yat on myn right houde 1294 

Wbeche so wel carren woe 

That neuer snche anojier nas 

And yet it was be anentnie 

Iwrought as oft as by Cnie 1298 

It nedeth yow for to telle 

To make yow to lengKj- dwelle 
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Of these yates fioiysynges 

Ife of compaaes oe of liervengea 

No how the hactynge in Masouis 

Ab corbettes and i^agyryes 

Bot lord BO feyre it was to ehewe 

For it was oUe of golif be-hew 

But in I went and ]>at a non 

There mett I ciyynge mony oon 

A laiges a Urges vp hoitt wett 

Qod save the lady of thya pele 

Our own lentil lady fame 

And hem that wilUth to have a nam« 

Of V8 thus herd I cryen alle- 

And taal coiitmen oat of halle 

And shoke nobles and sterlynges 

And I-crowned wer as kynges 

Wyth crownea wrought full of lesynges 

And mony reban and moy Jiynges 

Were in here clothes traely 

Tho at the last aspyed y 

That puraeTBuntes and humwdes 

That cryeu riche folkes lawdes 

It weien alle and eueiy man 

Of hem as I yow tell kan 

Hedd on hem throw a vesture 

Wheche men clepe a cote aimnre 

Enbiowdrede wonderliche riche 

Alle though they nere nought Hyche 

Bot not will I BO mot I thryve 

£e a bowte to discryve 

Alle these Armea what they weren 

That they thus on here culee beren 

For it to me wei impossible 

Men myght make of hem a bible 

Twenty fote thykk as I trowe 

For certeigfi who so kowde know 
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Myght ^ alle ^ Annes se 

Of fomous folk >at had Ibe 1338 

In Awfiyke Ewrope And Asaie 
' Sitli first lo CMualiie 
Lo how sbnlcl I tell alle thia 

ISe of the lialle eke irhat uede is 1342 

To tellen yow fat eaei-y wtill 
Of it and floie and lofe vyth alle 
Was plated half a fote thikk 

Of gold and that nas no thyngd wikk 1 346 

But for to prove in alle wyse 
Aa fyne as Doket of TenyBa 
Of wheche to lite alle in my powche Is 
And they wer sett as thikk as owches 1360 

Full of the fyneat stones faire 
That men teden in the lapidarie 

As gressea growen in a mede Cp. im, sni. i] 

But it wer alle to longe to rede 1354 

The names and ])erfore I pasae 
But in thia riche luaty place 
That famons halle called was 

Ful muche pres of folk fer naa 1358 

Ne gionynge for to muche pre* 
Bat alle on high vpon a deises 
Satt ofi a se EmperiaU 

That made was of A Knbye 1362 

Wheche a Carhnncle is I-called 
I saw perpetually I-slallod 
A fmnynyne creature 

That neuer formed' by nature 1366 

Suche ano^er tbynge I say 
For alderfuist soth for to say 
Me thought that she was so lite 

That the length of a cubite l-IVO 

Was lengur then ahe semed be . . 
But thus sone in a while she 
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Hei silf iho woiidedy streght 

That wfth hei fete slie f erth right 

And wytli her hede she towched heven 

Ther as ahynygh the steirea seven 

And Jrer-to yet aa to my wytt« 

I saw as gtete a wonder yet 

Ypon her yeen to be-hokl 

But certaign) I hon neuer tolde 

For as fele yeen hadd she 

As fedres vp on fowles be 

Or weran on the bestes fowre 

That goddes trone can honouf 

M wrytyth Ihon in y Apocalyps 

He» here jwt was owndy and Crysps 

As homed golil shon as for to see 

And Both to tellen also she 

Hadde also fele stondynge £res 

And tongee as on an best ben heres 

And on her fete waxen saw I 

Partrige wyngee redely 

But lord the perry and y ryches 

I aaw aittynge on y goddes 

And the hevenly melodye 

Of eonges fuH of Armonye 

I herd abowte hei troiie I-8oags 

That alle the poleis walle looge 

So songe the myghty muse she 

That depett is Caliope 

And her seven snstren eke 

That in her &tes semen meke 

And euermore eternally 

The songe of &mB aa tho herde I 

Heriede be thow and thy name 

Ooddes of renoufi and ofi fame 

Tho was I war lo at the last 

Ab myn yeen gan vp cast 
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That thJs iJke noble qnene 

On her ehuldres gan eusteygn 

Both armea and the name 

Of Thoo that had laige fame 

Alieaundre and Eicules 

That wyth a shert hys lyf lea 

And thus fownde I sittynge this goddes 

In nobley honoMr and riches 

Of wheche I stynt a while now 

Other thyngea to tellen yow 

Thoo saw I stond on y ofer syde 

Streight dow to f ' deria wyda 

From the deee mony a pylere 

Of metal that shon not fill clere 

But though they weren of no riohea 

Tet they wereu made for gret nohleaae 

And in hem grete sentence 

And folk of grete and digne reuerence 

Of wheche I will to telle yow founde 

Vp on a pyler saw I stonde 

AldeifiiBt lo thei I s^h 

Tpon a pilM stond on highe 

That was of lede and yren fyne 

[ . . . . tio gap in the MS.] 

The Ebiaik losephna |.' oW 

That of lewes Geetes tol<f 

And £are vp on hys ahtddres hie 

The feme vp of the Jewry 

And by hym Jter stoden seven 

Wyae and worthy for to nemene 

To helpen' hym har Tp the charge i 

It was ao hevy and ao lai^ 

And for they writen of Bataillea 

As well as of oper merveillea 

Tlier for was lo this piler 

Of wheche I yow tell here 
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Of leede and Tren 1>oth I-w;b 

For yien Mattis metall is 

Wheche ^ot god ia of bataille 

And the leede wyth owtea faille 

Ib lo the metolle of Saturne 

That hath fnl la^ wil to turne 

To etoudynge forth on euery rowe 

Of hem wheche I Jpot oowde know 

Though I he ordre hem not telle 

To moken yaw to loi^e to dwelle 

These of whecho I gonn rede 

Ther saw I stond owt of diede 

[ .... no gap in the MS,] 

That poynted was alle endelynge 

"With Tygree blode in enery place 

The ToIofaE f ot bight Stace 

That bare of Tebes vp f name 

7p on his ehuldres and f same 

Also of Cruell Achilles 

And by hym stodc wythowten lees 

Full wonder high vp on o pilere 

Of yreuhethe gret Omer [p-u^mtij 

And wyth his Darns and Titna 

Be fore and eke be Lulliua 

And Gnydo eke de Columpny 

As Englisshe Gannfiide eke Iwys 

And £che of these as I have loye 

■Was besy for to her up Troy 

So bevy was {ler-of the fiime 

That foT to ber it was no game 

But yet I can fnl wel aspye 

Be twyz hem was a litill envye 

OJJCT- seide fot Omer made lies 

Feynyngs in hys poitreys 

And was to Grekes fauorable 

Theifore held he it bnt fable 
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Tho sey I stond on a |»Ier 

That w«a of TpmjnS yren clere 

The latyn poete Viigile 

That hath bore vp a loi^e whylo 

The fame of pins Eneaa 

And next on a pilei was 

Of Coper Venns clerk Ovyde 

That hatll sowen wounder wyde 

The grete godd of love hia name 

And Thei he bare vp well his name 

Vp on this piler al so hie 

Aa I myght see it wyth myn ye 

For wheche this hall of wheche I rede 

Was wax on hie length and brede 

Wei more by a thowsand dele 

Thau it was erst that saw I well 

Tho sav I on a piler by 

Of yren wrought full stemely 

The grete poete Dauii) Lucan 

And on hys shiddrys bare vp yan 

As hie as I myght see 

The name of lulius and Fompie 

And by hym stoden alls these Clerkes 

That wrytten of Homes myghty werkea 

That yef I wold her names telle 

Alle to longe must I dwelle 

And hem vn a piler stode 

Of Sulpur liche as he wer wode 

DatuJ) Clandian aeth for to telle 

That baie yp alle the fame of helle 

Of pluto and of proserpyne 

That quen is of the derk pyne 

What shuia I more telle of this 

The halle was alle ful I-wys 

Of hem \cA writen olde GeeBtee 

As beu on trees Bokes nestes 
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Wet all these Gestes for to here 
Bat it la a ful confuse matere 
That fhBj of wryte and how fty hight 
But while that I behil<t fat sight 
I henle a noyse apiochen hlive 
That fareth as been don in an hive 
Ayenst her tyme of owt conunynge 
Bight Buche a maner murmurynge 
For alle the worlJ aemed me 
Tho gan I loke abowte me and eee 
That fwr come entrynge in to (* halle 
A right grete company wyth alle 
And Jrot of sondiy regions 
Of alle kynnes condicions 
That dwelle in erth vudar the mone 
FoTe and riche and al so sons 
Ab they wer com in to fi' hall 
They gonne wy on knewys down fall 
Be-for this ilke nohle qnene 
And seid graunt ts lady shen 
Iche of V8 of thy gnice a bone 
And some of hem she gmonted sons 
And Bome she warned well and faire 
And some she graonted the contrarie 

[ 

jw gap in l?te MS.^ 

What fer grace was y nyst 
FoT of these folk full wel I wyst 
They hadd gode fame eche deBerve<} 
Alle though they wer dyttemly eerverf 
Bi^t as hir sustte Daiifi fortune 
Is wont to serve in commoQ 
Now herken how she gan to pey 
That gonne her of her grace piay 
And yet lo alle this companye 
8eiden soth and not a lie 
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Madame aeld }>ef we Im 

Folk pat her besedien the 

That thow graunt vb now gode fame 

And lette oure werkes have gode nama 

In ful recompeuaacoa 

Of gode werkes yef vs renoa 

I warne yow quod she a no'fi 

Ye gete of me gwJe fame bob) 

Be god and fer-ioi go joar vey 

Alace qitod they and welewey 

Tell VB what your Cause may he 

For me list not it qtwd she 

No wyght shal apeke of yow I-wya 

Gode ne barme ne ))at ne this 

And wyth pat woide aha gan to calle 

Her maaynger that was in halle 

And bad pat he shuli) fast gon 

Vpou peyn to hlynde a non 

For Eolus the god of wyude 

[ . . . . no gap in the AIS.] 

And bid hym brynge his Clarion) 

That b ful diuers of his sowne 

And it is cleped clere lawde 

WytA wheche he wont is to herawde 

Hem that me list I-prayse'J be 

And al ao bid hym how pat he 

Brynge eke his oper Clarion) 

That bight akaunde)- in eue»*y town 

In wheche he wont ia to do fame 

Hem pat me list and do hem sham» 

This Masyi^ar gan fast to gon 

And fownd wher in a Cave of ston 

In a conntrey thut bight Crass 

This EoIqs wyth hard grace 

Helde the wyndee in desttes 

And gan hem onder bym to presae 
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That they gau as the heres rare 
He bonnde and pressetJ hem so sore 
This Mftsynger gan fast crye 
Kyse vp quod he and fast hye 
Till thow at my lady be 
And take thy clarioua eke yrjth the 
And Bpede the fast and he a son 
Toke to a man >at bight Tryton) 
Hys Clarion to beren tbo 
And lete a certeigS wynd go 
That blew bo hidewaly and hye 
That it left not a skye 
In alle the nalkjn lange and brode 
This Eolus no wber a-bode 
Till be was com at fames fete 
And eke y man that Tryton hete 
And ^er he stode as stil as atou 
And her wyth alle ft^ cam a non 
An oper imga compayne 
Of olde folk and gan to crye 
Lady grannt vb now gode fame 
And let onie weikes bare ))at name 
Now in honowr and lentilnes 
And also god jour sowle bles 
For we ban well deserved it 
Ther for is r^ht fat we ben quyte 
As thrive I quod she ye sbal faile 
Gode werkea sbal not yow availle 
To have of me god fame as now 
But wote ye what I grannt yow 
That ye shul have a shreweif name 
And wykked loose and werse fame 
Though ye gods loos have wel deservec! 
How goth yo«r wey for ye ben aervoiJ 
And tbow Daun) Eolus quod sbe 
Take forth tby Trompe a non lette se 
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That !■ I-cleped slauudie light 

And blow her looa fot euery wyght 1626 

Speke of hem hsime aad shrewedenes 

Iq Btede of gode and wurthjnes 

For thow shalt trompe alle the contraiie 

That they hare don wel an faire 1630 

Alace thought I what Auentuies 

Have the eorj Creataree 

That they amongs alle y preea 

ShnliJ thus be shamed giltelea 1 G34 

But what it must nedes bo 

What dede this Eolua but he 

Toke owt his blak Ttompe of Bras 

That fowler then the devil! was 1630 

And gan this Trompe for to blowe 

Aa alio the worliJ shoM ouo-thiowe 

Throi^h owte entry r^on 

Went his fowle trompes sowne 1642 

As swyft aa a pelet owt of a gonne 

Whenn fire is in to it ronne 

And snche a smoke gan owt wende 

Owt of his fowle trompes ende 1646 

Blak bloo grevysshe swartisshe rede 

As doth whenn men mult lede 

Lo alle on hye from the twelle 

And Jter-to oo thynge saw I welle 1650 

That the furthir fat it ranne 

[T]he gret«- waxen it be-gan 

Ab doth the Uraer from a welle rp-)u,i«i.t] 

And it stanke as the pitt of helle 1654 

Aloce this was her shame I-ronge 

And gilteles on enery tonge 

Tho cam / the thryd ■ companye 

And gan vp to y deis hye 1 658 

And down on kneys thay fell a non 

And seiden they ben euerychon 
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Folk ^ot ban fill trewly 

Deserred fame rightfnll]' 1662 

And pi&y that it my ght be know 

Right M it is and forth I-blow 

I graunt quod she foi now me list 

That now your god wertea beo wyst 1666 

And yet ye ehul have better loos 

Bight in despite of alle your foos 

Then wurthy is and that a non 

Let now quod she thy trompe gon ' 1670 

Thow EoliiB that is so blak 

And owte thyn o^r trompe take 

That hight Lawde and blow it so 

That through )>* woilcF her fame go 1G74 

Alle eeyly and not to fast 

That it be knowen at the last 

Ful gladely lady myn he seide 

And owt hia trompe of gold he hreyde 1678 

A-non and eett it to his mowth 

And blew it Eat west and eowth 

And north as lowd as eny thoud«r 

That euery wyght have of it wond»- 1682 

So brode it ran or at it etynt 

And certes alle the breth )iat went 

Owt of his Trompe mowth it sniyllcJ 

As men a pittefnl of bawm helct 1666 

Amonge a basket ful of Eoaes 

This fauour dede he to her loses 

And right Wyth this I gan aapye [p. nt, eo. i] 

Thet cam the foreth company 1690 

But certeigfi they were wonder fowe 

And gonne to stond on a rowe 

And seiden certes lady bright 

We haven do well wyth alle ourc myght 1694 

But we ne kepen have no fame 

Uide otue werkes and ours name 
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For goddee love for certes we 

HaA cetteigo) do it for bonite 

And for no mhoer o^ thyngd. 

I graunt yoit alle your aakynge 

Quod she let alle your werkea be dede 

WyUi fat about I turned myn hede 

And aee anon fts furst rowte 

That to this lady gan lowte 

And down a non on knees falle 

And her tho by-sowghten alle 

To hide hei gode werkea eke 

And seide they yefe not a leke 

For fame ne Buche lenoufi 

For they fot contemplacon) 

And Goddes love hadd it wrought 

Ke of fame wol<t they nowght 

What quod she be ye wode 

Aad wene ye to do gode 

And for to have of that no fame 

Have ye despite to have my name 

Nay ye shull be euerychoQ 

Blow thy trompe and fat a non 

Quod she thow Eolus I hote 

And lyuge theae f olkes werkes by note 

That alle the world may of it here 

And gan blow hei loos bo cleie 

In his gilde Glarioo) 

That through the world went f* sown 

And BO kyndely and eke alle soft 

[. . . . tw gap in the MS.] 

Tho cam the eixt company 

And gan fost to fame crye 

Kight verely in this manere 

They selden me^'oy lady dere 

To tell certeigfl aa it is 

We have do nefftr fit ne this 

pBPrff 
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Bat Idil alle cure lif be 

But Beferlea we preyen the 1734 

That we may have so god a fame 

And grete renouQ and tnowen nam 

Aa they that have don noble gestes 

And eshued alle her beates 173S 

Aa wel of love as ofer lliy:ige 

Alle was vb neuer broche ne rynge 

Ke elles ought fro women sent 

Ne ones in het hert I-ment ] 742 

To make vs only frendely cheie 

But mowght temeu va vp on bere 

Yet lete vs to f* puple seme 

Sucbe as the world may of vs deme ' 1746 

That wommen loved vs for wode 

That shal do vs aa muche gode 

And to ouie hert as muche availe 

To couutre pese ese and tntvaile 17r>0 

As we hadd wonne wyth labors 

For that is dere bowght labour 

At ragardo of oure grete eee 

And yet ye muat th more plese 1754 

Lete va behold eke {lerto 

Wurthy wyse and gode alao 

And riche and happy m to love 

For goddes love that sittith above .1758 

Though we may not the body have 

Of women yet so god me save 

Lete men blaw on vs the name 

SufBceth that we have the fame 1763 

I grount quod she be my trowth 

Now Eolus -wjth outen slowtb 

Take out thy trompe of gold quod she 

And blow as they have asked me 1766 

That eueiy man wene hem at ese 

Though they go in bod lese Ip. iit, -xa. i] 

PEPTB 
ODD TBXT8. 9 
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This Eolus gan it so blow 

That through tlie voiiii it was knowe 

Tho com tlie vij rowte a non 

And fele on knees euerychon 

And seide lady g/aiint va eone 

The same thynge the same bone 

That these next folke have dofi 

Fye on yow quod she euetychon 

Ye maaty ewjne ye Idil wi'echea 

Ful of £oten slow tecche 

What fals theves wher ye woolfl 

Ben famous goods and no thyi^ nold 

Deserve why ne neuer thought 

Man lathei yow to hangyn ought 

For ye ben like the slepy catte 

That void have fisshe but wost fow what 

He will no thynge wete his dowea 

Evill thrift com on your lowes 

And on myn yef I it graimt 

Or do fauotw yow to a-vaunt 

Thow Eolus thow kynge of Trace 

Go blow this folk a Bory grace 

QikkI she a non and wost thow how 

As I shal tell the right now 

Sey these ben they that wolden honour 

Have and do no kyunes labour 

And do no good and yet hem lawde 

That men wende that bele Isawde 

Ne cowde hem nowt of love wemo 

And yet she grynt at a qnyma 

Is ftlle to gode to ese her hert 

This Eolus a non vp stert 

And wjtA his blak Claribfl 

He gan to blasyn owt a sown) 

As lowde as bellyth wjnde in belle 

And eke fer wytft soth to telle 
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This flown was as fill of lapea 

Ab enere mowB wer in Ap«s [p. iM, «). t] 1 806 

And that went alle the world abowte 

That every wyght gan on hem showte 

And for to laugh as ibey wer wode 

Suche gam fownde they in her hods 1810 

Tho earn ano^er company 

That hadd I-doou )>' trecherye 

The hanne the grete wiklcednes 

That euery hert cowde gesae 16H 

And prayed her to have gode fame 

That she nold do hem ue shawme 

Bat yeve hem loos and gode lenoaQ 

And do it blow in Glarioun 1818 

Xay wye quod she it were a wyse 

Alle be ^er-in be no lustioe 

Me list not do it nowe 

The nye nyl I not graunte yew 1822 

Tho cam ^er crepynge in a lowte 

And gan clappe alle abowte 

Enery man yp on (i° crowne 

That alle the hall gan to eowse 1828 

And seide lady lore and dere 

We ben euche folk as ye may here 

To tell alle the tale a right 

We ben shrewes euery wyght 1830 

And have delit in wikkednes 

Ab goode folk have in godnes 

And loie to ben knoweu shiewes 

And ful of vice and wikked thewes 1834 

Wher fore we pray yow on a rowe 

That cure fame be suehe I-know 

In alle thynge snche as it is 

I graunt it yow quod she Iwys 1838 

But what art ^ou that seyst fie tale 

That werest on thyn hose a pale 
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And on thy tipet suche a beli 
il& Pam ^uod he eoth to tell 
I am that ilk shrew I Tvys 

[Fepi/s 2006 J'ame en<fe tt« Jlfaiis/oKcKM.] 
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13i LBQEKD OF GOOD 1 



THE LEGEND OF GOOD WOMEN. 

[Addil. MS. 28,617, Brit. Mua. (paper), leaf 1, iticomplde: 
begins at line &13 and has lost 9 other leavet.} 

[TSfre'f a kind qf jj at the endeffivmy line.'] 

She that For hire honsbonde cheea to dye O—ti] 5li 

And eke to goofl to helle rathet thanne he 

And heicules Eeecowecl hire paide 

And hrou&t oute off helle ageyne to blyaee 616 

And I answerde ayen And seyde yisse 

Now knowe I hire And ys this goode Alceste 

The deyesye And myn owns hertya Iteste 

Now Feele I weH the goodneBse off this wyff 620 

And that bot& affter deetfi and in hire lyff 

Hire giete hoonte doabletH hei* Benoun 

WeS hatH she quytte me myfie ASecoiouD 

That I have tyl hire Flonre the Deyesye 524 

So wondii ys thoufi loue hiie etelly^e 

And as tellith AgatootI For hire goodnesae 

Hire white Corovue beritll off hit wytnesra 

For also many yertnes hadde she 628 

As smale Floores in hire Corovne be 

In remembraunce off hire and in honour 

CybeUa made the deyae and the ilour 

I-CorovneiJ al with with white as men may se 632 

And Mars thaime to hire Corovne Rede parde 

ADDIT. 38,617 
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In stede off Kubf ea aette amonge the white 

Tker witll she wexe tede Fot shame [ ]yte 

vhanne she was preysei) so iu hire preaeuce 536 

Xhanne aeyde love a FuH grete necligence 

Was yt to the that ylke tyme thow made 

[No gap in the MS.] 
Hyde AbsoIoA thy Tresses in £al[ade] 

[No gap in the MS.] 
And thow Forgate hire in thy songe to sette [iari,buki 640 

[No gap in the MS.] 
Syn that thow art so gretely in hire dette' 
And wyste so wett that kalendre ys she 
To any womwian that wole lover be 

For she tauht alte the Craffte off ffyn lovynge 544 

And namely off wyffhoode the lovynge 
And alle the boundes that she ouEt kepe 
Thy lytyl wytte was thilke tyme a-slepe 
But now I Chaise the vpon thy lyff 548 

That in thy legends thow make on this wyff 
whauna other smale ben made byfore 
And Fore now w^ I charge the nomote 
But or I goo thoB myche I wole the telle 652 

Ne shatt no tiewe lover komen in belle 
Thes other ladyes sytten here a Bowe 
B[en i]ii tby Balade yiff thow kanst hem knowe 
And in thy bookes thow shalt hem ffynde 656 

Have hem now in thy l^ende alle in mynde 
I mene off theym that hen in thy knowynge 
For here ben .zz .M'. and moo syttynge 
Thanne thow kneweat goode wommen alle 660 

And trewe off love For aufit that may beMlo 
Make thy Metres off thaym aa the leste 
I mote goo home the eonne drawit^ west 
To Paiadys with alle this Companye 564 

And serve ay weH the Fressft deyesye 
At Cleopatro I wole at thow begymno CMij 

ADDIT. 88,617 
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Aiid SO Fortfi and my love ehaltow wyima 
For latte se now what man that lover be 
Wde do so stronge a peyne in lave aa ahe 
I wote weU thow mayst nat alle Eyme 
That snche lovers dydden in hei> tyme 
It were to longe to leden and to here 
Suffyselfi me thow make in this manere 
That thow leheiase off alle theyre lyff the grete 
Afftei that thes olde Auctoors lysten trete 
For who BO BheA so many a stoiye telle 
Say shotUy or he'sh^ to lot^ duelle 
And vifh. that worde my bookea gan I take 
And nbt thus on my legende ganne I iaak« 



. Incfcpit . Usttmn . Clcopatrgf . 

AFter the deeth off Tbolome the kyng 580 

That alle %ipt« hadde in his govemyng 
Begned his Qnene Cleopataias 
Tyl on a tyme hyfelle there euche a caos 
- That oat off Borne was sent a Beuatoot 584 

Forto conquere Eegnea and honour [iBita,bMij 

Ynto the tome off Bome as was vswince 
To haue the worlde at theyre obeyssaunce 
And sothe to seyne AntonitM was his name 588 

So felle yt as Fortune hym. ovSt a shame 
whanne he was Fallen in prospetyte 
fiebelle vnto the tovne off Bome was he 
And over alle this the austre off Cesar 692 

He leflle hire Falsly er she was war 
'And wolde algatys haue a nother wyff 
For which he toke with Rome and Cesar stryff 

ADDII. S8,S1T 
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Katheles Foi sothe thia ylbe seustoar 

Taa a Futt worthy weireour 

And off his deeth hit was FuH grete aamaga 

But love h&dd hroullt this man in such a Bage 

And hym so nanre Iraimdeii in his laas 

For the love o£f Cleopatoras 

That alle the worlde he sette at no value 

Hym thoullt thoi was no thing to bym bo due 

As Cleopataraa Foito love and serve 

Hym lonfit nouE.t in Armya Forto sttsrve 

In the defence off hire and off hire E^t 

This noble quene loved ao this knyht 

Thnrb his deserte and hia Chinalrye 

As certeynly bat yiff that bookes lye 

He was off persons and off gentyllesse 

[4 leaves gone /lere.] 
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[II.] 

[THE LEGEND OF THISBE.] 

[MS. Ff. 1. 6 (paper), University Library, Caw^ridge.l 

A t babUone vhiloui) ill it )ma {ynittj 

the wycli towne the qnene SemiiamiM 
Let dycheoe i^ a-boute & vaBya make 708 

FuH hey of arda / tylye wele y-bake 
Thete were dwellyng" yn fiia nobuH towno 
Towe lordya wyi^ pai were of grett renow[n]e 
And voaed fo ny on a giene 713 

That per nas but a ston) wh^ hynd be-twens 
As oft^ in grett townys ys ^ woid OAiMiitanutniM] 

And Bot£ to Beyne that one man had a son) 
Of att fat londe one of the lyBteyB[t]6 716 

That oiidui haii a dowtur the feyrest 
That estwhani in y woilde whas y dwellyng* 
The name of ejuerycli gane to oudar Bpiyng" 
Be wemen fat were neyghbiuyB a-bowte 720 

Eor in fiat centre hit y out of dowte 
AEeydyns ben) y-kepet for lulouae 
Fufl stryte leyst any downe sum foyly 
|iis yongi man whas callyd peyiamtu 724 

Theabe het y meydon) Naso aeytts ^us 
And ])us be report whas hur name y-achoue 
That as ^ey wex yn) age wax here luffe 
Ant) Seiteyne as be reaoh) of here age 728 

The myght haue ben) be-twex hem maiyage 
Bat )iat here fadura nold not it sent 
And bowt£ in luffe y-lyc& sore Jtey btent 
That none of aB here frendys myght hyt lett [U m.m} 732 
And pieuely some tyme fat pey mette 

CiMB. Ff. 1. 9 
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Be slyeffi & spekene some of liere dyseyie 
As owte the glede attur y feyre ' 

FoT-bede a luffe & it tene bo wode 
This w^ wycE Jat be-twex hyml both stode 
Wliaa clouen) a tow ryg&t fro f cope a down 
Of olde tymys ■ of his fimdacioiil 
But fat Jiia clyfte was so narowe & lyte 
Hit was noyght a aeyndyr noygSt a myta 
But wat y fat luffe can) noyj^t a-speya 
The lufferya towe yf pat 1 shaH not ley 
The funden) fyrst fis lyteH natowe dyfte 
And viUi a sowne as softe as any scbtyft 
The lett here wordys thoro p' clyf t pasae 
An(} toldetO wyU pai fej stodeu) ia the plase 
Here compleynt of luffe ancl here woo 
AnJ e\ierj tyme whenl fey dowt so 
Yp-one fat on! syde of fat whaH stode he 
And on fat oudur syde etode t«sby 
The swette sowne of oudur to reyseue 
And fus here whardeyns wold fey dyaseyTie 
And euery day this whatt wold fey thiets 
And wysscK to god hit were done bete 
Thus wold fey seyne a las fow wyktyd whafi 
Thui^B thyne envyo towe lestest Ts aU 
Why nylt f ou cleue or fiillone a downs 
Oi at the lest but ftm woldnst so 
Tet woldeet but onu« lat ts mete 
Or ontM fat we myght kysson) ewe. 
Than were we couered of owie cams colde 
But naytheles yet be we to f* holde 
In as mycll as poa snfferest for to gone 
Oure woidus thnigfit fi lyme & eyke fy stone 
Yet are we with f ' weH apayde 
And when) f is yduH wordus were seyde 
The colde wh^ fey wold kysse of stone 
And take here leyue & fortjle fey woldeii) gona 
OAMB. Ff. 1. S 
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And ^is whas gladly in )ie euenen) tyde 
Ot woadur erly leyst men hit a-spyde 
AniS long tyme }iey wrovrte in ])iii xoanere 772 ' 

Tyl od) a day whaid phebua gane to cleie 
^Aurora wyUi ))e stremiM of his hete 
Had dryude vp ]« dewe of erbns aweta 
Vn-to t>iB clyA as hit -vrhas won) to ha 776 

Come pyramfu & after come tesbe 
And plygfiton) trowthe fully in fey 
^at yike same nyg&t to stelone a wey 
AnJ to be-geyle here whardeyiia euerycfione 780 

And foitfi. out of )ie Syte for to gone 
And for ]ie feldua bene so biowde & wyde 
For to mete in a plaee at o tyde 

fey 86tt merte here inetyng" echuld be [i«i(M,fiiicii] 784 
There kyng" nynns whas gtauene vndur a tre 
For olde penyms ^t Idolea heried 
Vsen tho in feldus to ben bered 

And fast be f"* geyne whae a w^ 788 

And achorthly of f" tale to t^ 
J}" conafit was a-fermed wondur faet 
And long" hyiri) thowght fat f sone last 
Jjat hit nere gone vndur y goyng' down 792 

Thya tesby haifi so grett affeccioun 
And eo grett hast piramu« to se 
That wen) eche myg&t see here tyme myg^t be 
Att nyght ache stale a wey pieuyly 796 

Wyth here fitse wympuld Sotily 
Alle here fiendus for to aane heiv thawgfat trwtlle 
Sche asee for-aake & Jwt f rewffi 

That euer womman wold be 80 trewa 800 

To tryst a man but Bche hym) bettur knewe 
And to the tre sche goae a full good paao 
For loue made hyr so ardy in fat case 
And be fat wett a downe can) ache hyr a-dressc 804 

Alas tho come a wylde lyones 

CAHB. Ff. I. e 
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[AddUumal MS. 28,617, British Mv^um.] 

To diynken off the welle there she aatte v^ « 

And whanne that Teabe hadde espyed tLiitte 

She roo8 witll a drery herte 

And in a kave with dredefuH Foot she sterte . 

Foi by the Mono she sawe yt vefi wltb alle 

And as she lanne hire wylnple lette she Falle 

And tooke noofi hede bo sore she was awhaped 

And eke For gladde that she was escapei) 

And thns she sytteth and derkytll wondre stylle 

whanne that this lyonesse hadde dronke hire Fylle 

Aboute the welle ganne she Forto wende 

And rifit anoofi the wymple gaime she Fynde 

And wiOS hire blody months yt aft to-Eente 

whanne this was done no lengere wolde she atente 

But to the wodde hire way thanne hal£ she nome 

And at the laste this Fyramus ya kome 

But a& to longe at home alias was he 

The MoOB shone And he mybt wiM se 

And in hia way as that he kome FuH Faate 

Hya eyen to the grounde a dovne he caste 

And in the sonde aa he bybelde adovh) 

He seye the ateppes broode off a lyoun 

And in his herte he sodeynly agroos 

And pale he wex and ther witii hia heere aroos 

And nere he kome and Foande the wymple torn) 

Alias quoi he the day that I was boni) rfni: 

This oon nyllt wole ts lovers bothe sloe 

How shnlde I aske meicy off Teabee 

whanne I am he that haae yow alayne Allaa 

My hydynge hath yow alayne in this caaa 

Alias to bydde A womman goon be nyKt 

In place where as perylle Fallen myht 

And I BO alowe alias I ve hadde be 

Here in this place a Fnrlonge way or ye 

ADDIT. 9^)917 
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Oat of y wode wytts out more a reBt 

Wytb bloudy mowffi of stianglyugi of a best 

To drynkene of J»" w^ fer as ache aste ^ p lau] 808 

And when) Jtat teaby ha* a-flpyde that 

Sohe rose vp wyffi a drewri hert 

And in a caae vytfi diydfuH foot Bche stette 

Pot be f mone eche sey hit velle wyt% aH 812 

And as ache lane here wymputt lett eche fatt 

And toke no hed so sore scbe whas a-vapede 

And eyke for ^ad ^t eche vhaa eac-aped 

And |>ufl Bche aetthe & erkyth wondiir steH 8l6 

When) ])is lyones had dienkyne here feU 

A-boate )io w^ gan) eche for to wend 

And ry^t a-none |)e vympnH gtuO sche fyud 

And wytA here Uoody month hit aS to-rent 820 

Whan) |iiB was done no lengei ache ne stent 

Bat to )>o wode here wey then) haUi sche nome 

And at |)° last }>iB pyiamua ye come 

Bat aB to long* allaa at home whas he 624 

The mone schone & he mygSt wele y-ae© 

And be hys wey as he come fuH fast 

Hys eyen) a downe to the erffi he cast 

And in )>e sonde as he be-hcldo a downe 828 

He saye y steppus broude of a lyon) 

And in hys hert sodenly he a-giose 

And pale he wex Jer-wytfi hys here a-rose 

And nere he come & fonde y wympuH tome 832 

Alias qnod he the day ^at I whas borne 

Thya o nygfit wold vs louera bothe slee 

How Bchnld I aake m.ercy of you' tesby 

Whan) I anil he pat hath you' slayn) alias 8Z6 

My bydyng" hath yoa' alayne in p** case 

Allaa to byddone a woman go be nyght 

In plase per as pereH fallen myght 

And I so aloa' alias I had ne be [luf H.iiHk] 840 

Here in p" plaa a farlong* wey or sche 

CAUB. Vf. I. 



dbv Google 



114 LEasHD OF OOOD WOUBIT. ASDIT. MS. 38,617. 

"Sow yih&i Lyoun that be in thu Foreate 
My bod; mot h&m rente or vhat beeete 
That wylde ys gnawen mote be myn herte 844 

Aud wit£ that worde be to the wymple sterte 
And kyate yt offte and wepte on yt FiiH aoi« 
And seyde wymple alias there is na maie 
Bnt thow ehalt Fele as w^ the bloode off me 848 

As thow baste Pelte the bledynge off Teabe 
And witJl that worde he smote hym to the heite 
The bloode out off tbe woaade aa hioode sterte 
As water nbaniie Uie conda}^! biokyn ys 852 

Kow Teabe Tvbicfi that wyst nat off this 
But syttyng in here drede she thou&t thus 
Yiff hit ao Falle that my Fyramua 
Be komen bedir and may me nat Fynde 8B6 

He may me holde Fals and eke vnkynde 
And oute sbe komyth and afFter hym gan eapyen 
Botbe witb bire berte and wiffi hire eyen [leur*] 

And thonfit I wolle bym tellen off my dreda 860 

Bothe off tbe Lyoneaaa and alle my dede 
And at tbe loat bire lyeff tbann« hat£. sbe Founde 
Betynge bia beeles vpofi the grounde 
Al blody and tbei with e!A abak sbe sterte 864 

And lyke tbe wawes qoappe ganne hire beite 
And pale as Box sbe was in a throws 
Avysei} bire and gan bym well to knowe 
That bit was Pyramus bire herte dere 868 

Who kouthe wry te awycli a dedly Cbere 
HaUl Tesbe now and how here heere she Bent 
And how sbe ganne hire sylff to turmente 
And bow she lyetK an awownettl on the gpownde 873 

And bow ahe wept« off Teeres Fulle hia wounde 
And medlyth sbe his bloode with his compleynt 
How wi1£ hia bloode hire selff ganne ahe peynt 
How clippe1£ she the deede corps alias 87G 

How dotb 'tbia wof nil Tesbe in tbia caas 
ADDiT. ag,ei7 
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LMBND OF QOOO WOUEH. MS. ff. 1. 6, CAUB. 145 

STowe what liorj) fot be in J»is forest 
M}r body mote rent or what beat 

That wyliJ Ji" gnawen) mat my hert 844 

And w^A |)at word he to |)* wympofi starts 
AnJ kyat it oft & weppet on) it fttH sore 
AnJ sayd vympoH alias \er is nomore 
But ))oa shi^ fele as v^ |i° bloude of me 848 

As Jxm as felJ y bloJ ol tesby 
Autt wytA ^t worS he smet hym) to Ji" hert 
The bloude out of y wood as brod start 
Ab watur wan) ^at )>* condytn biokeik) ))is 862 

Jfowe teaby wych wyat no thyng* of f ia 
Bat 8sttyiig< in here drede sche thuth ))ua 
Tf it 80 ffdi fat my none pyramiM 

be comon) hiddur & may me not lynd 856 

He may hol<J me false & eke on)-kynd 
And out sche comtbe & aftur hyni) sche can) aspye 
BotR wytA hyr hert & eke wytA hyr ee 
An* thon^t I wyH hym) trft of ^ my drede 86Q 

Botii of y lyonea & alt my dede 
And at |i° last here luffe )>ere as sche fond 
Betyng' w^ his helys vnto f e grond 
Alt blody & fsf-wytil a-bakke sche sterte 864 

And lyke fo quays qoakyng* here hert 
And pale as box sche was in a throwe 
A-vysed here & gan) hym wele to knowe 
That it was peramw here hert dere (Uif «i] 868 

Woo cowde wiyte wycB a dely schere 
Hath tesby nowe h, howe her here sche rent 
And howe sche gan) here selueii) to terlnent 
And houe sche lytfi & anownytts on) y grond 872 

ijiS howe Eiohe weppet of teres foU hys wond 
And medulth sche his blode wytA here complynt 
How w^ his blonde here selue gane sche paynt 
Howe klepet sche fe dede corse alias 876 

Hone doth ]ne wofuH tesby in this case 
CAMB. pf. 1, 
ODD TEXTS. 10 



..Google 



300-301 FAR.-T&ZT 

146 LEQEND OP QOOD WOUBH. ADDIT. MS. S8,6I7- 

How kyasetts Bhe hiB Eroety mouthe so colde 
"Who hath don) this and who hath ben eo bolda 
To sleen my lyeff / speke my Pyramus 880 

I am thy Tesbe that the callytB thus 
. And ther ^tfi aB she lyffteJ vp his hsed« 
This wofuH man that Fully was nat deade 
On hiie he caste Ms hevy deedly eye 884 

WluinTie that he herde the name off Tesbe ciye Ciii>i(,t>uk] 
And doTiii Bgeyn and yelditH rp the gooat 
Tesbe lysitlt vp ■vii& oute noyBe or boost 
And sai]£ hire wymple and his empty seeUI 888 

And eke his sweide that hym hatfi done to deetll 
Thanne spak she thus thy wofuH bande quod she 
Is strooge ynonh in swicll a werke to me 
Foi lore shftit yere me stoentS and hardynesae 892 

To make my wonnde large ynon& y gesse 
I irole the Folwen deede and I vole be 
Felawe and cause eke off thy deel£ qwod she 
And thow that no thyng save the deetjl only 896 

Mifit the Fio me departe teewly 
Thow ebalt no more now dq>arte Fro me 
Thanne Fro the deetll For I wole goo witS the 
And now yee wreochetJ lelous Fadres ours 900 

We that whylom welfi childien yonre 
We piay yow that witK onten more envye 
That in oone grave we moten lye 

8yn lore hath loou&t va to this pitous ende 904 

As Eihtwyae god to enery lover aende 
That lovyth trewly more pnwperyte 
Thanne euere hadde Pyramns and Teebe 
And latte no gentyl womtuan hire aasaxe 90S 

To pntten hiK in sache an aventore 
But god Forbede but yiff a woman kan 
Ben as trewe and lorynge as a Man 

And For my part I shaH anoon yt kythe [iwrw 912 

And with that worde his swerde she toke as swythe 
ADDIT. 88,017 
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L80BND OF QOOD WOHBN. US. F/. I. 6, CAMB. H7 

Howe kysBetfie Bche hia furety mowtfi bo colde 

Howe hatK done ]iis & hatK bene bo bolde 

To elene my loufe o speke my pyramiMi 680 

I am f ' tesby Jwit )» aaUatS fuB 

AniS fer-vyih-a3i sche lyftnd vp bis beet 

^is wofnfi man fai waa not folly dede 

Wen) he hercl f° name of tesby crye 884 

Oa beie be cast bis bone dely ey 

[ no gap in the M3.] 

Tesbe rysetB wyth-outon) uoysa ot boat 

And bei wympuH & bee emty Bcbetbe 888 

And eke bis swonJ )>at batb biml done to det^e 

JWn) spake sche pus my wofuH haniS quod ache 

His stroi^ I-nogBt in aj(^ a werke to me 

For luffe afasS gyffe stryntti & hiodyneB 693 

To mate my wond large e-no^t I gease 

I wyB ^e foloue dede & I wyB be 

Feloae & case eke of tby detfi quo* sche 

And }an fat nothyi^ saae detfe only 96 

Myght tbe iio me part tmly 

[ line out of the MS.] 

Tban fro f deUS for I iriH go wj/tA tbe DMtm.bMii] 

And now the wryecbyd laloua faduta owre 900 

"We Jjat were wbylomua we chyldren joui' 

We prayn you' wyiA-onton) moreenuye 

fat in one grane we motion) botfi lye 

Syn loafs hatil browt vs to fiB petius ende 904 

And ryghffuH god to euery louere send 

That louetbe truly more proaperyte 

Tban euer bad pyiamiM & teaby 

And let no gentelwoman hyie ossaie 908 

To piitton) hyre in sycK auenture 

But god for-bede but a woman kane 

Be as trewe & lonyng* aa a man 

And foi my parte y sh^ a-non hit ry^t 913 

And wytft fat word bia swerde sdie toke aa ayuUio 

CAMS. Pf. 1. 8 
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That wanne was off hire Iotis bloode and hoote 

And to the herte she tiire eylnen smote 

And tliuB ya Teebe and Pyramus i^oo 

Off trewe men I Fynda but Fewe moo 

In alls my bookea sanfT tihia Pyiamos 

And theifore have I spokyn off hyia thus 

For yt ye deynte to ts Mep to Fynds 

A man that kan in lore be tiewe and kynde 

Heei may he seen what toret that hem be 

A woman darre and kan love as well as he 



[in.] 
fncipft . leflntba / Stbonis . Cartogie . SfUgine ./ 

GLotye and Honoui Yiigyl Manteau 9S1 

Bere thy name and I shaH as I kan 
Folwe thy lantetne as thow goost byfoni) 
How Eneas -waa to Dydo Fotswoni) 

In thyne eneyde And naso wole I take 928 

The tenouie and the giete effectea make 
Wbanne Troye hrouht vraa to the deetruccioun [i««f t, taAj 
By Grekes sleyht aftd nandy by Synoim 
Feynyng< the hois of&e<l vnto Mynetwe 932 

ThuiK which many a Troian must sterre 
And iEctoi hadde affter his deot£. appieteiJ 
And Fyre so woode yt mytt nat ben stierecl 
In alle the noble Toure off ylyoun ■ 936 

That off the Gitoe was the Chieff dongoun 
And alle the Contie was so lowe ybioi^t 
And Fynunafi the kyng Fordofi and noulit 
And Eneas was Charged by Venna 940 

To Fleen away / he toke Ascanins 
That was his eonne In his rffit haude and Fladde 
And on his hak he bare and witll hym ledde 

ADDIT. 38,617 
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That waime was of hyr luffya blodo & hoto 

Ani} to y herte Bche hyr sjlfe smotto 

And )>iis his pyiamiu & tesbe a. go 916 

Of so trewe men) I fyni but fewe mo 

In e£ my bokys saue )iis pyramuf 

And ^er-fore I baue spokeiki of hymJ ^ua 

Fot hit is deut« trf Byc6e men to fynd 920 

A man }>at gaii) in luffe be trewe & kynil 

Here may ;e seeiil whate louere so he be 

A woman dai & kai^ as wele as he 

Explicit Pyiamw & tesbe 

Nomen acriptoiis nicholaoB pleaus amoris. 

[HI.] 
[Rawl. MS. 0. 86, foqf 113 ; paper: late \6tk cent.] 

the oompl&ynte of Dido [<■ <> »"f *«uf] 

Glorie and honowte YiigiH Mantuaifl / LUgu*. 

Bere thi name & I shafi as I cai^ 
Folow thi laten) as ^u goist befoni) / 
How Eayas was to Dido for-Swron) (n'e) / 
Li tbi Supporte ovide & naso wifi I take / 928 

The tenom' and tbe grete effecte make / 
When) troy was biongfit to distraction) / 
By grekys slygtlt & namely by Synofl / 
Feinyii the horse offir<f vnto Maneire / 932 

Throw whiche many a Trogian) dide atryve / 
And Ector bad after bis Deith append / 
And a fiie so wode it mygbt not be eterici / 
In alle the nobiH toure of Ilion) [i«f iis, i**? 936 

That of the Citie waa the Cheyf Dungeon) / 
And aH the Contrey was so low I-brouglit / 
And FiiamtM the kyng brougbt to noug&t / 
And eneaa was chargid by Venus / 940 

To fleyn) awey he toke askaneus 
That was hia sone in his rigSt bande & fledde / 
And on) bis bake be bare & fortb he ledde / 

OAHB. Ff. 1. S ; & BAWL. O, 86 
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Hie olde Fadii deped AnchiseB 

And by the way his wyff Creusa he lees 

And mekyl sorwe hadde he in hia mynde 

Oi that he kou& his Felysships Fynde 

But at laste whanne he hadde hem Founde 

He made hym ledy in a ceiteyn etonnde 

And to the see he gun hym FuH Fast hye 

And sayllitfi FortB witK alle his companye 

Towardea ytaylle aa wolde his destynea 

But off his aventnreB in the see 

Ne nye nat to purpos Forto speken oif heie 

For hit accordyUt nat to t^'a matere 

But as I aeyde off hym and off Dydo 

Shtdl be my Tale that I have y-do 

So longe he saylled in the Salte See 

Tyl in Lybye vnnetR arryreiJ he 

WitH shippes seven and no mote navye 

And gladde was he to londe Forto hye 

So was he witti the Tempest al to-ehake 

And whanne that he the haven hadde ytake 

He hadde a knybt vas calleJ Acchatee 

And hym off alle his FelysaMp« he cheea 

To goon wit^ hym the cuntie For tespye 

He toke witfi hym no more Companye 

But Forlfi they goon and leffte the Shippes Ryde 

Hys Feer and he with outen eny guyde 

So longe he waltytft in this wyldemease 

Tyl at the laste he mette an htmtereese 

A Bowe in hande and Aiwes hadde she 

Hire clothes verfl kntted to the kne 

Ent flhe was yltt the Feyrest creature 

That enere was FommeJ by nature 

And Eneas and Acchates she grette 

And thus she to hem epak as she hem mette 

Sawe yee quod she as yee haue walked wyde 

Euy off my eustren walke yow byayda 

■ ABOIT. 28,817 
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His olt) fader / CalliA Anchiaea / 

And by tlie wey bis wiff' Crosa ho leeee 

And Mucfi Borow had be in )us mynde / 

Ot tliat he Coude Ms felishippe fynde / 

But at the laat when) he h&i theSi founds / 

He made hyu) tedy on) a Certeyn) atornde / 

And to the eee he Covde hym) fast bye / 

And saillyd for1£ mih a& hys Comptwy / 

lowordl ItayH ae waa iaa destine / 

But his aaentme on) the eee / 

Ib not to putpos to sepke {tic) of hete 

foi it acorditfi nat to my Matieia / 

But as I Bai<I of hyni) and of" Dido / 

Ei I go farther and or I haue adoo / 

So longe he Bailid in the salt see / 

Till at libie Tunetfi ariviUi he / 

Wi'tA Shippee viij" & vith no more nave / 

And glade wae he to lond forto hye / 

So was he wiiA tAmpest ai to shake / 

And when) thai he the hanyn) had I-take / 

He had a . kynght (sic) that was Calliil Aichates 

And hym) of t^ his f elishipe he chees 

To goo wit% hym) & ikiB lami forto a«pie / 

He toke wM hym) no more Company / 

But forth they gone & leten) the shippes nde / 

Hia fere and he witA-ontyn) eny gyde / 

So long he walky^ yn the wildemeese / 

That at the last tkej mete an) huntereese / 

A . Bow in han4 & arowes had she / iwm] 

Her Clothes Com) to hii^ kney / 

But she was yet the fayiest creature / 

That euer was maide by nature / 

Eneas and achates she grett 

And thns to them) spake as she ^Aem) mete / 

Sawe ye as ye walkyd wyde 

Any of my eistres waltyng you by-side / 

RiMh. 0. SB 
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162 LDOBND or CM)OD WOUXN. ADBIT, MS. SS,6 

With eny wylde Boor or other Beeete [laJM 

That they haae hunted in the Foieate 

I-tnkke<} vpe witK Arwea in theyi' Caas 

Nay sothely lady qnod this Eneas 

3nt he thy beauto aa thenkyth me 

Thov myhteet neuere erthely 'womiiian be 

Ent FfaeboB BnsteT artoT as I gesse 

And yiff so he thow be a goddesae 

Hane mercy on oore labour and on ours woo 

I nam no goddease aothely qaod she thoo 

For maydeus walken in this Cuntre heere 

"WitB Arwea and with Bows in this manere 

This ys the B^ue o£F Lybye thers yee bens 

Off which ys Dydo lady and queae 

And shortly tolde hym aUe thoccaciotin 

why Dydo kome in to that B«gioti» 

Off whidl as now me lyst nat to Byme 

Hyt nedytfe nat yt nere bat losse off tyme 

For this ys alls and aomme yt was Venus 

Hys owne Moder that spak witB hym thus 

And to Cartage she badde he ahulde hym dyfit 

And Tonysshed anood onte off his syllt 

I konthe Folwe worde For worde virgil 

But yt shnlde lasten al to longe whil 

This noble qnene that cleped was Dydo 

That whilom was the wyff off Scytheo 

That Fayier was thanne the briht sonne 

This noble tovni) off Cartage hatK begonne 

In which she E^netK in so grete honour 

That she was holde off alle qnenes the Floor 

Of gentylleese of Ftedam of beante 

That w^ was hym that myKt hire onys se 

Off kyi^es and off lordes so deairet? 

That alle the worlde hire beaute hath yffyiecl 

She atode ao w^ in enery wylltes grace 

Wharene Eneas was komen to that place 

ADDIT. 38,617 
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Whit any wiliJ Bore ar any -wyld beat / 
That tliey hane huntyd in this forest / 
I-tuctytJ Tp with arowB in a case 
Nay aothely lady quod Eneaa / 
But by thy beaute as thynlcytB me / 
Thou Mi^eat neuer erly vroman) be / 
But phebuB sustre <Aow art I gesse / 
Or ellys I tiowe thovr art a goddesae / 
Eaue nifrcy on) onre labouie & woo / 
I am) no goddease sothely quod ahe thoo / 
For Maydeyna walkyn) in this Contrey here / 
yfith aioweya and with Bowea lu thia maneie / 
Thia ya the Begiou) of libie / tTter ye bene / 
Of Dido ya a lady and a quene 
And ahortdy she told tkord) the occasioiO 
Why Dydo com) yn-to that Begion) / 
Of vhiche aa now me list not reyne / 
For truly it were but losse of tyme / 
For this is tti and sonne it is Venus 
His owyii) moder that apake to hym) ttios / 
And to Cartage she bade he ahul<l hym) di^t / 
And than) vanyc^yd anon) oute of hys sigBt / 
I ooude folow woide for worde Tirgile / 
But it shulil last aH to longe a whyle / 
^is noble queue that clepi<il was didg 
That wiff was whilom) of Citheo / 
That sura waa fAan) the Bri^t sonne / Di 

Tbia noble Towiie of Cartage hath b^-gonne 
In whiche she Beigned yn giette bonoure / 
And ahe was bolden) of afi quens flower 
Of gentilneaae / fredom) & of Beoate {sic) 
Yet wdl was hym) tfuit hii' myg&t ones see / 
Of kyuge« and of lordes ahe was desyred! / 
80 that t^ the world hir beuaute had fired / 
She atode so weB / yn eueiy wbyg&tes grace / 
And whan) that eneaa was Comen) to the place / 
BAWL. o. ee 
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Vnto the maystre Temple ctff the toTiit 101(1 

Thei Dydo was in hire deTocwo 

Futt piyrely his way thanue hatjl he nome 

Whanae he uras in the lai^e Temple kome 

I kan uat say yiff hit be poasyhle 1020 

Bat Yenns hadde made hym Invyaible 

Thus seyt£ the book wit& oate eay lea 

AjiA whanne thia Eneaa and Acchatea 

Hadden in this Temple ben ooere alle 1024 

Thwine Fonden they depeynted on a walle 

How Troye and alle the londe destroyed waa 

Alias that I was bom <jackt Eneas 

Tbm'h onte the vDilde core shame ys ky<I so vyde 1028 

Now yt ys peynte<J on eueiy syde 

How we that whilom weill in prospeiyte 

Ben now dysclandied and in soche degie ottn.tttki 

Noo lei^er Forto lyre I ne kepe 1033 

And witb ^t woide he hraat out to wepe 

So tendirly that Bouthe yt was to aeene 

This Fresshe lady off the Citee quene 

6tode in the Temple in hiie estate Bealle 1036 

So Bichely and eke so Fayie wit& alle 

Bo yonge so lusty wit£ hire eyen glade 

That yiff that god that herene and erthe made 

Wolde hane a love Foi beaute and goodneese 1040 

And womanbede and ttouthe and Bemelyneass 

Whome shnlde he loven hat that Udy swete 

Thei nys no womman to hym halff so mete 

Fortune that hath the woilde in govemaunce 1044 

Hath Bodeynly broQ&t Inne so newe a chaunce 

That neuera was thei so Ftemde a caas 

For alle the company off Fneas 

Which that he wende haue lome in the See. 1048 

ArryTOiI ys nat Ferr From that Cites 

For which the gtettest off his lordes soffie 

By aventure ben to the eitee kome 

ADUIT. 3B,017 
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Vnto the Maiater temple of' the toune 1016 

There Dido was in hif deuocioii) / 

FuH preuely his wey (Aau) liat£ he nom) / 

When) he was In ^ Temple I-cotti) / 

I aaH not sey yfi it wete possible / 1020 

Bnt that Yenus had made hynd Tisible / 

Thna saitK thsa boke / witA-oute any lea / 

And when) thise Eneas and achates / 

Had ben) in the Temple onei a& / 1024 

Then) founde the; depeyntici on) a wtdl 

How Troy and aBi the land diatroyd wu 

Alas that he was fioin) saiiJ Eneas / 

Thtow oute the worU oqi* ahame is knowyit) so wyde / 

Now is it here peyntyd Tpotd euery syde / 1029 

We that wereyn) in most prosperite 

Be now disc[Zau]ndre() & in audie degie [MB. dieeu'died] 

No lenger ioi to leuyu) I ne kepe / 1033 

And whit that weide anon) he gan) to wepe / 

So tenderly that it was lonthe to see / 

This lady Freshe & of* the Cetie qnene / 

8fa>de yn the Temple / in hii' estate tia& / 1036 

So rlohely & eke so fare witA-^ / 

So yonge so lusty witft hii' eijen) glade / 

That yff< goode that heuyid made / 

Wolde bane a loue for Beaute and goodnesse / dmtiu] 1040 

And womanhede tnmtli & aembines / 

There ys no woman) to hym) half so met« / 

Whom) shuld he bane but this lady awete / 

fortune (Aat hatfi worlde in gouemaimoe / 1044 

hath Bondely wrou^ bo new a chaunce / 

That neu^ was then a more stiaungg Caae / 

For aS. the Company of Eneas / 

Whiche he had went to haue loni) yn the sea / 1048 

Arriuyd ben) not fen' from) t/iat Citie / 

Of whiche the grotest of< his lorded sun) 

By auenture / to the sam) Cite ben) Com) 

BAWIi. C. 8S 
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166 LBGBND or OOOD WOKHN. ADDll. MS. 88,917. 

Ynto the game Temple Forto neke 1052 

The qnene and off hiie Bokooc to beseke 
Swytfi Benoun vas ther eptongen off hire goodneam 
And whanne they hadden tolde alle theyie deetresae 
And alle theyre Tempest and theyi« harde caas 1066 

Ynto the quene thanne appered this Eneas i>trs] 

And openly bykneve that yt was he 
Who hadde loye thanne but hia meyne 
That hadde Fomide theyt* lorde and govemour 1060 

The qnene sauH they dydde hym snche honour 
And hadde herde affter off Eneae or tho 
And in hiie herte hadde Eonthe and woo 
That enere swicS a noble man as he 1064 

Shnlde bea dysheiiteil and in suohe degre 
And sanB the man that he was lyte a knyKt 
^d snfBceannt off persons and off my&t 
And lyke to ben a verrey gentyl muTt 1068 

And weB his wordes he be-sette kan 
And hadde a noble vysage For tlie noones 
And Fonaeil weU off Brawnes and boonea 
And aSter Yenos hadde he anche Payreneaae 1073 

That no man m^t be halff so Fayre I gesse 
And weJi a lorde he Bemy<i Forto be 
And For be was a strannger sof&what she 
lykeJ hym the bette as god do boote 1076 

To somme Folke off newe thing ys swoote 
Anoo& hire herte hatll pyte off his woo 
And witA that pjrte love kamme Inne ako 
And thus Foi pytee and For gentyllesae 1080 

He moate be Re^eBshed off bys dystresso Oafs, buk] 

She aayde ceitya that she sory was 
That he hatK hadde suche pwyUe and aucK caas 
And in hire Frendely apecfae in this manere 1084 

She to hym spsk and seyde as ye may here 
Be nat ye Yenns sonne and Anchiaes 
In goode Feytfi alle the worahipe and encres 
ADDIT. ss.eiT 
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And vnto the same Temple foT to eeclie / 

The said quelle ajid hii' socotu' to seche / 

Suche renowyn) was spoke of Mr' goodenesae / 

And they had tolde aB thlr' diBtiessee / 

And a^ Tempest & thif hatde Caa / 

Yato the queue apperiil Eneas / 

And openly they knew it was he / 

Who had ioie But aft his meyne / 

That thei had founde thii' lorde & gouemoui* 

The quen) Saw how they did hym) anche honour* 

And had hcKf of' Eneae more tkaxi mow 

And yn hii* herte she had than) rongBt & woo / 

That euer any Buche a nohiii man) as he / 

Shnlde be deserite & be in Buche degree / 

And Saw the man) was like a kyngBt (*ie) / 

[No gap in the MS.] 
And like to be a rety gentilman) / 
And weH hys worde he b&«ett Can) / 
And had a nobile visage for the nones / 
And fourmyd weH of* Fleahe & bones / 
And aftet Yenus he had auche faienesse / 
That no mad mygEt be so fare I gesse / 
And wele a lorde he semyd for to be / [Jc 

And for he was etrauug sun] what she / 
lykyft hyml the bettei' aa god doit£ bote / 
For to serue folke / new aquytaunce is ewota 
A none here herte had a pece of his woo / 
Whit that pyte / loue Caui) In also / 
And thus for pite and for genttilnesse / 
Befreshe she wold hyui of his distrease / 
She eaici Gertya that aoty ahe was / 
That he had sucbe per^ and Caa / 
And yn hii* frendely apeche in this mansr 
She to hytri) spake & ' said as ye may here / 
Be ye not Yenus sone and Anehisee / 
In good faith aB the worshipe & enores / 
RAWL. o. sa 
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That I may goodelf dooO yow ye ahaH haT6 1088 

Youre Bhippes and yonie meyne aha^ I save 

And many a geniiyl woide she epak hym to 

And komandet} hire If eBsageis Foito goo 

The same day 'witll onte Fayll« 1092 

Hya Bhippes Forto aeke and hem vitaylls 

Fufi many a beeete she to hie ahippes sent 

And wi4£ the vyn ganne hym |H«aent 

And to hire B«aUe paleys she hire apedde 1096 

And Eneas ol way vit& hire aha ledde 

What nedytK now the Feate to dyaoyve 

He neuere lietter at eee iras in his lyve 

FuUe was the Feste off deyntea and BicheBse 1100 

Of lustrumentw off aonge and off gladnesse 

And many an Ameroua lotiynge and devya 

This Eneas ys komeu into Faxad; s 

Onte off the swolow off helle and thus in loya 1101 

Bemembrith hym off his estate In Troye 

To datmsyng* chatanbrea [cateAteorda at fooi] 

[a le(tf{Gi) gtmehere; ttextleqf(9, Gu)iaorili/ gone.] 
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That I ra&j do ye aha& haae / 
Youte shippes & your meyu) I sht^ eaae / 
And Many a gentill worde she spake hynil to / 
And Commandid hen Mesaeogrea anoo) to goo / 
That sam) Day wt'tAouten) faylo / 
His shippes to secbe to stoffe & to vitaylle / 
FuH Many a beet ahippes ahe rent 
And with the wyn) Can) hem) praaeut / 
And to hii' paleye she hu' spede / 
And Eneas allwey with hii* she lede / 
What neditft thea the fest to diacryre / , 
He neodr better at ease vas in his lyve 
Full was the fest of Deynte & of Eichesse / 
Of Inatrumente* soi^e* & gladnease / 
And Many an) amerons & deaise / 
And Eneas ia in Comyn) to parodise / 
Owte of the sorow of" helle to lioe (»ic) / 
ITe nmembTet& hyni) of his estate in troy 
To Daunaynge Chambies fnH of paramente* / 
Of riche Beddis & of pauemente* 
This eneaa is ledde after mete 
And witA the qnene vhaO he hade sete / 
And Spices partid & the wyii) a-gone / 
Into his Chamber he was lede anode 
To take his ease & for to take his teste / 
WttA aS bis folke to don) what hym) lest / 
There ne was a Coa[i]aoni' w^ biideH anone / 
ITe stede for the lustis wel to gone / 
Ne laige palfiey eey ibr the nones / 
Jfe IneH forto ffyH' of riche stones / pftii 

Ne nibie none that shyny1£ by nygKt 
Tfe Sackes foH of golc( of large wy^t / 
Ne lentyle haoke fiicon) ne berone / 
Ke hounde for berte or wilde dere / 
Ne Conpe of golde witfi- faire florins b^ 
That In the lande of libie mygfit be get / 
BAWL. O. 86 
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Off vhicK thei gan to breden eacbe 
That aely Dydo hatB now swioli d 
with Eneas hiie newe geeto to d 
That she haA loste hire hewe a 

ADDiT. ae,ei7 



dbv Google 



But that Dido liaA to eueas sent 
AH eke is paide that he liat£ spent / 
Thua gafe this honorable queue het gyfle* aA / 
As she that Can) in fredonO pasaen) ^ 
Eneas eke aotfiely Titflnjuten) leae / 
Hathe sent to his ship^ by achates / 
After his sonue & after Biche thingea / 
Bothe Sceptie clothes Broches & Bynges / 
Sum for to were & sume fot to present 
To her that all thiae nobiH thynge* sent / 
And bad his soae how i?iat he shuli) make / 
The pf^sentej & to the quen he it take / 
BepaireJ is this Achates agayrD 
And Eneas ia ffuB blitlie & fayne / 
forto se his yong eone askanius / 
But neuertheles om Auctor tellith va 
That Cupide that is goddes of loue / ontm, i 
At the prayer of hif fader abone 
Had the likenease of this chyld I-take / 
This nobile qnene enamonret} to make / 
On) Eneas but as of that scriptuie / 
Be as be may I take of< it no Care / 
But soth ia this the quene hatA eudl chere / 
Vnto the ChyhJ that wonder it was to here / 
And for the present that hia fader sent 
She thankytJ hym) oft in full entent / 
Thus the queue in plesannce & in ioye / 
With aH the newe Insty folte of Troye / 
And of the Dedys ha^ she no mote enquire V 
Of Eneaa as thus the story leuid 
Of Troy but aH the longe day thei* twey / 
Entendid to Speke eythii' to othii* & play 
Of whiche (Aer gan) bredyn) afyie / 
That aely Dido hat£ now suche a desyie / 
WiVt Eneas now her gest to dele / 
So that she hath lost her fresh hew & hele / 
RiWL. c. sa 
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And to the effects now & the frate o^ a& / 1160 

Why I haae tolde <Ais atory & tellitJl shaH 

Thus I be^gynne it feH vpou) a ny^t 

When) that tk& mone Tp-teiBid had hii ligbt 

Tbia nobiU quene onto hii* rest went / 1164 

She Bj^eJ sore & gaid hui* ael^ torment 

She waikith ahe walieth ahe makyt& many a aigha / 

Aa doim this louera aa I hane hard saiil / 

And at the last Tnto hii' suster Anne 1168 

She made her mone & Bi^t thus gan) ahe aay / 

Now dere suatir" myn) what may it be 

That me a gastet£ yn my dreme quod she 

This new Trogian) is ao in my thoughf 1172 

For ihAt me thinkiffi he ia ao wiH I-wiought 

And eke ao likely for to ben) a man) 

And ther wit&^ ao mekylt good he can) / cihtiit] 

That ^ my liff & lone is in hia onre / [< mb-mii jtm whit] 

Haue ye not herde hynii tell his aaentuie / 

Now Bertes anne / yf ye rede me / 

I woM fayiil to hynii I-wedid be / 

This is effecte what shuld I more sey 1180 

In hym) litB all to do me leve or dey / 

Hei suster Anne as ahe ^Aat Coude hii' good / 

Seid as ahe tougfi & what whit-stode / 

But herof< was betweii) hem) so loi^e a talkyng / 1181 

The whiche were to long to make of reherayng / 

But finally it may not be wit^tonde 

Louo weH I-loue for nothing wilt it wondo / 

The dawuyng vprist in the aee / 1188 

This Amorus quene diargeJ hei* meyne / 

The nettes dreese the Sperea brode & kene / 

Ou) huntyng wold ^is lusti Freshe quene / 

So prikyd her this new loly woo /. 1192 

To hora an ben) these lusty folkys goo / 

Vnto the Courte hondea ben) I-brought / 

And vpon) Couraers as Swyft as any //lought 
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Her yong kynghteg bouen aH a-boute / 1196 

And of hii' gen til women) eke an) huge ronte / 
And vpon) a thicke palfrey pap[er] wliite / 
With SadeH rede emlirauded vHA delite / 
And of" gold the Bares emboceif hie / 1200 

Sate Dido tdl in gold and in perrye 
And she as faiie aa is the BrigBt more / 
That helilfi folke aR fro nyghte« sorow / 
And on) a ■ Coursoui' aterklyng aa the fire / 1204 

A man) myght tume hym) vrith a litetl wyre / 
Ther Sat Eneas like phebns to deuiae / 
So waa he array-J freshly yn ihe new gyse / 
The fomy Bridett witA the bitte of gol* / 1208 

GonemilA his hoia aa hymy^fi wold / 
And fortJl this nobiH quene doit5 ride / [i«rtiT,iuek] 

To hunteri) witft this new Trogeh) by hi? syde / 
The herd of hertt«8 - is founden) a-none / 1213 

WttA hay go bett prite lette gone / 
Whethii* the lion) cam or the Bere / 
That I my^t ones mete hym) yttUi a spere 
Thia seyne thea yong kynghtes & vp they kylle 1216 

The wyld Beatee & haue hem) at thiif wiBe / 
AjnoDge B& thia to Bonmbelyn) can) f/te heayn) / 
The thonnder roretl with a gryply etevyn) / 
And doun) Cam) the layn) & tht ligbt so hat 1320 

WitA hedowae fire that sore ben) agast 
This nobiH queue & also hii' meyne / 
That icbe of them) was glade awey to flye 
And sotbely from) the tempest beni) to sane / 1224 

She flede her self Tnto a liteU Caue / 
And wt'tA her went tAia Eneas also / 
I note yf wttA tbem) went any moo / 
Myn) auctour Makyth of tbem) no menciou) 1226 

And bere be-gan] the first afieccion) / 
£e-twen) hem) ij this was on) the first Morowe / 
Of this gladnease & the gynnynge of bii* sorow / 
BAWL. 0. 88 
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Tor ther hatJ Eneaa hyin) keKd bo / 1333 

And tola hii' aH hia hert & woo / 
And aowreyn) ia to Juf fnH depe to be trwe / 
For ■wefi for woo & diannge her for no newe / 
And as a f&k loner bo weH catt) playii) / 1236 

That sely Dydo rewed on) his payii) 
And toke hTm) for hii' hoBbonde & becam) his wiff^ / 
For euer more whifi them) last lifP / 

And after this when) the tempest atynte / 1240 

WM Mirth as they eoni) home they went / 
The wyky<} fame vp-roae that anone 
How Eneas hath witA the queen) I-gone 
Vnto the Caue & demeden what hem) liat / 1241 

And when) the Xyng that larbast he it wist CMrna] 
As he ^^at euer lony4 her as his liffe / 
And wawiiJ • her to haue her to his wiff" / 
Suche sorow / he makith & snche chere / 1248 

It were grete routK & pite to here / 
But in loue aH day it happiffi so / 
That on) shaH lawS at anothii^ wo / 

Now hauhei^ (sic) Eneas yn his looy • 1252 

And hatJl more Eichease (Aan euer he had in troy / 
O sely women fuH of* Innocence / 
Full of pyte trooth & gode Conclence / 
What Maith you fake men to trusted so / 1258 

for to haue auche Eouth of" Ihei feinj3 woo / 
And haue ao many old samples hei' be-fonil / 
Se ye not bM how (Ael haue be for-aworyn) / 
Where se ye one be he ne hatB loat her liff / 1269 

Or beri) Tnkynde / or don) her sum myscheyP / 
Or pyled her or boated he of hea dedo / 
Te may as nvelle it dalyae as I may se / 
Take hede now of* thia worthy leutilman) 1264 

This Trogiari that her so welle plese cm) 
That fiyned ■ hym) so trwe & obesyng / 
So gentiB and ao prime yn hia doyng / 
BAWL. 0. ee 
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And Cui) So weH do his obsemannce / 1268 

To hei at feestf and at daunces / 

And wheii) she goit£ to the temple & ogayh) / 

And fasten) tyl haae Beyu) hia lad; / 

And beren) liers' denue for hii sake / iiautntttbjti 1273 

Woot ye not ' irliat & aongea wold he make / 

luBtyng and doyng of armes many thyngee / 

Send her letfres br[o]che8 and ryngea / 

Sov j heikeniffi how his lady he hatb aeraytl 1276 

There as he was like to haae ben) etetvyd / 'cirii^U] 

For hunger and for myBhyif" in the see / 

Desolate and flede from) hys owyn) contrey / 

And aH hya folke wt'tA tempest tA to drlTeii) / 1280 

She hath, hei Body & her Keame yeTyn) / 

In-to his hande« . ther as she myght haae ben) / 

Of* oUer lande then) of* Cartage a qnen) / 

And to haae lenyd In ioye wolle ye more / 1284 

This Eneas thai was so depe I-Bwore / 

la wery oP his Craft witA-in a throwe / 

The hote eruest is owet blowe / 

And pr«uely he doiHl his ebippia d^t 1288 

And ahapith bym) to atele awey by nyght 

This Dido haUt suspecion) of this 

And thoug&t weS it was amysse / 

For yn hye Bede he lietS aH nygBt & si^th 1292 

She askilK a-none what hynil mj^keth 

My dere herte whiche I loue xQoet / 

Certes i^ttod he tbia nyght my faden goat / 

hats ym my slepe me ao sore trument / 1296 

And eke mercurie / this mess^e hatfi present 

That nedya to the cmiqnest of Itayti / 

My Desteny ye sone forto aayll 

For whiche me tbinkytli bresteri) myri herte / 1300 

There -wiih his false teiya oute thej aterte / 

And takytK hii* wit^-Iu his armes two / 

Is that yn emest quod she wiH ye goo / 

I(A.WL. G. 80 
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Ye wole uat Fro yoiiie wyff thus Foiile rieena [i»rnj 

I am a gentyl iroman and eke a quene 

That I was bort AUm what ahaS I do 1 308 

To telle in shorte thia noble qiiene Dydo 

She seke^ halowea and dot& Bacrefyce 

She knelitJl crieth that lonthe ya to devjae 

ConjniotJl hym and profietH Forto be 1312 

Hys thralle his Beruauat in the leate degree 

She Fallitfi hym to Foot and swowneth there 

Dyeshenel widi hire hribt heera 

And seyth haue mercy late me vitB yow ryda 1316 

Thes loidea which that wonen me bysyde 

"Wolen me dystroye only For youre sake 

And ye wole me now to wyff take 

Ab ye hane swome thanne wole I yeve yow leve 1320 

To elene me witB your awerde now sone at eve 

For thanne yitt shatt I deyen as yoare wyiF 

I am with childe and gyff my childe hia lyff 

Mercy lorde hane p3rte in youre thoufit 1324 

But alio thia avayllith hire riSt nouKt 

For on a nyJit slepynge he lete hire lye 

And stale a way vnto his companye 

And aa a Traytoor Fortli he ganne to saylle 1328 

Towaide the large cnntre off ytaylle 

And thus hatb lefTte Dydo in woo and pyne 

And weddeit there a lady that hUlt Lauyne 0«f ti, lodi] 

A Clothe he le&te and eke hia aweide atandyng 1332 

"VVhanne he Fro Dydo atale in hire slepyng 

Ei&t at hire beddys heede so gartne he bye 

Whanne that he stale a way to his navye 

Which Clothe whanne sely Dydo ganne awake 1336 

She hadl yt kyat IvA offte Fot hia aake 

And aeyde swete cloth whil Tnbitor yt lest 

Take my aoule vnhynde me off thia ynrest 

AUDIT. 88,317 
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bauo ye not Sworn) to wiff me to take / 1301 

A-lflB what woman) of me wifl you make / 
I am) a gentilwomEUi) aad a queue / 
Ya wiH not from) thas fowle fleyn) / 

That I was Imtu) Alas wliat shaH I Too / 1308 

To tell yn shorte this nobiH quene dido 
She setytJi halowes she doitfi sacrifico / (i««f »•] 

She koelitjl Crietb thaX routh is to devise / 
ConiuietJS hyxo) & profeiyffi hyni) to be 1312 

Hie tharle his semauiit in (Ae lowest degree 
She Mlyth doune to hjs fote & SwunoietJi then j 
AH vnatireiJ witA her Brigbt here / 

And saiiJ hane mercy & lete me wit/t you yde / 1316 

Che lordes that dwellyii here hy side / 
Willen) me diattoy only for your sake / 
And ye will me for youi* wiff take 
Ab ye haue sworn) ttan) I gyve you leue / 1 320 

for to sloe me witA yowr ewerde sone at eve / 
for Wan) wTmH I die aa yowr owyn) wiff 
■ I MrD wttA chylde & gyve my chyld hys lyfP / 
Mercy lorde & haue yn yotw thoug&t 1324 

Butt aS thise petius complaynt«0 avayletll uoi^Kt 
for yn a nygfit sore slepyng he lete her lye / 
And from her falaly stole to his Company 
And as a falsa traytour' foorth he can) siule / 1328 

Towaide the lai^e Oontray of ItaiH 
And thus he left Dido in sorow & in payn) 
And wedded thtt a lady Callyd lavyn) / 1331 

A clojie he left be-hyude hjm) & his sworde standing! 
When) he from) Dido stale awey in her slepyng" 
Kight at his beddys hede so can) he hye / 
Whan) he stale awey to his Nauye / 
Whiche cloJie when) sely dido dide awake / 1336 

She dide it kysse full oft for his sake / 
And saicl o swete clofe / whidl lubyter it lest / 
Take my Sowle & vnbynd me of this vnrest 

RAWL. O. Sa 
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I have fulfjUet} off Foitune alle the Course 

And thus Alias witb-oatea his socourse 

Twenty tytaa y-awowneJ hath she thanoe 

And whanne that she vnto hire sustra Anne 

Gompleynecl hadde off whlcB I may nat write 

So grete Bouthe I have / yt Forto endyte 

And badde hire nonce and hire sustre goone 

To Fecchen Fyre and other thyng anoone 

And seyde that she wolde sacrefyca 

And whanne she myht hire tyme well eapye 

Vpofl the f^re off sacrefice she steite 

And with his swerde she loffe hire to the herte 

But as myn Auctour seytfi yitt thus she seyde 

Or she was hnrte byfoifi or she deyeJ 

She wrote a lettte anoon that thus beganne 

£iht so quoi she as the white swanne 

Ageyns his deetti begynnetb Forto synge Ci»' »] 

EiBt so to yow I make my Compleynynge 

Nat that I trowe to getyn yow ^qme 

For w^ I wote that yt ys alls in veyne 

Syn that the goddea ben contrarye vnto nie 

But syn my name ys lost thnrh yow quoi she 

I may well lese a worde on yow or a lettie 

Al be hit I sh^ be neuere the bettie 

For thilke wynde that blewe your shippe away 

The same wynde haffi blowe away yonre Fay 

But who so wole alle this lettre haue in mynde 

Rede Ovyde and in hym ye shull yt Fynde 
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I haue f iilfil<) of* fortune e^ the cotufl / 

And thna alas witA-oiit« hys Soconis / 

xx" tymeB Sowuned hal£ she thtxit V^i 

And when) that she vnto hii* suster Anne / 

Complajnned ■ had of whiche 1 may not write / 

So gret rout& I htiae for to endite 

And bad her now rise & to her suster goi^ / 

To feche fire and othit* thing anone / 

And said that she wold sscryhe / 

And when) hir' tyme she my^t wele aspie 

Ypon) the fire of" sacrifice shestert / 

And witA hys SwenI smote her self> to the hert / 

And as myi) anctoni' / seiA thus she saici / 

Er she was hurt be-fore & or she deide / 

She wrote a lettn a uon) & thus it b^an) / 

Right soo quod she aa the whit Sawaid (ate) 

A-yenst het dedl beginnetll for to ^ng / 

Bight So to you I make my complanyi^ / 

Kot fur that I know to gelyn) yon agan) 

For welt I woot that it were yn veyn) 

Sitlle that the goddea ben) contrary to nio 

But aith my name ya lost / Throw oute quod she / 

I may leae on) you a woide oi a letter / 

dl be it I shaU be neuer the better 

For f%ilke wynde that Blew yo«r ahipe awey 

That eaai wynde hatB brought your foitE awey / 

But who win hane alt tliia letter yn myude / 

Kede ovide & In hym) ye atieS it fynde / 

Explicit fAe complaut of* Dido / 
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[IV.] 

Itncijift Ugcntra , gsepljile & . iSLfbtt . iMarter' : 

THoT Eote off Fals lovers Duke laaou) ^X^ iHT^i 
Thow Blyh devourer and confuMon) ^Vii^)'"^ 
Off lentyS wymTfUHi gentyU Creatuies 
Thow madeat thy Reolaymynge and thy kures 
To ladyes off thy stately Apparaurece 1372 

And off thy wordes yffi)rse<J with plesaureco 
And off thy Feyned trouthe and thy manere o«rii,Uiik] 
Witfi thyn obeyssanRce and hunihle Chere 
And with thy Countrefete<) peyne and woo. 1376 

Thei* other Falseden oon thow Falsodoat twoo 
And ofte swore thow that thow woldeat deys 
For love wha»ne thow ne Feltest maladye 
Save Fonle delyce whi(£ at thow callest love 1380 

Yiff that I lyve thy name shaH be shove 
In Englyeetl that thy eeeyte ehaH be knowe 
Have at the loson) now thyn horn) ys blowe 
But certes yt ya bothe Eouthe and woo 1 384 

That love witJl Jala lovers werkitK so 
For they shall bane weH bettre chere 
Thanne he that hatii boulit his love FuU dere 
Or hadde in Armes many a blody Boxe 1388 

FoT euere as tendre a Capon etyUl the Foxe 
Thouli he be Fals and the Foole betrayetl 
Ab sh^ the goode man that therEore payed 
Alle have he to the capoun skylle and riht 1392 

The Fals Fox wole haue his parte at nyht 
Ou lasoh) this ensample ys well jseene 
By ysyphyle and Medea the quene 

In Tesealye and Gnydo tellytll thus 1396 

There was a kyng that hillt Felleus 
That hadde a brother which that hmt Eaona 
And whanne For age he myht vnnethe goons 

ADDIT. 28,617 



dbv Google 



PAR.-TEXT 330-331 

LBOKND OF OOOD WOHBK. ADDIT. US. SB,S17. 176 

Ho gaff vnto Felleos the governyng 0«f uc 1400 

Off alle hie Begne and made hym. lorde and kyng 
Off which Ebods this Iasoii« getyn vtus 
That in his tyme in alle that londe there naa 
Nat swidi a Famoufl knyfit off gentylleMB 1404 

Off Fredam off Btrenth and off luetynesse 
Affter his Fadris deeth he bare hym so 
That there nas noon) that lyst to ben his Foo 
But dydde hym alle honour and companye 1408 

Off which this Pellens haffi grete envye 
Ymagynynge that lasone myfit he 
Enhaunsed so and putte in suche degree 
Witb lore off lordea off his Kegioun 1412 

"That From his !Regne be may be putte adovh) 
And in his wytte a nyfit compassed he 
how lasone myht best destroyed be 

wit£ onte sklaondie off his compassemeiit 1416 

And at the laste he toke avysament 
That to Bcndea bym into somme Ferr cuutie 
There as this lasone may destroyed be 
TbiB was his wytte al made he to lasone 1420 

Gret« cheie off lore and off affecctoun 
For drede lest his lordes hit espyed 
So ffel yt BO that as Fame lenneth wyde 
Ther was such tydyngee ouere aH and such looa 1424 

That in an yle that called was Calcos [iH(ii,iiKk] 

By yonde Troye Estwaide in the see 
That ther Inne was a Bam that men may ee 
That hatfi a Flees off golde that shone bo briht 1428 

That nowhere was thera sucB a nother sifit 
But yt was kepte al way witll a dragoun 
And meny other merveyllea vpe and doun 
And Willi two Boolea maked alle off Bras 1432 

That spytten Fyre and my(£ thyng there was 
But this was eke the tale natheles 
That who so wolde wynnen thilke Flees 
ADDiT. a8,ai7 
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He moate l>ot£ or he yt wynne mybt 140S 

WiUi the Booles and wiUl the Dragoon FjEt 
And kyng Otes lorde was off that yle 
This PelleUB bethouht vpon this wyle 
That he his Nerew laaone wolde enhorte 1140 

To sayllen to that laude hym to dysporte 
And seyde Nevew yiff yt mytlt he 
That BwicE worships mySt Fallen the 
That thow this Famoos Tresor niyfitest wynae 1444 

And biynge hit mj Begioun witil Inne 
Hyt were to me grete plesaunce and honour 
Thaimo were I holden to quyto thy kbout 
And alle the coate I wole my syiff make 1448 

And cheae what Falke thow wylt with the take 
Latte se now darstow take this vyage 
lasone was yonge and Inety off Coiage 
And Tndertoke to done this yike empiyae [hif it] 1452 
Anoon Argus his shippes kan devyse 
witll laaone went the atronge Hercules 
And many a nother that he with hym chees 
But who so asky1£ who ys wil£ hym goon 1456 

Latte hem goo lede Arganautikofi 
Foi he wole telle a tale longe ynoiA 
Philotetes anoon the saylle vpe droiA 
Whanne that the wynde was goode and gan hym hye 1 4G0 
Ont off hie Cuntre callyii Theasalye 
So longe he aayllyiS in the salte see 
Tyl in the yle off Leonon arryvetJ he 
Alle he this nat Reheraed off Guydo 14C4 

Yitt seyffi Ovyde in his Epistles so 
And in this yle lady waa and quena 
The Fayre yonge yaiphile the ahene 

That whilom Thoas douHter was the kyng H6S 

Ysiphile waa gooit in hire pleyng 
And romynge on the see clyvea by the see 
Vnder a Banke anoofi espyetf aha 
ADDir, ae,0l7 
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Whew lay the diippe that lasone gan anyre 1472 

And off hiie goodneese adome Bhe sent blyve 

To wetyn that yiff eny strannge wyBt 

With Tempeste thedyr were yblowe a nyBt 

To done hym sokom as waa hire Tsaunce P»t i*. tMkJ 1 476 

To Forthein euery wy&t and to do plesaiince 

Off verrey bounte and off Courtoysye 

Thia Measager adovne ganne hym hye 

And Fonde lasone and Hercules alao 1480 

That in a Cogge to londe were ygoo 

Hem to Eefresehen and to take the heyre 

The moiwenyng attempie was and Fayre 

And in his way this Messier hem mette 1484 

FuH konnyngly thea lordea tho he grette 

And dydde hia Uess^ askyng hem anoos 

Yiff they were broken or outt woo begoofl 

Or hadde nede off loodman oroffvytaylle 1488 

For off sokonr they ahulde no thyng Fay lie 

For yt was vtterly the qnenye wylle 

Iason« answerde mekely and stylle 

Hy lady quod he I thanke bertly 1 492 

Off hire goodenease va nedith trewly 

No thyng as now but that we wery be 

And komen Forto pleyen onto off the see 

Tyl that tho wynde be bettir in onre wey 1 406 

Thia lady romytb by tho clyffe to pley 

WitK hire meyne endelonge the stronde 

And Fyndet£ thia Iason« and this other stondo 

In spekyng off this thing as I yow tolde 1500 

This Hercules and this tasone gan beholde [i^ar i^j 

How that the queue yt waa and Fayre hire grette 

And anoon r^t aa they with thia lady mette 

She toke heede and knewe by here manere 1504 

By here Array by wordea and by chere 

That yt were gentyl men off grete degree 

And to the cast^ wit£ hire ledyt£ shce 
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Thes stiauuge Folke and dot& hem gtete honour 1606 

And ask;t£ thaym uff travaylle and off labour 

That thoy haue euffred in the salte see 

So that wiffi Inne a day twoo or three 

Bbe knewe be folke that in his shippes be 1512 

jTbat yt was lasone Fulle off Beaovme 

And hercules that badde the grete looa 

That BoiAten tbaventnrea off Calcos 151B 

{No gap in the MS.'\ 

For tbey ben worthy Folke witfe onto lees 1618 

And namely moate she epak ^ith hercules 

To hym hire herte bare that be sbulde be 1520 

Saddo vyse treve and off wordea avysee 

Wit^ onteu eny other Affecctoun 

Off love or other evyH ymagynactown 

This beicules hatB This laaone preysei 1524 

That to tbe aonme he Iiatfi vp Beyaed 

That balff so trewe a man ther nas off love 

"Viider the the Cope of herene that ya above 

And he vae wyae hardy aecree and Eiche a»rit,bukj 1528 

And tbea three poyntes thei waa noon hym lyche 

Off Freedom passed he and luetyheede 

Alle thoo that lyven or be deede 

Th^Tto so grete a gentyl man was he 1632 

And off Thessaylle lykly kyng to be 

There nas no lak but that he was agaste 

To love and Foito apoke shamefaste 

hym badde lever hym aylff to mordte and dye 153G 

Thanne men abulde hym a lover Espye 

As wolde god I hadde y-yeve 

My bloode and Fles^ ao that I mybt leve 

Wit^ the noonea that be badde or where a wyff 1540 

For bia estate For sucbe a lusty lyff 

Leden she ehuldo with this lusty knybt 

And alle thia waa compaaseiJ on the nyfit 
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Betwixen lasone and this lieTctiles 1544 

Off thes twoo tliei woi a shrewei} leea 

To tome to hova vpone an Innocent 

Forto doote this qneue waa ihty^ entent 

And loBoae ja as koye as ys a Mayde 1548 

He lokyUl pytously but noulSt he sayde 

But Frendely thane he to hire counseyllers 

Yifftea grete he gaffe and to hire Officera 

And wolde god I leyser hadde and tyine 1552 

By processe alle theyie wowyng Forto Kyme Unt is] 

But in this hovs yiff eny Fala lover be 

Eiht 03 hym sylff now doth so dydde he 

WiUl Feynyng and witJl euery HotyH dede 1556 

Tee gete no more off me but ye wole Bede 

Thorygen^ that tellitJ! alle this caas 

The somnte ye thia that lasone veddyJ was 

Vnto this quene and toke off hire Bnbstaunee 1560 

Wliat so hym lyst vnto his purveaunce 

And vpon Lire bygatte children twoo 

And drouh vpe his sayle and aaoh hire nener mo 

A lettre sent she bym certeyne 1564 

whidl were to longe to wiiteu or to Feyne 

And hym. reprovit£ off his grete vntrouthe 

And prayet£ hym on hire to bane aomme routhe 

And on his childien twoo she seyde hym thys 1568 

That ben lyke off alle thynges yyys 

To lasone Banff they kouthe nat begyle 

And prayed god yt were longo whyle 

That she that hadde hire heite refn« hire Fro 1572 

Mnate Fynden hym vntoewe also 

And that she muste botB hire children spylle 

And alle thoo that su£«i} hym hane his wylle 

And trewe to lasone was she euere hire lyff 1576 

And euere kepte hire chaste as For bis wyff 

And neuera hadde she loye at hite horte [tMria, buk) 

But dyecl For hia love in peynes smerte 
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To Calcos komen ja thia Duke losone 1580 

That jB off love devoaier and Diagone 

Aa inateie appeiltll For me al way 

And From Foime to Forme yt passen may 

Or as a swolla that wen botmeles 1561 

Bibt so kan Fala laaone liaue no pees 

Forto desyren thniti his Appetyte 

To done vitR gentylt wymwien hia delyte 

Thia JB hifi loste and hie Felicyte 1588 

lasone ys Bomed Forthe in to Uie Gitee 

That whilom clepe<) was laconytoa 

That was the Maistie tovn) off alle Colcos 

And hath ytolde the cause off his komyng 1592 

Vnto Oetes off that Cuntre kyng 

Praynge hym that he moste done his assay 

To gete the Flees off golde yiff that he may 

Off which the kyng assentyt>b to his boone 1596 

And doth hym honour aa yt was to doone 

So Ferfoith that Ma doubter and his heyre 

Medea wMcfe that was ao wys and Feyre 

That Feyiei saoh there neuere man wit£ eye 1600 

He made hire to done with laaone companye 

Atto mete and aatte by hym in the halls 

N^ow was lasone a semly man wil£ alle 

And lyke a lordo and hadde a grete Benoun cia/iT] 160i 

And off hia looke as EyaH as a Lyoun 

And goodly off his apeche and Famylyer 

And konde off love alle the Crafflie plener 

WitJi onto booke witll enerycS obaervaunce 1608 

And aa Fortune hire auht a Foule meschaii»ce 

She wexe Enamoured vpon) thia Man 

lasone quoiS she For auht I se or kan 

As off this thyug the which ye ben ahoute I G 1 2 

ye and your sylff y putto in huge doute 

For who so wole this Aventure acheve 

he may nat well astcrtcn as I leva 
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WitE outen death but I hia helpe be 1616 

But natbelea yt ya my wylle nuoi ahe 

To ForthieD yow so that ye shdl nat dye 

But toume souude home to youre Tbeasalye 

My riht lady quo<) this lasone tboo 1620 

That je haue off my deeffi or off my woo 

Eny Tewude and doae me this honnour 

I woot« w^ that my my&t ne my labour 

May nat deserve yt in my lyffea day 1624 

God thanke yow thei* as I ne kan no may 

youie Man I am and lowli<£ yow beseche 

To be myn heipe witb onten more apeche 

Bnt cartes For my deetB sh^ I nat spare 1628 

Thoo gan this Medea to hym declare pm n.Uct) 

The pwylle off this caas From poyrtt to poynt 

And off his bataylle and what dysioynt 

He mote stonde off vlddti no Creature 1632 

Save only she ne myllt bis lyff assure 

And shortly to the poynt Forto goo 

They ben accordecJ FuH bytwix hem twoo 

That lasona sh^ hire wedde as trewe kuytit 1636 

And terme ysette to kome bods at ny&t 

Tnto hire Chambre and make there his othe 

Vppofi the goddes that he For leeff ne loths 

Ke sholde lure neu^re Falsen nyht ne day IGtO 

To ben hire housbonde while he lyve may 

And she that From his deetfi hym savyiJ here 

And here vpon at ny&t they mette yffere 

And doth his othe and goth wi^ hire to bedde 1644 

And on the morwe vpwar<J he hym apedde 

For she hatfi tanfit hym how he sh^ nat Fayle 

The Flees to wynne and Btynt his batayle 

And saved hym bis lyff and his honour 1648 

And gate hym a name as a Conqiierour 

And thurh the sleyht off hire enchauntement 

Kow hadi lasone the Flees and home ys went 
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wim Medea and Tresoarea Fufi greto woone 
But vnwyst off hire Fadire she ya goone 
That affterwan) hatJi bioullt hire to myscheff 
To Thessalye wit£ Duke lasone hire lieff 
For as a Traytour he ya From hire ygoo 
And Titfi hire.leffte yonge children twoo 
And Falsly hath he betrayed hire Alias 
As eiiere in love a Tbeeff a Traytour he was 
And weddetJ yitt the thridde wyff anooH 
That was the douhter off kyng CteoK 
This ys the made off love and gaerdofi 
That Medea resBoyve<{ off laaoa 
Kibt For hire trouthe and For hire kyndenease 
That love3 hym better thaane hire aylff y gease 
And laffte hire Fadire and hire heritage 
And off lasone this is the vasselage 
That in his dayes naa nenere nooli Founde 
So Fals a lover goyng on the grounde 
And therfore in hire lettre thus she seyde 
First whanne she off his Falsneese hym vpbreyde 
Why lyke<J me thy yelow heere to ae 
More thanne the boundes off myn honeate 
Why lykecJ me thy youthe and thy Feymesae 
And off thy tunge the Infynyte graciouenease 
haddeat thow in thy conqueat deede ybe 
Full mekyH vntrouth hadde therfl dyeJ witfi the 
Wrfi kan Ovyde hire lettre in vers endyte 
Whi(£ were ae now to lon^ For me to write. 
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{nciptt . l^egetOra . iAXttkit . Wiamt . jttarttris : 

NOt mote I seyn the Excellysg off Eyngea 1C80 

Off Borne For hire horryble dojmges 
Off the laste kyng callyil TorqtLenyvs 
Ab aeytft Guydo And Tytus Lynyua 

But For that cause telle I nat this storye I6S4 

But Forto preysen and drawe to memo rye 
The verrey wyff off the Terrey Luoresse 
That For hire wyfhode and hire atfidfaatneaae 
If at only that thee payena hire comende 1 668 

Bat he that depei} ye in oure legende 
The grete Aostyn hath grete comptiasiou) 
Off this Lucresse that staiffo off Home tovu) 
And in what wysa I wole but ahottly trote 1692 

And off this thing I tonche but the grete 
Whanne Aidea besegoJ was aboute 
With Romayns that steme were ami atonte 
FnH longe leyn In the see and lytyl wroufiten 1696 

So that they wem halff ydeH hem thouhten 
And in his pleye Torquenyue the yonge 
Gan Forto lape For he was liht off tonge 
And seyde hit was riht an ydefi lyff hmcisj 1700 

No man dydde more there thanne liis wyff 
And latte vb apeke off wyffea that ys heat 
Fieyse Boeiy man his owne as hym lest 
And witli oure speche latte rs ese oure herte 1704 

A knyfit that hifit kalatyn vpe sterte 
And seyde thus nay siie yt ys no nede 
To trowen rpon the worde but on the dede 
I have a wyff quod he that as I ttowe 1703 

Is holden goode off alle that enere hire knoiro 
Go we to nyht to Rome and we shuH se 
Torquenyus answerde that lykyth mo 
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To Bome be tliey komen and Fast hem di&t 1712 

To Calatyns hovB and dovii) they li&t 
Torquenjus and eke this Calatyne 
The housbande kuewe the Eaters w^ a Fyne 
And Fun pryvely to the hovs they goone 1716 

For pottei at the gate was there noone 
And at a chwtibre dore thay abydo 
This noble wyff eatte by hire beddys ayde 
Byschenele For off malice ahe ne thanbt 1720 

And Bofite woUe oure booke eeyth she wroidit 
To kepe hire From alouthe and ydelnessa 
And badde hire a«ruauatz done here beaynesse 
And askeA hem what tydyngea here yee 172i 

How seytft men oS the aoge how ahtdl y t be [Iht m, taskl 
God wolde the walles werfl Falls adovn) 
Myu houabonde ya to longe out off this tovn) 
For which the drede dotfi me ao amerte 1728 

That wit6 a awerde yt styntea to myn herle 
Whanne I thenke on that aege or off that place 
God Bare my aoole I piay hym For his grace 
And th^» ynUb aH fiiH tendirly she wepe 1732 

Off hire werke she toke no more kepe 
But mekely ahe lets hire eyen Falle 
And thilke semblaunt sat hire weU wiUl alio 
And eke hire teeres Fulla off honeste 1736 

Embeeeled hire wyffly chaatyte 
Hire contenaunce ya to hire herte dygne 
For they accorden botB in djde and aygae 
And viih that woide hire housbonde Colatyu 1740 

Er she was off hym wan kome stertyng Inne 
And Beyde diede the nat For I am here 
And ehe anoon vp roos wiUl blyafuH chars 
And kyaseJ hym as off wySes ys the woone 1741 

Torquenyua this proude kyngia sofle 
Conceyred hath hire beaate and hire chere 
Hire yelow heer hire woides and hire manere 
ADDiT. 9e,ei7 
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Hire liewe and how Bhe haUl compleyned 17^ 

And be no Craffite bire beante was nat FeynetS 

And kanllt to this kdy suche a d<»sire 

That in his herte he biente as eny Eyie OMfiq 

So woodly that hia wytte was aR Foi^tyn 1753 

For welt thonbt he she wolde nat begetyn 

And ay the more he was in deepeyre 

The more he coreytytll hire and thonfit hiie Feyre 

His blynda luste was alle his Coveytynge 17S6 

And moroed wbanne the biydde beganno to synge 

Vnto the S^ he komy& FuB pryrely 

And by hym aylff he walkyUi eobirly 

The ymage off hire al way recordyng news 1 760. 

Thns laye hire heer thus Freaeh was hire hewa 

Thus satt thus Bpak thns span this was hire cbero 

Thus Fayre she was and this was hire manere 

Alle this conceyte his heite ha^ now ytake 1761 

And as the see with Tempest al to^hake 

That afCtei whanne the storme ys e^ agoa 

Tutte wole the watira qnappe a day or twoo 

Eibt 80 thonb hire Fonrme were absent 1768 

The plesannce off hire Fourme was present 

But natheles nat plesaunce but delyte 

Or an vnrihtfaQ talent with dyapyte 

For maugre hire she ahedl my lemman be 1772 

Happe helpitb hardy man al way quod ha 

What ende that I make hit shaH he so 

And girte hym with his swerde and gan to goo 

And Foth he Byte tyl he to Bome ys kome Otvt, u] 1776 

And aH allone his way he hatJi ynome 

Tnto the hovs off Colatyn FuH Riht 

Dovne Yn& the sonne and day batfi lost hire l&t 

And Inne he kome Tnto a pryre halke 1780 

And in the nyht Fnl theefBy gan he stalke 

For euery wffit was to his Beste broubt 

Xe no wiht hadde off Tiesone sncfi a thouht 
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Were yt be wyndow or be other gynne 
With swerda ydrawe ahortly he koine Inne 
Ther as ahe lay thU nohle wyff Lucresse 
Aad 09 she wooke hire hedde ehe Felte picsso 
What beeste ys that quod she that weytb thus 
I am the kyngb soune Torquenyns 
Quod he / but and thow crye or noyse make 
Or yiff there eny creature a-wake 
Be that god that FourmeiJ man on lyre 
This swerde Uiurfi thyn herte ehaft I Byye 
And there with al into hire throte he sterte 
And sette the poynt al eharpe vpofi hire herte 
No worde she spak she hatt no myBt therto 
What shaH she aeyn hire wytte is al ^oo 
Bffit as a woIff that FyndetS a lambe alloue 
To whome shidl she compleyne and make mono 
What sh^ she FyBt with an hardy knybt 
Well wote men that a woman hath no my&t 

[A Uaf, D iii, gota Aere.] 
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Be aa be may quod she off Forgevynge ^«dtn 
I wole oat haae Forgjrffte For no thjmg 
But prevely she kauHt Fortfi a knyff 
And ther with aH she leffte hiie solff hire lyfT 
ADUrr. S8,fliT 
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And as she Felle adoTn) she caBte hue looke 1856 

And off hiie clothea yitt she heede tooke 

For in hire Fallyng yitte ehe hadde kare 

lest that hire Feet or swidl thyng lay bate 

So weH she loved clennesae and eke trouthc 1860 

Off hire hadde alle the tovne off Rome Boutbe 

And Bmtes by hire chaste bloode hatfi swore 

That Torqnyn sholde ybanysahed be therfora 

And alle his kynne and lete the puple calle 1S64 

And openly the Tale ha tolde hem elle 

And openly lete caiye hire on a Beere 

ThurB alle the toTn) that men may se and here 

The hoiryble dede and hire Oppresaioun 1868 

Ife neuere was ther kyng in Borne toni) 

Syn thUke day And she was holden there 

A seynt and euere hire day ys halweti deta 

As in theyre lawe And thiu eadith Lncresse 1S72 

The noble wyfT as Titos beiith wytnesse 

I telle yt Pot she was off loye so tteve 

For in hire wylle she chaungeiJ For no newe 

And in hire stable herte sadde and kynde 1876 

That in thes vymmen men may al day Fynde omth. bmii] 

Ther as they caste hire herte there it duellitK 

For well I wote that Crist hym sylff tellitli 

That in Isra^ as wynde ae ya the londe 1880 

That so grete Feyt£ in alle that he ne Fonda 

As in a womman And this ys no lye 

And as off men looke ye what Tytauntrye 

They done al way assay hem who so leste 18&4 

The trewest ye FuH broteB Forto treste 
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[VI.] 

: SntvpiX . icgoilia . aOirianc . fftartim . 

Igae ^ Infernal Minaa off Crete Kyng p (faj 

Now komytb thy boot now komystow on the Eynge 
Kat For thy sake wryte I only this atorye 1888 

Bat only Forto clepe ayeyn vnto Memorye 
Off TheeenB the grete vntrouthe in love 
For irhidi the goddea off the hevene above 
Ben wTOtK and wieche haue taken For thy eynoe 1892 
Be reede For shame now I thy lyff begynne 
Minoa that was the myhty kyng off Crete 
That hadde an hondred Citees stroi^e and grete 
To Bcole hath sent his sonne AndrogeiLS [iMru] 1896 
To Athanes off whii^ yt bappecl thtiB 
He was alayne lemynge Phylosophye 
EitB in the Citee nat but For Enyye 

The grete Minos off the which I speke 1900 

hys aonnya deetfi ys komyn Forto wreke 
Alcytote he bya^tB harde and longe 
Bust ° natheles the Wallea ben so stronge C< «"} 

And NyauB that was kyng off that citee 1904 

So ohiualrons that lytyl dredith he 
Off Minos noF off his Cost toke no core 
Tyl on a day by-Felle an Aventure 

That Nysus donfiter stoode vpofl the wallo 1908 

And off the siege sauS the maner alle 
So happeil yt that at a scarmysshyng 
She caste hire herte on Minos the kyng 
For his beante and For his chiualrye 1913 

So aore that she wende Forto dye 
And shortly off this processe Forto pace 
She made Minos wynnen thilke place 
So that the citee was oUe at his wylle 1916 

To BflTe whoffl hyfi lyst or ellys spylle 
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But wykkedly lie quytte hire kyndenessa 

And lete hire drenche in sorwe and dyBtresae 

Koi that the goddes hadde off Iiiie pytee 1920 

Eut that tale veie to louge as now For me [karu, luok] 

Athanea vanne this kyng Miaos also 

And Alcytote and other tovnes moo 

And this thefFecte that Minos hatB so diyven 1924 

Thaym ofEAthanes that they mote hym yeven 

Fro jere to yere theyra owne children dere 

Forto be alayne riht as ye shidl here 

This Minos hath a monstre a wykkecl beeBto 1928 

That was bo cm^ that with oute Keste 

Whanne that a man was hroit&t in his presence 

He wolde hym ete there helpith no dyfCence 

And eu«ry thridde yere witii oute dovte 1932 

They oasten loot as jrt kam abovto 

On ryche on pote he moste his sonne takn 

And off his chUde he moste present make 

To Minos / to save hym or to spylle 1936 

Or latte hia beeate devoure hym at Ms wylle 

And this hatfi Minos done ri&t in despyte 

To wreke his sonne was setto alle his delyte 

And maken off Athanes his Thrslle 1940 

Fro yere to yere while that he lyven shalle 

And hoome he saylles whanne the tovn) ya wonne 

The wykkeii custume ys so longe yronne 

Tyl that off Athenes the kyng Egeus 1941 

Mote senden his owne sonne Theseus 

To ben devoureii sytB giace ys ther nooD 

Sytii that the loote ys Failen hym vpon fwtin-} 

And Forth ys ladde this wofuH yonge knyfit 19^8 

Vnto the Court of kyng Minoa FuH Kifit 

And in a prisoun Fetieif caste ys he 

Tyl thilke tyme he shulde Freten be 

Wei maystow wepe wofuH Theseus 1962 

Thow art a kyngis sonne and dampned thus 
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Me thenkytB thia that thow were depe yholde 

To whoffl that sayoiJ the Troin cares colde 

And yiff now euy wontman lielpe the 1956 

Wt& ouhteatow hire servaunt Forto be 

And ben hire trewe lover yere by yere 

But now to touroe ageyn to my mateie 

The Tonre thete this TheseuB ya Inne throwe 1960 

Dovne in the Botme depe and wonder lowe 

was loynynge to the walle to a Foreyne 

Ab yt was longyng to the sustren tweyne 

Off Minoa that in theyre chambre grete 1964 

Dwelten above towarde the muyatre strete 

Off Athanes in loye and in Bolace 

Note I nat how yt happe<J per caaa 

As Theseus compleynecl hym by nyht 1968 

The kyr^is don&ter that Adryan hyht 

And eke hire sustra Fieda herdeu alle 

Hya compleynt as they stode on the walle 

And looked vpoft the brffit Moone [KriM,uct] 1973 

Hem lyat nat to goon to bedde so soone 

And off his woo they hadde compassionn 

A kyngis sonne to be in suche piiaoun 

And ben devontet) thoobt theym grete pytee 1976 

Thanne Adrian spak to hire snstre free 

And seyde Freda leve Hustre deere 

This wofuU lorde sonne may ye nat hera 

How pytonsly compieynyth he his kynne 19S0 

And eke this pore estate that he ys Inne 

And giltlee now certes this ys routhe 

And yiff ye wole assenten be my Tronthe 

He shall ben holpyn how so that we duo I9$l 

Freda answerde ywys me ys as woo 

For hym as euery I was For eny man 

Aad to his helpe the beste rede that I kan 

Is that we done the layler prevely 1 988 

To kome and speke with vs hastely 
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And doon) this wofuH man wit£ lijin to kome 

For yiff he may this monatre ouwkome 

Thonne were he quytte thfii nys noon) other boote 1D92 

lat YB wel taste hym at his hettiB Eoote 

That yiff so be that he a wepne have 

where that he dan hia lyff to kepe and Bare 

FyRten with this Feende and hym defends 1995 

For in prisoti) there he shall deacenda 

Ye wote well that the heeste ys in that place D«fM] 

That ys nat derke and there ye Borne and space 

To welde an axe & swerde a staffe or knyff 2000 

So that me thenkith he shnlde haue his lyff 

Yiff that he be a man he shalle do so 

And we shoH make hym bailee and eke aleo 

Off wex and Towe that whanne he gapith Faste 2004 

tnto the beestee throte he ehaH hem caete 

To slake his hnnget and encombre his teetB 

And riht anoon whanne Theeens Beeth 

The beeste aohoked he shaR on hym leepe 2008 

To sleen hym or they komen more to kepe 

This wopen sht^ the Oayller or that tyde 

FuH prevely with Inne the pnsorj) hyde 

And For the hovs ya ykrynkelyd to and Fro 2013 

And haUl so queynte wayee Forto goo 

For yt ya shapen aa the mase y-wrouBt 

Therto have I a Kemedye in my thouKt 

That bo a clawe off twyne ae he hatKgoori) 2016 

The same way he may retonme anoori) 

Folwyng al way the threde as he hatfi kome 

And whanne that he this beeste haUi ouerkome 

Tlianne may be Fleen away oute off this drede 2020 

And eke the Gayllere may he with hym lede 

And hym avannce at home in hie Cuntree 

Syn that so grete a lordys sonne ys ho 

This ya my rede yiff that he darr yt take [iurM.biK:b] 20514 

What shulde I lenger sermon off yt make 
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The Gayllet' komytS and vlffi him Theeens 
'Wliaiuie thes Maydens ben accorded thoa 
Dome hym sette Theseus on his kne 2023 

The riht lady off my lyfT quod he 
I soronfufi man y-dampneiJ to the doetS 
For yow whila that me laatyth lyff or breetli 
I wole nat twynne affter this arenture 2032 

But in youre service thus I wole endure 
That as a wrecohe vnknowe I wole yow servo 
For euere mo tyl that myn herte sterve 
Forsake I wole at home myn heritage 2036 

And as I seyde ben off youre contre a page 
Yiff that ye vouchcsaufE that in this place 
Yee graimte me to haue so grete a grace 
That I no have nat but my mete and drynke 2040 

And For my anstenaunce yitt wole I swynke 
Bi&t as yow lyet that Minos ne no wybt 
Syn that he aauK me neuere with eyen eiht 
Ko no man ellye eh^ me konne espya 2044 

So slely and so wett I sh^ mo guye 
And me so wdl dysfigure and so lowe 
That in this woilde thet sh^ me no man knowe 
To haue my lyff and to haue presence 204S 

Off yow that done to me this Excellence n«»ft6] 
And to my Fadir shali I eende here 
This worthy man that now ys youre gayllere 
And hym bo 'dwerdoD that hym shall well be [< iie] 2053 
One off the gretteste men off my Contre 
And yiff I dnrste yt seyn my lady briitt 
I am a kyngia sonne and eke a knylit 
Ab wolde god that yiff yt mybt be 2056 

Tee wera in my cuntre alle three 
And I witB yow to here yow eompanye 
Thanne shulde ye seen yiff that I theroff [l]ye 
And yiff I proire yow in lowe manere 2060 

To ben youre page and serven yow riBt here 
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But I yow serve as lowly in that place 

I pcay to Marce to yeve me euche grace 

That ehamya deet£ there mote on me Falle 

And deeA and poTerte vnto my Fiendee alle 

And that my spyiyt he njbt mote goo 

AfCter my deetji and walke to and Froo 

That I mote off Traytour haue a name 

For whicb my spyryt gotfi to do me shame 

And yiff I euere clayme other degree 

But ye woncheeauff to g;£F yt me 

As I have eeyde a shamya deetb mote I dye 

And mercy lady I kan nat ellya aeye 

A aemly knyfit was Theseus to ee P«rM 

And yonge but oEf twenty yere and three 

But who BO hadde yseyn his contenaunco 

He wollde haue wepte For EoutH off his penaufice 

For which this Adiyan in this mancT-e 

Answerde hym to Ms profte and his chete 

A k;!^ Sonne and eke a kny&t quo(¥ ehe 

To been my seruaunt in so lowe d^re 

God shelde yt For the shame off wymmen alio 

And leene me neuere suche a caas be-Falle 

But sende yow grace and sleyBt off herte also 

Yow to defende and kuyfitly sleen yoare Foo 

And leene here affter I may yow Fynde 

To me and to my snstre heere so kynde 

That I repent nat to yeve yow lyff 

Titt were yt bettre that I were yowr wyff 

Syn that ye been as geutyl borne as I 

And haue a Bearme heeie Fast by 

Thanne that I suffred yow gUtles to sterve : 

Or thanne I lete yow as a page to serve 

Hit ys no piofte as vnto youre kynrede 

But what is that at man wole nat do For drede 

And to my sustre syn that yt ya so 1 

That she mote go widi me yiff that I goo 
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Or ellis BO&e deetS as weH aa I 

That ye Tnto youre aonne as trewly 

Done hira be waddyd at your borne komyi^ Dhih] 2100 

'I'tiis yB the FynaH ends off aJle this thisge 

ye aweie yt here on alle that may be ewome 

yee lady mya quocl be or ellys to-toms 

And havidl heere off myii bette bloode to borwe 2104 

And that I be witil tbe Minatour to-morwo 

yiff that ye ifole yiff I hadde knyff or epere 

I wolde yt laten oute and therofl swere 

For thenue at etat I wote ye wole me leve 2108 

Be Mais that ys the cbieff off my beleva 

So that I myht levyn and nouht Faylle 

To morwe Forto taken 

I wolde n 3112 

Tyl 



And to hire Bostie eeyde In thia maneie [i«*f u. ink] 

Al eofftely / now Bdetre myn qnod ahe 

Now beth we ducbeaae bothe ye and I 

And aykerei] to tbe Begalea off Atbanee 

And botbe bere affter lykly to be quenea 

And eavycl From his deetil a kyngis sonne 

As enere off gentyll wymmen ys the wonne 

To aaTe a gentyl man emfortbe hire mybt 

In honest caoae and namely in bis Ei&t 
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Me thenke no wjtit oufit ts heioff blame 

Ne beeren vs therfore an evyH name 
thia matere Porto make 



And off hia wyffie Tressoui he gau yt charge U^tn 

A[iid] toke his wyff and eke hire Bnatre Free 2192 

And eke the Qayllere and wit£ theym alle three 

Is stoole a way onto off the londe by nytit 

And to the cnutre off £nnq)ye hem dylit 

There as he badde a Fronde off his knowynge 2156 

There Featen they there donsen they u)d synge 

And in his Annea hat£ this Adiyane 

That off the beeete hatJl kepte hym From his bane 

And gate hym there a newe Bai^ anoond 2160 

And off hia cuntie Folke a grete voone 

And takitb his leve and hamward sayUitH he 

And in an yle amydde the wylde see 

There as duelled Creature noon^ 2164 

Save wylde beestes and that FuH many oone 

He made hia Shippe a lande Forto sette 

And in [this] yle halff a day he lett« 

And 8[eyde that on] the londe he muste Lym Reste 2168 

Hys maiyners done riht ae bym Icste 
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And Forto telle ahortlj ia this caae 

Whanne Adryane his wyff a slepo was 

Foi that hire euatre Fayrer was thanne she i 

He takith hire in his honde and Forl^ gotR ho 

To ahippe and as a Tiaytoni stale hia way 

While that this Adryan on slepe lay 

And to his Cuntrevan} he sayllyth hlyve [i«rn, b«*j . 

A twenty devyH way the wynde hym dryre 

And Fonde his Fadiro drenchuJ in the sea 

Me lyste no mote spebe off hym parde 

Thes Fals lovets poyson) be Uieyre bane ! 

But I wole tnme ageyn to Adiyane 

That ya wilfi alepe For weryneBse y-take 

FuH sorowfully hire herte may a-waka 

Alias For the myn herte hat& pytee ! 

Riht in the dawuyng awakit£ she 

And gropitfi in the bedde and Fonde rillt nouKt 

Allaa quod she that enere was I wionht 

I am betrayect and hire heere to-Eente ', 

And to the stronde barefoot Fast she weute 

And cryed Theseoa myn herte swete 

Where be ye that I may nat witt yow mete 

And myht thus with beeates been yslayne ', 

The holowe Bokkes anaweide hire agayn[e] 

"So man she Banll and yitt shyned the [Moone] 

And hyh vpoil a Eokke she went Eioone 

And sauB his barge sayllyng in the see 

Colde wexe hire herte and li&t thus aeyde she 

Meker thenne ye Fynde I thes beeetes wylde 

Hadde he nat eytuie that hire thus begylede 

She Cryecl tome ^eyn For Routhe and synne 

Thy barge hatfi nat alle his meyne witSi Inne 

Hire kerercheff Tpofl a pole Tp styketb she 

[ABk]annce he ahnlde hyt w^ y-se ciurtsj 

And hym Bemembre that she was behyndo 

And tume ^eyn and [on] the stronde hire Fynde 
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Bat att For uoollt his way he ys y-goone 
Adome she Fella a-ewone Tpoa a stoone 
Asd Tp« she Byst and kysaetiti ia alle hire care 
The Bteppes off hia Feet Siate he hath Faie 
And to hire bedde ribt thus she epekitil thoo 
Thov hedde quod ahe that hast leeseyrecl twoo 
Tbaw ehalt answers off twoo and nat off acme 
Where ya the gretter partye a-way goona 
All[as] wheis shidl I wreccheil wiht bekome 
For thoiA so [he] that hoote here kome 
Hoome [to my ojnntie dam I nat For diede 
I kon my Bel[ven] in this caas nat Bede 
What ahnld [I] moie telle hire compleynynge 
It ys to l[ong i]t were an hevy thynge 
In hire £[pistle] :Naso tellytJl alle 
Bat shortly to the ende telle I shalle 
The goddae hane hire hdpen For pytee 
In the sygne off Taurus men may se 
The stones off hire Crovne shyna olere 
I wole no more speke off this matere 
But thns this Fab lover ganne hegyla 
Hys trewe lovn the devyH quyte his whyle 



[vn.] 
: fmifit ' legenlia * ^fiifaimme. 

THow yevei off the Formes that hast wronht 
The Fayre worlds and bare yt in thy thonltt 
Eternally thow tiiy werite began 
Why madestow vnto the sclaimdre off Uan 
Or afi be hit / yt was nat thy doynga 
Ae For that Fyne to make swiche a thinge 
Why auffrest thow that Tereas w[aa] bore 
That ys in leva so Fals and Foi[swore] 
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That Fro this woilde vp to the Fii3[t] herene 2236 

Oorrumpel£ whanoe that Folks his n[am]e nevene 

And aa to me 80 grysly was his [dod]e 

That whaune that I in his Fon[le stor]ye Bede 

Myn eyen wexen Fonle and sor[B aleoo] 2240 

Yitt histe the venyme off so longs agoo 

That yt InfectylJl hym that wole ba-holde 

The stoiye of Tereus the whiche I tolde 

Off Trace waa he lorde and kynne to Marto 2244 

The Ciuell god that stant wit& bloody darte 

And wedded hadde he witfi a blyefuli cheie 

Kyng Pandyones doullter Fayre and dere 

That hi£t Fragne Floure off hire Cuntree 2248 

ThouB Iimo lyst nat at the Feste to be [iHtis] 

Ne ymenens that god off weddyng ys 

But at the Feste ledy ben y-wys 

The Foiies three wit£ theyre mortaU bronde 2252 

The Owle t^ nybt aboate the balkea wonde 

That prophete ys off woo and off meechaunce 

This EeveS ffoH off soi^e and ffufi off daunce 

laate Fourtenyt]! or lytjfi lasse 2266 

Bnt shortly off this etory fforto passe 

For I am werye off hym Forto telle 

Fyve yere bis wyff and he togedio dnelle 

Tyl on a day she ganne so sore longe .i. bi«wiHio 

To seen hire sustre that she saulL nat longe 2261 

That For desire she nyst what to aay 

But to hire hooabonde ganne the Forto piay 

For goddis love that she must oonye goone 3264 

Hire sustre Forto se and kome anoone 

Oi ellys but ahe moste to hire wende 

She piayde hym he wolde afftor hire sende 

And tHis was day by day hire piayere 226S 

■With alle humblesse of [wif] bode worde and ehere 

This Tereus lete ma[ke his] ehippea yare 

And into Grece hym sylff ys Forth y-Faro 
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Vnto hia [father] in lawe ganne he preyo 2272 

To TOachesaufiT that For a mouetll or tweye 

That Philomone his wyffis siwtre myht 

On Proigae hys wy£E but onys haae a sySt OmJ », b**] 

And she shatt kome anoon ^eyn anooae 2276 

My sylff wi^ hire I wole bot£ kome and goone 

And as myn hertye lyff I wole hire kepe 

This olde Pandeons the kyng gan wepe 

For tendemesse off herteForto leve 2280 

Hys douBter goon and Forto yeve hire leve 

Off aUe this worlde he lovytB no thyng so 

But at laste leve hatb she to goo 

For Philomene witfi salte teeres eke 2284 

Ganns off hire Padire grace Forto seke 

To seen hire sustie that she lovith so 

And hym embraceth with hire Armee twoo 

And ther wit£ aB so yonge ao Payra was she 2288 

That whanue that Tereus saut hire beaute 

And off Array that ther waa noone hire lyche 

And yitt off beawte was she twoo so Eiche 

He keate his Fyrye herte rpon hire so 2292 

That he wylle haue hire how ao yt goo 

And with hia wylea knele* and so preyde 

Tyl at the laat Pandeone thua seyde 

Now Sonne quixl he that [art] to me so dere 2296 

I the bytake my yonge dou&tere heere 

That berith the keye off alle myu herttys lyff 

And grete [yow] well my doufeter and [thy] wyff 

And giffe hire leve aomme tyme Porto pleye 2300 

That she may seen me onys or I deye 

And eothely he hym hatfi made Riche Feate [iMfto] 

And to his Folke the moste and eke the leate 

That wit£ hym kam he yaff hem gyfftes grete '2304 

And hym conveytli thnrti the maystre strete 

Off Athanea and to tlie aee hym broufit 

And tumetb home no malice he ne thonbt 
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Hie Oores pullea Forti! the vesa^ Faate 3308 

And in to Ttace an7vet& at the last« 

And Tp in to a Foreste he hire ledde 

And in to a Cave pryvely hym Bpedde 

And in tliia derke Care yiff hire leste 231 2 

Or leate nat he badde hire Forto Beste 

Off whidi hire herte agroos and seyde thus 

■Where ya my sustre brother Terens 

And thee witB olle she wepte tendirly 2316 

And qaooke For Feere pale and pytously 

EilSt as the lambe that off the wolff ys beten 

Or as the Colver that off the Egle ys smeten 

And oute off his Glawes Forth escaped! ii320 

yitt yt ya a-Ferde and a-whapecJ 

Lyst yt be bente effte 8o[ne]B so that she 

But vtterly yt may noon other he 

By Force hatb this Traytoui done a dede 2324 

That he hatB reffle hire off hire maydenhede 

Maugre hire heede by strenUi and by my&t 

Loo here a dede off men and that a Ri&t 

She criel£ saater with Futt lowde stevene [i«irM,Ueki 2328 

And Fadire deere and helpe me god off hevene 

AUe helpitK nat and yitt tbia Fala theeff 

Hatb done this lady a more myachieff 

For Feere ahe sbolde hys shame ciys 2332 

And done hym haii@ an opne velanye 

And witB his swerde hire tunge off kerff he 

And in a cast^ mode hire Forto be 

Fi^ prevely in a pryaone euere more 2336 

And kepte hire to bis vsage and to his store 

sely Phylomene woo ys thyn herte ■ 

Hi^e ben thy aorwes and wondre amerte 

Ood wieke the and sende the thy boone 2340 

Now yt ys tyme I make an ende soone 

This Tereus ys to his wyff ykome 

And in his Armea batll his wyff ynome 
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And pytooslj he vepte and sboke hifi hseie 

And swore to hire he Fonde hire aaatre deeds 

For this sely Progne haffi eydch. woo 

That njB hire BorowiuH herte breete atwoo 

And Ulus in teeree latte [I] Frogne dnelle 

And off hire eustre For4£ wole I telle 

This w[ofu]U lady lemett hadde in youths 

So that she werkyn and embrowden koathe 

And weven in the stole the Badenore 

As hit off wyminen hatK ben wouen yorft 

And sothely Forto eeyn she hadde hire Fylle 

Off mete and diynke and Clothyng at hire wylle 

She bouthe eke rede and weft ynouB endyte 

But wi^ a penne koude she nat wryte 

But lettres kanne she weven to and Froo 

So that by the yere was alio agoo 

She hadde woven in a stamyn large 

How she was brouht From Atbenes in a Barge 

And in a Cave how that she was bron&t 

And alle the thinge that Teieue had! wrouht 

She wove yt weB and wrote the storye above 

How she was serreil For hire sustre love 

And to a knawe a Bynge she yaff anoone 

And preyde hym by eygnes Forto goone 

Vnto the qnene and beren hire that clothe 

And be sygnes swore many an othe 

She ahnlde hym yeve what she geten myht 

This knave anoone vnto the quene hym djtt 

And toke yt hire and alle the man«re tolde 

And whanne that Progne hatit this thinge beholde 

Ko woide she spak For sorwe and ^e For Bage 

Bnt Feynec! hire to goon on Fy^;iymage 

To Bocns Temple and in a lytyH stonnde 

Hire dombe sustro syttyi^ bat£ she Founde 

Wepynge in the Castell hire alloone 

Alias the woo the oompleynt and the moons 
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That Progne Tpon) hire sustie maketS [imin, bvk] 2380 

In Armcs ea«7yclie off hem othei' takekb 

And thus I late hem in heM sonre daelle 

The lemnanaunt ja no charge to telle 

For this ys alle and somme thus was she aerved 2384 

That nen^re hanne ne gylte ne deaeived 

Ynto Uiis cm^ man that she off wyst 

Yee may be wair off men yiff that yow lyst 

For al 'he that he vole nat For shame 2388 

Doone eo as Teieos to leae his name 

TSe serve yow as Murdrei or a knave 

FuH lytytt while shuU ye tiewe hym have 

That wole I seyn al were he now my brother 2^92 

Bnt yt so be that he may haue a nother 



[Till.] 

t huxpa . Uflmba : $!)UIe0 : 

BY prove as well as by Auttotyte 
That wykkea Frnyt komyth off wykketJ tree 
That may ye Fynde yff that yt lyke yow 2396 

Bnt For this ende I speke this caas as now 
To tellen yow off the ffals Demophone 
In love a Falser heide I oenera nooiw 
Bot jiff hit were his Fadii Theeens v^sn S400 

God For his graoe FioQi sudi con kepe vs 
Thus thes wymmen prayra that hit heere 
Now to the&cte totime I off my mateie 
Dystrojed ys off Troye the Citee 2404 

This Semephone kome sayllyng m the see 
Towards Athanas to his Faleys large 
Wits hym kome many a shippe Kod many a boige 
Fulle off Folks off whid^ Fnfi many oone 2408 . 

Ib wonndei) sore and syke and woo bcgoone 
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And they haae at the Siege longe yleyne 

Behynde hym kome a vynde and eke a E«yne 

That shooffBo eore hia aaylle myht nat etando 2412 

Hym wera lever than alle the worlds ha lande 

So honteth hym the Tempeat to and Froo 

So derke yt was he koathe nowhere goo 

And witfi a wawe biokyn was his et^ere 2416 

Hie shippe was rente so lowe in eucll manete 

That the carpenter konthe yt nat amende 

The see he nyht as eny Totche biende 

Fot woode and poasiUi hym now vp now dovn 2420 

Tyl Keptyne hatJi off hym compassioun 

And Tetea TboroB^ Triton and they alle [• •(«) 

And made hym vpofl a lande to Falle 

Wheroff that Fhillee lady waa and quene nK.fa,iK4] 2+24 

Lygurges doi^ter Fayrer on to seene 

Thanne ya a Floure ayen the briht eonne 

Vnneihe ya Demephonfl to londe y-wonne 

"Wayka and wery and his Foike ForpyneJ. 2428 

Off werynesse and also aufamyneiJ 

And to the deetti he was almost ydiyre 

Hys wyae Folke to oonseyH haue hym yeve 

To seken helpe and sokoure off the quene 2432 

And loken what hia grace myht heene 

And make in that lande aomme chevysaunoe 

To kepen hym Fro woo and Fro meschauJioe 

For eyke he was and almast at the deetli 2436 

Vnnetbes my&t he apeke or diawe his bieel£ 

And lyeUl in Bodopya hym Forto Beste 

Whanne he may 'walke Mm thouht yt ■woe the beste 

Vn to the Conrte to seken For sokonr 2440 

Men knewe hym weH and dydde hym honour 

For off Athenee Duke and lorde waa he 

Aa Thesena his Fadir hadde y-be 

That in his tyme waa off grate Benoun 2444 

N'oone ao grete in alle the Hegioim 
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And Ijke his Fadire off Face and off staton 

And Fals off love yt kome kym off Katnie 

A» dotH the Fox Bejma^ the Foxia eonne 2448 

Off kynde fae kouthe his olde Fadiis woniie 

WiUi oaten lore as kan a drake sywmme P*^'*} 

Whanne yt ys kaofit and caiyed to the brymme 

This honnoimtble PhiUes doth hym chcre 2452 

Hire lykith weB his porte and his maneie 

Bat For I am agrocchei} heeie be-fome 

To vrite off hem that ben in lore Fonwome 

And to haste me eke in my legends 2456 

Which to perfonnne god me grace sende 

Therfore I passe shortly in this tryse 

Yee haue w^ heide this Theseus devyse 

In the betraysynge off Fayie Adryane 2460 

That off hire pytee kepte hym From his bane 

At shorte wotdes Biht so Demophone 

The same ^ray the same paaffi hath goone 

That dydde his Fals Fadiie Theseus 2464 

Foe Tnto Fhillea hatH he swome thus 

To ivedden hira and hire his t^^athe pUht 

And pykeil off hire alle the goode he myht 

Whanne he was hole and sounde and hadde his Ryst 24GS 

And dodi wit£ Fhilles what so hym lyst 

As w^ koathe I yiff that me lyst soo 

Tellen alle his doynge to and Froo 

He Beyde to his cuntre muste he saylle 2472 

For there he wolde hire weddyng apparaylle 

As Felle to hire hononi and his also 

And openly hetooke his leve thoo 

And hatti hire sworn) he wole not soiourne [if ««. *] 2476 

Bat in a monetA he wolde ayen retoame 

And in that lande lete make bis otdenaunce 

As veixey brde and toke thobeyssawnce 

Wele and bomly and his sbippes dyht 2480 

And home he gooth the next way he myht 
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For TQto PhiUea yitt kome he noufit 
And that hath she bo hsrde and eoie y boidit 
Alias that aa the gtories ts Becoide 2484 

She was hire owne deeWi witfi a corde 
Whanne that she eeje that Demephone hire tnyej 
Bote to hym wrote she and Fast prayed 
He wolde komen and hire delyiiera off peyne 2488 

Ab I teherse shaH a wotde or tweyne 
Me lyat nat wouchesanft on hym to ewynke 
Ne apenden on hym a penne Fulle off ynke 
For FalB in lore he was rifit as his syre 2492 

The derel aette theyr eotilea bothe on Fyre 
Bat off the lettre off Fhilles wole I write 
A woide or twey al thoofi yt be hat lyte 
Thyn Oostesse quod she Demophon) 2496 

Thy Philles whidi that is so woo begoon 
Off Kodopey vpon yow mote compleyne 
Over the tenne sette bitwix vs tweyne 
That ye ne holden forwaide as ye seyde 2500 

Voure anker whioB ye in otue haven leyde Daoui 

Hybt Ta that ye wolde komen oute off doate 
Or that the Moone went onys aboate 
'Bat tymee Foure the Moone hath liidde hire Face 2504 
Syn tbiike day ye went From this phtce 
And Fonre tymes li&t the woride ageyne 
But for alle that yiff I Bhnlde sothely eeyne 
Yitt hat£ the Stteme off Gyteys noollt bronllt 2608 

Fram Atheaes the shippe yitt kome yt nootit 
And yiff that ye Uie terme Bekne wolde 
Aa I or 08 a trewe lover eholde 

I pleyne nat god wote tofore my day 2512 

But alio hire lettre wiiten I ne may 
■Be ordie For yt were to me a chatge 
Hire lettre was rifit longe and therto large 
But here and there In Kyme I have yt leyde 2616 

Ther aa me thoiAt that she weU hat£ seyde 

ADDIT. 28,8" 



dbv Google 



PAit.-TBXT 394-395 

LBOKKl) OF QOOD WOHXK. ADDIT. US. 98,617. 207 

6be seyde thy saylles komytH nat ageyoa 
Ne to thy worde ther ys no Fey Certeyne 
Bote I wote wliy ye komen nat qaod ahe 2520 

For I was off my love to yow so iVee 
And off the goddes that ye haae ewoie 
Yiff hers vengaunce Falle on yow iheifbre 
Ye be nat auffisaant to ben the peyns 2521 

To mudte I truatod I may w^ seyne 
Vpofi yonie lynage and youre Fayre tonge CT«f u, badij 

And on yonre Teeiee Falsly oate wronga 
How konithe ye wepe BO by Craffte quodi she 2528 

May there suohe teeiea yffeynecl be 
Now certea yiff ye wole haue in memorye 
It ouBt to be to yow but lytyH gloije 
To haue a sely Mayde thus betraydo 2532 

To god quod she pray I and ofte ha piayde 
That yt mosto be the grettest pride off alle 
And moate honour that euere sh^ yow befalle 
That whanne thyn olde Auncestres ypeyntei) be 2536 

In whic^ men may thayre worthynesse se 
Thenne pray I god bow peynted be aUo 
That Folke may reden Forby as they goo 
Ih> this ys he that witB his Flaterye 2510 

Betrayseil hath and done hire vylanye 
That woe bis trewe love in tbou£t and dede 
But sothely off oon poynt yitt may they rede 
That ye he lyfee yonre Fadirs as in this 2511 

For he begyled Adryane y-wys 
Wi^ Buche on Arte and witA suche snbtylite 
As thow thy aelven hast begyled me 
As in that poynt ati thouh yt be nat Fayre 2518 

Thow Folwist hym certeyn and art bis hayre 
But sen thus synfully ye me b^yle 
Uy body mote ye se wiHi Inne a whUe 
I^tinthehaTeneoff AthenesFletynge !>•(»] 2552 
. witb onte sepultnie or Bniyynge 
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Thonli ye ben harder thanne ys eny st«one 

And wlianne this kfAre was Fortfi ygoone 

And knewe havi brotell and how Fak he was 2556 

She For deapeyie Fordjdde hire selff alias 

Suche Borwe h&t£ she For she besette hire so 

Be wane ye wymmen For youre subelle^ woo [' 'loJ 

Sen yitt this day men may enaemple se 2560 

And trustetli as in love no man but me 



[IX.] 

: fnct|iit . %t%txCa^ . gjiermsstre : 

IS" Greco wbylom weme Brethren twoo 
Off which that oon was oallyct Danoo 
That many a aonne ha& off his body wonne 2564 

Ab suche Fala lovers offten tyme konne 
Amonge his sonnes alle there was oone 
That aldermoste he loveJ off eiierychoone 
And whanne this Childe was borne this Danoo 2568 

Shope hym a name and callyd hym Lyno 
That other brother callyd was Egyste 
That was off love as Fals as hym lyste {IhI u,buk] 

And many a douBter hadde he in bis lyff 2572 

Off which he gate vptn his rifit wyff 
A doubter deere and dydde hire calle 
Tpennystra yongest off hem alle 

He whiche Childe off hire natiuite 2576 

To alle thewea goode borne was she 
And lykeJ to the goddes or she was boma 
That off the sheeff she ahulde be the come 
The wordes that we clepen destyne 2580 

Hat£ shapen hire that she mot nedys be 
Pietons sadde wys Trewe as stele 
As to thes wymmen yt accordetK wele 
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For thoofi that Venus yeff lire grete bcauta 2584 

With lupytoc oompOTnetJ so was she 

Wit£ Conscience trouthe and drede off shame 

And off hire wyffhode Forto kepen hiie name 

This tboiAt hire was Felicite as heere 25^8 

The Bede Mara was that tyme off yere 

So Feble that hie malice hatti hym Baffle 

BepieaseA hath Venus his CnieH Giaffte 

And trith Venus and othec oppressiouit 2592 

Off honeste Mars ya venyme ya a dovD) 

That ypermystra darre nat handle a knyff 

In malyce thouSi she sbnlde lese hire lyff 

Bat nathelea as lievyne gan has tonrne 2596 

Twoo badde eapectea hat ehe off Saloume [lenrgs] 

That mads hire dyen in prisoik) 

As I sh^ aifter make menci'on 

To Ibnoo and Egistes also 2600 

And thoull so be that they vern) brether twoo 

For ihylke tyme Mars spared no lynage 

It lykeJ hem to maken a maryage 

Sytwixen ypermystre and hym lynoo 2604 

And castes swicfi a day yt sh^ be do 

And Fuit accorded was yt vtterly 

The Btray ys wron&t and the tyme Fast by 

And thus Lyno hath off his Fadria brother 2608 

The douEtei wedded and eche off hem other 

The toichee brennyng and the lampea briht 

The sacrefices hen FuH redy dyfit 

ThensencB oute off the Fyre leketB swote 2612 

The Flonie the leeff ys Bent vpe by the Bote 

To maken gerlondes and crovnes hye 

Fnlle ys the place off Mynatralcyo 

Offsonges Amerous off Manage 2616 

As thilke tyme was the pleyne veage 

And this was la the paleys off Egiste 

That in his hovs was lorde as hym lyste 
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And thus that day they diyven to an ende 2620 

The Frendea take lere and liome they wenda 

The nySt ys komen the Bryde shall go to bedda [iufss,ii>iAi 

I^Ute to his chambie Fast hym spedde 

And piyrely lata his doithter calle 2621 

Whanne that the hoTB voyde was off hem alle 

He loMtS on his doiAter wilfi gladde chere 

And to hire he spak as ye sh^ affter heie 

My riht douhter TieBoni off myn herte 2628 

Syn First that day that shapen vaa my eherte 

Or by the Fatale Sustren hadde my doome 

So nyli myn harte nauere thinga ne kome 

As thow ypeT-mystra dou&ter deia 2632 

Take hede what I thy Fadir Beyt£ the here 

And wirke afftii* thy wyser eue»^ moo 

For alderfiist doubter I lovecl the so 

That alle the woilde to me nya halff so leeff 2636 

That I wolde rede the to no mysohieff 

For alle the goode Yndif thia colde Moone 

And what I mene yt sh^ be seyde riht aoone 

With proteatacton as seyne thea wyae 2610 

That but thow do aa I shall devyae 

Thow shalt be deede by him that alle hatfi wroufit 

At ahoite wordes thow ne skapest noubt 

Out off my paloya or that thow be deede 2641 

But thow consante and wiike afftar my Beede 

Take thia to the For Full conclusion) 

This ypermyatre caate hire eyen dovD) 

And quooke aa dotfi the leeff off Aapeea grene [i«fS7]2648 

I>eede wexe hire bewe aod lyke asshes to sene 

And seyde lords and Fadii' alle yoare wille 

Affter my myht god wote I ahsdl Follylle 

So bit be to me no Confusiown 2652 

I nyl qaod he haue noone Escepct'oun 

And oute he kaubt a knyff aa Raaour kene 

Hyde thia quod be that yt be nat sene 
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And whanne thyn honebonde js to bedde ygoo 2656 

while that he slepith kntte his throte atwoo 

For in my diemea yt ya y-wameil me 

How that my nevew shi^ my baane be 

But whidl I not wherfore I wole be eeker 2660 

yiff thow say nay we twoo shall haue byker 

Aa I have seyde by hjm that I have sworne 

ThiB ypennyetre hatfi nyR hire wytte forlorn? 

And FoTto paBsen hatmeles Fio that place 2664 

She grantytK hym there naa noon« other grace 

And there wit& att a costrete takitb he 

And seyde heroff a dianlit oi twoo or three 

yeva hym to drynke whanne he gooffi Eeste 2668 

And he sb^ slepe as longe as euere the leste 

The narbolykes and Epiea ben so etionge 

And goo thy way lest hym thenke to longe 

Out komytii the Bryde with Ful sobie dieie 2672 

As off thes Maydenes offte hit ys the maneie [ir*ftT,buk] 

To Chaumbre ye bron&t widl BAVett and songe 

And shortly lyst this tale be to ]onge 

This lyno and she ben bionllt to Bedde 2676 

And eoATy wiHt oute off the doore hym spedda 

The ny^t ya wasted and be Felle A^leape 

Full tendiily bygynnetJl she to wepe 

She lyst hire vpe and dredefully she qnaketb 2680 

Aa dothe the Braunche that Zepberas ahaketK 

And hussht were alle in Argone that dtee 

As colde aa eny Froste noir wexitB ahe 

For pytee by the herte strqmelli hire so 2684 

And drede off deetb dotK hire so mnche woo 

That thryes dovnt she Felle in this weere 

8he ryseth vpe and stakeretb here and there 

And on hire hondes Faste lokiUl she 2688 

Alias and ab^ myn handes bloody be 

I am A Mayde And as by Nature 

And by my aemblaunt and my Yestura 
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MytL haudea ben nat ehapen For a knyff 

Ab Forto Bevea a man From his lyff 

What devytt have I witB this knyfF to do 

And sht^ I have my thiote kutte a twoo 

Thanne Bh^ I bleedo alias and mo Bhends 

And nedye coete this thing must haue an ends 

Or lie or I muste nedys lese oure lyff 

N'ow certee quoi ebe sen I am hiB vyff C 

And hatJl my FeyUl yitt ys yt bette For me 

Forto be deede in -wyffly boneata 

Thanne ben a Traytour levyng in my shame 

Be aa be may For emeat or For game 

He sb^ awake and lyae and goon bis vay 

Out at this goter eT that yt be day 

And wepte Full tendyrly vpon his Face 

And in hire Aimes gan hym to embrace 

And hym she roggeth and awakit£ aoffte 

And at a wyndow lepe From the loflte 

whanne abe hath warned and done hym bote 

This lyno swylfi was and litt off Foote 

And From bis wyff ranne a FuU goode paas 

This sely womman ye so wayke aUas 

And belpoles so that er she Feire wente 

Hire cmelt Fadire dydde hire hente 

Alias lyno why art thow so vnkynde 

Why ne haddestow Eemembred in thy mynde 

And taken hire and ladde hire Forth wit£ the 

For whanne she saiA that goon away was he 

And that she myht nat bo Fast goo 

Ne Folwe hym she satte dovn rifit thoo 

Tyl she was take and Fetrei) in prisoun 

This Tale ys Beyde For this conclusioim 
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[Bodlei/ MS. 638 (palter quires in vellum covers, ah. 1450), 
leaf 110, hack.] 

[u) is fur H ; the light dot at the end of many lines 
is not printed.] 

The bokfl of the Duohesse 

Ihaue grete wondir be this light 
how that I leue for day ne oygfit 
I may not elepe wel nygh nought 
I hau6 so many an yddl thought 4 

Purely for defaulte of slepe 
That hi my trouth I take no kepe 
Of no ihinge how hit comyth or goth 
Ne me nya no thinge leue nor loth 8 

Al is I-lich goott to me 
loye or sorwe wherso it be 
For I haae felyi^ yn no thynge 

But as it were a masei) thynge 12 

Alway yn poynte to falle a douid 
For Borwefi^ ymagynaciouii) 
Is alwey holely yn my mynde 

And weH ye wote a^yns kynde 16 

Hit ^vere to lyuen yn this wyae 
For Ufatore wolde nat sufiyse 
To noil) eithly creature 

Nat longe tyme to endure 20 

Without slepe & be yn sorwe 
And I ne may ne nyght ne morwe 
Slepe & Ibis Melancolye 

[ZiiKw 24—96 are left out] 
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Had such pito & auch routS o«Bf in] 97 

To rede hir sorve that be my trontb 

I ferde the worse all the tuorwe 

Aftu to thinkyn on hir sorwe 100 

So when this ladi koude hei' no woide 

That no man myght fynde hir lorde 

Futt ofte Bhe Bwownyd & sayJ alias 

For sorwe fnU nygh woo<l she was 104 

Ke she koade no rede but oon) 

Bat donne on kneys she eate struoii 

And wepto that pite was to het*. 

A meicy awete ladi dere 106 

Quoth she luno hii goddosse 

Help me owte of this dietresBe 

& yeue me grace my lorde to se 

3one or wite whei'-so he be .113 

Or how lie fereth or in what wyse 

AntI I shal make yowa sacriiyee 

AncI hoolly youiys bicome I ah^ 

With good wyll body heite & bB 116 

And but tboa wolte this ladi swete 

Senil me grace to slope & mete 

In my alepe aom certeyn) aweuyn) 

'Whei'-thoi^B that I may know euyn) [is»riii,ud[] 120 

Whethir my loide be quyk" or de<J 

With that worde she henge doun) the heJ 

And feH a Bwowne as colde as aton) 

Hir women kanght hir vp a-noii) 124 

And broDght hir in bed aS nakyt) 

And she forwepiS & forwakytl 

Was weiy & thus the dod slepe 

Fyti OD hir or she toke kepe. 12S 

Thoi^ luna that had herd hir bone 

That made hir to slepe aone 

And aa she prdd right so waa done 

Indede for luno right anone 132 
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CallitS thus hlr messageie 

To do liii erande & he come neie 

When he was come she bade him thuB 

Qoo bet quoth Inno to Morpheus 136 

Thou knowiat hym wdl the go<l of slepe, 

Now vndiistonde weU & take kepe 

Sejr thus on mjr halue that he 

Go f aste yn-to the grete so 140 

And bid hini) that on ffi thynge 

That he take vp Seys body the kynge 

That lith fuH pale & no-thinge rodye i>a n:] 

^d hind crepe yn-to the bodye 144 

And do hit goon) to Alchyon) 

The queue thei" she lieth allone 

And shew hir ehortely it ys no nay 

How hit was dreynto this othif day 148 

And do the body speke right so 

Bight aa it was wonycl to do 

The whilea that it was a-lyne 

Goo now iaato & hye the blyue 153 

This Measangei' toke leue & wente 

Vpon his wey & nenyr ne stente 

Xyl he came to the detke valey 

That Btanta bitwyx Bochia twey 156 

Thei* neuyr yet grew come ne giaa 

Ife tre ue nouj^t that ought was 

Beste B« man ne noi^t ellya 

Banff ther were a few wellys 160 

Came tennynge fm the diffee a donid 

That made a dedly slepynge soun) 

And lonnen doun right bi a Cave ()nfiii,i>Mii] 

That was vndir a rocke I-gtaue 164 

A mydde the valey woudii depe 

Thei' thea goddis lay & depe 

Moipheus & Eclympasteyre 

That was the goiJ of alepie eyre 168 
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That slepe & di<J norit othii' werke 
Thia Cane was also as derke 
As helle pitte onjr at abonte 
Thei hacl gooiJ leysar for to route 
To enuye vbo mji^t alepe beete 
Som henge hei chyime Tpon) her brest« 
And slept vpiiglit lier hed I-hjd 
And sond lay nakid yn her be<) 
And slepe whiles the dayes laste 
Tide Mesaagei' come fleyng< faste 
And cried O howe a-wake a-noii) 
Hit waa for nought ther herf hym) nonl 
A-wake quoth he who lithe here 
And blew his home right yn her ere 
And cried awakith wondii' hye 
This god of slepe with his on) ye 
■ Caste vp & axyd who cleplth thei* 
Hit am I quoth this Messagei' 
luno bade thou sholdist gon) 
Anrl tolde him) what he shulde don) 
As I haae tolde you hec' b^ lure 
Hit is no nede teheise it nmro 
And went his wey when he had seyde 
A-non) this goil of slepe abreyde 
Out of his slepe & gan to goon) 
And di<l as he had bede him) doou) 
Toke vp the dreynte body sone 
^d bare it forth to Alchyone 
His wife the queue thei* as she lays 
Kigbt enyn a qnatei* bifore daye 
And stode right at his beddys fete 
And called hir right as she hete 
!Bi name & seide my swete wife 
A-wakd let be youre sorweful life 
For yn youie sorwe thet lith no rede 
For cer^s swete I am but dede 
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ye shnl me neuyr on Ijue X-ee 

But good ewete that ye 

Bury my body for each a tyde 

ye mow it fynde the ae bUyde 208 

And fiu' wel awete & my worldes blysse 

I pray god youre aorwe lysse 

To liteH whUe owro blisse luteal 

With that hii yen vp aha castetti 213 

And satr nought allae qaoth she for sorwe 

And deyde vithin) the thiidde monre 

Bnt what she seyde more yn that swowe 

I may not t^ yon as uowe 216 

Hit were to longe for to dwelle 

My firste mateie I wul you telle 

Wherfoi I hane tolde yon thie thinge 

Of Alchion & Seya the kynge 220 

For thus mncB dar I say well 

I had be doluyu) enery dett 

And ded light thoigh defanlte of slepe 

If I ne had ie4 & take kepe 224 

Of this tale nexte bifore [imt ihj 

And I wul teH yon wherfore 

For I ne myght for bote ne bate 

Slope or I had led this tale 228 

Of this dreynte Seya the kynge 

And of the goddis of slepynge 

When I had rod this tale well 

And onyrlokyd hit eneryd^ 232 

Me thought wondyr if it wei* so 

For I had nenyr herd' speke et* tho 

Of no goddie that koude make 

Men to slepe ne for to wake 23S 

For I ne knew nenyr god but oon) 

And yfl my game I seyd anon) 

And yit me lust right enyU to pleyo 

Bathir then that I shulde deye 240 
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Though defavdte of HlBpyng" thaa 
I wold yeae thilke Morpheoa 
Or his goddess© daime' lono 
Or som) wight ellys I ne rougbt who 
To make me slope & haue eom) reste ' 
I wol yeue him) the aldirbeBte 
yefte that euyr he a-hode hia lyne 
And hei> on warde right now as blyue 
yif he wul make me slepe a lyte 
Of downe of pnie dowuys whyte 
I wuH yeue hym a fedir bedde 
Eayei with golde & right wel cledde 
In fyiie hhifc" Satyn de owtei* mere 
And many a Pylowe & euery here 
Of cloth of Baynes to slope aofto 
Him thar not nede to tome ofte 
And I wofi yeue him) al that fallys 
To a chombre & al hie hallys 
I wolde do peynte with pui' golde 
And tapite ham) fuH many folda 
Of 00 sate this slial he haae 
If I wiste where wei" his Caue 
If he kan make me slepe aone 
Ab did the goddesse qnene Alchioue 
And thus this ilke god Morpheus 
May wyime of me mo feea thus 
Than euyt he wanne & to luno 
That ia his goddesse I ehafl so do 
I trow that she shaS holde hir payde 
I had vnneth that woide I-sayde 
£ight thus as I haue tolde it yoa> 
That sodeinly I nyste how 
Such a luste a-non) me toke 
To slepe that right vpon my boke 
I fyl a alepe & therwidl enyn) 
Me mette so ynlye ewete a aweoyid 
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So wondirfiiS that neayt yitte 
I trow no man) liacf the witte 
To konne wel my sweuyn rede 

No not loseplx withoute drede 280 

Of Egipte he that reel bo 
The kyngea metyi^ Pharao 
Ko mora then koude the leste of TS 
Ke not skaislye Macroheos 384 

He that wrote ^ thanysionl 
That he mette kynge Cipyon) 

The nohle man the Aufrykan) [l■lf]]^ll^ct] 

{Blank line in the MS.'] 288 

I trow a rede my dremys euyn) 
Lo thua it was this was my swenyil 

Me thought thns that it was May 
And yn the dawnynge I lay 292 

Me mette tlma yn my bedde s^ nakyd 
AniJ 1oky<X forth for I was wakyi 
With smale fowlye a grete hepe 

That haiJ afraye^ me ont of my slepe 29G 

Thorogh noyse & swetnease of her songe 
Am} al me mette thei sate a-monge 
Vpon my ehamhre rofe withoute 

Tpon the tyles ouyr-al a-houte 300 

And songe eueiych yn his wyse 
The moste eolempne seruyse 
Ey note that euyi man I tiowe 

Had herde for som of hem eonge lowe 301 

8oni hygS & at of oon acoorde 
To telle shortely at oo worde 
Was neujr henJ so swete a steuyn) 
But it ha* he a thinge of heuyn) 308 

So mery a sowne so swete entewnys 
That certys for the towne of tewnys 
I nolde but I had herde hem synge (itntiHil 

For a] my chamhre gan to rynge 312. 
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ThoTogh syngenge of htx Armonye 

For lastnuDent nor melodye 

vaa nowgher' herde yet half so evete 

Not of Accorde haUe ao mete 816 

For ther was non) of hem that feyneJ 

To Bynge for ecba of hem hym peyned 

To ^de onte mery crafty notys 

Thei ne sparyd not her tbrotys S20 

And Both to eeyii) my chambre was 

Ful wen depeyutyd & witfi glas 

Wei" aS the wyndowya weH I-glaeyd 

Aniil clere & not an hole I-craayd 824 

That to biholde hit was grete loye 

For bolely edl the Btorye of Troye 

was yn the glasynge I-wronght thus 

Of Ector & of kynge Fiyamue 328 

Of Achilles & of kynge lamedon) 

And eke of Medea & of laaon) 

Of Paiys Eleyne & of Lauyne 

And al tbe wallye with colomya fyne 333 

were peyntyd both texte & glose [iairii(,bHi] 

And al the Bomaunce of the Bosb 

My wyndowya were shette echone 

And thorogb the glaase tbe aonne shona 336 

Ypon my bed with bright bemys 

With many glade gyldye Btremya 

And eke tbe walkyfl was so fityre 

Blew brygbt clere was the Ayre S40 

And ful attempre forsoth it wu 

For nothir to colde nor bote it was 

Ne yn ^ tbe walkone was a clowde 

And as Ilay thoB wondyr lowde 34i 

Me tbongbt I herde a bnnte blowe 

Tassay bis bonie & for to knowe 

Whetbir it were cleie or hers of sowne 

And I herd goynge botK ^p & downe 348 
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Men hora houudyB & othii thynge 

And al men epeke of hnntynge 

How thai wolde ele the harte vitll Etxengfit 

And how tlie hart had vpoB lenght 352 

So nmch emboayd I not now what 

Anon right when I herde that 

How that thei wohle on huntynge goon DMf UT] 

I was right ghul & vp a-noon) 366 

Toke my hois & forth I went 

Onte of my chamliTO I neuyr stent 

Tyl I come to the felde withoato 

Thei* oayrtoke I a grete route 360 

Of hnntys St eke of FoKsteis 

With many relayes & lymers 

And hiecl hem to the fforeete fiiste 

And with hem bo at the laate 361 

I askyd con Isdde a lymeie 

Say felow who shaH hunte here 

Qaoth I & he answerycl a-geyn) 

Syr themperowi* Octouyen) 568 

Quoth he & is hei' fiut by 

A goddis half yn good tyme qnoth I 

Qo we faste & gan to ryde 

when we kame to the fforestya eyde 372 

Eoery man did right a non) 

Ab to hnntyi^ was to don) 

The mayei^ hnnte a-non fote hote 

with a giete home blywe iij mote 376 

At the Tncowplynge of his hoandya 

Within a while the herte fonnde ya n*tf uT,t«ck] 

I halwid & lechaeyd faste 

longe tyme & so at the laate 380 

This hert Ensed & stale a-way 

Fro e& the honndys a preay way 

The honndia had onytshotte hym tH, 

And were vpon a de&nlte I-&tt 381 
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Therwith the hunte Trondir faate 

Blew a fforleigne at the laste 

I was go walkyJ fro my tre 

And as I went thercame by me 

A wheipe that fownyi) me as I stode 

That had I-folwy <l & koude no good 

Hit come & ciepte to me as lowe 

Bight as it had me I-knowe 

Hild doun) his hed & ioyned his eiys 

And leyde att smotE doon his heiys 

I wolde haue kang&t it & a-noii) 

Hit fled & was fro me gon) 

And I him folwid & it forth went 

Doun hi a flowrye grene wente 

FuH thicke of graa fuH softe & swete 

With flourys fele feyre vudirfote i 

And lit^ Tsyd hit semyd thus 

For both fioia & zepherus 

Thei two that make flourya givwe 

Had made hei dwellynge there I trowe 

Foi it was on to be-holde 

As though thertK ennye wolde 

To be gayer than the hetiyn) 

To haue mo flomys swicfi seuyn) 

As yn the walkene stenys be 

Hit had foi^ete the pouerte 

That wyntyr thoi^fi his colde morwya 

Had made it sufTei' & his sorwys 

Afl was forgeto & that was sene 

For aH the wood was waxyn) grene 

Swetnease of dewo had made it wexe 

Hit is no nede eke for to Axe 

Whei* ther wer* many grene greuys 

Or thikke of trees so fuH of leuye 

And euery tre stwle by hym-selue- 

Fro othir wcl ten fete Iro othir twelue 
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So grete tieis ao huge of strengUl . 
Of fourty fyftye fedme lengtfi 

Clene withoute bowgli or stjtke D«(iis.b«ek] 

frith croppya both & eke as thykke 424 

They veie not an ynche a sondie 
That hit vae ehadwe oayi aH vndre 
And many an. herte & many an hynde 
Was bol* hifore me & bi-hynde 428 

Of ffownyB Sowrys bukkye Doya 
Was fuH the wode & many Koya 
And many SijuyreUys that seta 

Tx& high vpon the treya & ete 432 

And yn her manet* made ffestya 
Shortly it waa bo fuH of bestya 
That though Argus the noble conntei' 
Sete to rekne yn hia Countei' 436 

And rekne with his ffygmys ten) 
For by the ^gurea mow rft ken) 
If thei be crafty rekne & noombre 

And tdi of euery thynge the novmbi' 440 

yit ahnlde he fayle to rekne enyn) 
The wondrya me mett« yn my sweuyn) 
But forth they romyiJ right wondi* foata 
Doune the wooct so at the laste 441 

I wae ware of a man yn hlake 

That sete & ha<) tumyct his bake j\tui imj 

To an Oke a huge tre 

lorde thooght I who may that be 443 

What ayJeth him) to sytte here 
A-non right I wente sere 
Than founde I aitte enyn rpright 

A wondii wel farynge knyght 462 

By the mauer me thought so 
Of good muchiH & yonge ther-to 
Of the age of fonie & twenty yere 

Ypon his berde but litdl here 4b<i 
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And he was clothut aH ;ii bUke 

[ atoltdd euyn vnto his bake 

And there I stode as styH as ought 

That aoth to sey he eaw me nought 160 

For whi he henge his heel a donn 

And with a dedly sorwefoH soun 

Ho nmde of Ejme x vera or twelue 

Of a complaynt to him) selue 464 

The moste pits the moste ioul£. 

That euyr I heide for by my trouffi 

bit waa grete wondii that Katoie fi"'"*.*^] 

Might BDf&e any creature 468 

To baue such sorwe & be not det) 

FuH pitoose pale & nothii^ ret) 

He seide a lay a maner songe 

Witboute aote withoute songe 472 

And it was this for fuQ weH I kntil 

Beherse it right thus hit bigan) 

I bane of eorwe so grete wone 

That ioye gete I neuyi none 476 

[JK> gap iit (J» MS. The n^ppoied fin* ktre kbi my mUtatt.'] 
Now that I ae my lady bright 
Which I haae lonyd with aH my myght 
Is fro me ded & is a^n) 180 

Vt Alias detjl what ayleUi the 
That thou noldist haue takin me 
When thou toke my lady swete 

That was ao feire ao fressfi so fte 484 

So good that nieu may welt so 
Of bA goodnesse she bad no mete 
^ Whan he had made thns his complayute 
His BOFwfuH herte gan faate faynte 488 

And his spiiytes woxyn dede 

The blo<I was fled for pure drede [i.irtw] 

Donne to bis herte to m^e him warms 
Foi w^ it felid the berte bad barme 492 
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To mte vhi eke it was a-drad 

Be tynde & for to make it glaci 

For it 73 membre princypaH 

Of the bodye & that made aH 496 

His hewe chaimgicF & vex grene 

And pale for thera no blod ia Bene 

In no maner lyme of his 

Anon therwitb when I saw this 600 

He ferde thns euyl there he e'ete 

I wente & etode right at his fete 

And giette hifn but he spake nought 

But argoytJ with hie owne thought 604 

And yn his wytte disputyiJ faate 

Whi & how his life myght laste 

Him though his sorwys were bo emerte 

And lay so colde vpon his herte 508 

So thorogh his eotwe & heay thougbt 

Made him that he herde me nought 

Foi he had welnygh loste hia mynde [iMfi;«,i)M4] 

Though Pan that men elepe the goci of kynde 612 

Were for his aorwia neuyr so wroffi 

Bat at the laate to Beyn) right eoffi 

He was ware of me where I stode 

Bifore him & did of myn hode 516 

And had I-grette him aa I beste koude 

Debonayrely <fe nothynge lowde 

he eeide I ptey the be not wiotb 

I heide the not to seyn the sotll 520 

Ne I saw the not syr trewlye 

A good BIT no fors quoth I 

I am right soiy if I haue onght 

DiBtonrblid yon oute of yonte thought 524 

Foryeue me if I haue myetake 

yis thamendis is light to make 

Quoth he for ther llth nofl therto 

Ther is no thioge mysseide not do 528 
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loo' how goodly spake this knyg&t 
As hit ha>S beu an othir bright 
Hb made it nonthir tough ne queynto 
And I Baw that & gan maqueynte [iw 

With him & fonde him so tretable 
Bight wondii skilfufi & reeonable 
As me thought for eR his bale 
A-non right I gan fynde a tale 
To him to loke whet I myght ought 
Kaue more kaowyi^e of hia thought 
Sit quoth I this game ys dofl 
I holde that thia herte be gofl 
This huutya kun Tiim nonghete ee 
Z do no fotB thetof quoth he 
Mi thought is there-on neuyr a drfi 
Be oute lotde quoth !■ y ttow yow weH 
Kight so me thinketil bi youre chere 
But syi o thii^e wuH ye here 
Me thinteth yn gtete sorwe I yon se 
But certyB syi if that ye 
Wolde onghte discuie me youre woo 
I wolde as wys god helpe me eo 
Amende it if I kaa or may 
ye mow preue hit by assay 

For be my ttouth to make you hool pa 

I wuH do a& my powere hoot 
And tellith me of yonte eorwye smerte 
Peranentoifl it may eeo your' herte 
That aemytb fuH seke mdir youf syde 
With that he lokyd' on me a^yde 
As who eeith nay that woH not be 
Graunte mercy good frende qnoth he 
I thanke the that thon woldist so 
But it may neuyr the rathir be do 
Ko man may neuyr my sorwe glade 
That makith my hew to f^ & fade 
BODLEi saa 
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And hath myfl vndirstODdyng" lome 
That me is woo that I was borne 
May nought make my Borwis elyde 
Nought att the remedyes of Onyde 
Ne Oiphens god of melodye 
Ke Dedalos wiUi his playes slye 
Ne hole me may no Phiaycyefi 
Kought ypocras ne Galyeft 
Me is woo that I leae owrys twelae 
But who-eo wtttt assay hym-selne 
Whethit hia herte kan haue pite 
Of any sorwe lat hym se me 
I wrecfi that deth ha1£ made bU uakyd 
Of ^ hlysse that enjr was makyil 
I-worth worste of tXt wyghtye 
That hate my dayes & my nyghtya 
My lyfe my liistya be me loth 
For ail welfare & I be wrotJl 
The pure deth ys bo fuH my foo 
That I wolde deye hit wuB not so 
For when I folwe it hit wutt fle 
I wolde haiie hym hit uyH not be 
This is my peyne withoDte wA 
Alwey dyenge & be not ded 
That Thesiphus that lyth in heH 
May not of moie Borwe t<dl 
And who-so wiete aH be my troath 
My soTwe but he ha4 routfi 
AikJ pite of my BOrwys amerte 
That man hath a f endely heite 
FoT who-Bo seith me firste on morwe 
May seyn he haOi mette with sorwe 
For I am sorwe & sorwe ys I 
Allaa & I wiifi tefi the why 
My Borwe ys tnrnyJ to pleynenge 
And eSA my laughtre to wepynge 
BODLBT eas 
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My ^ttd thoughtya to heuyneseo 

In trauayle ys myn Idylnease 

And eke my leste my wele ya wo 

My goo<$ ya hanne & euyr-mo 

In-to wrat^ ys tumy<f my pleyenge 

And my delyte yn-to aorwynge 

Myfi hele ya tnmyiJ yn-to aekenesse 

In diede ys a& my sikjmesae 

To derke ye taniy(J aH my lygllt 

My wytte ys folye my day ya nygfit 

My lone ys hate my slepe ys wakynge 

My myrtfi & melya ya faatjnge 

My contynaunce ys nycete 

And all abawyd wliei'-so I be 

My pes yn pledynge & yn werM 

Allaa hov myght I fare werre 

My boldnesee is tumyd to aliamo 

For fala Fortune bath pleyde a game 

At the cbesse vith me allaa the while 

The trayteresee fale & fnfi of gyle 

That eJI bibotitb & no-thinge hslte 

She geth vpright & yit she ia halte 

That bagitb fonle & lokitb feire 

The dispitouae debonayre 

That slcomyth many a creatnre 

An ydole of fala portrayture 

Is she for she wuH sone Taryetl 

She ys the Mowatrys bed I-wryeQ 

As filth ouyr I-strawy*} with flonrys 

Hir moste voorabip & hir flooiya 

To lye for that ys hir Nature 

withoute feith lave or meanre 

She p fals & enyr langhynge 

With oon ye & that othii wepynge 

That ya brought vp she sette ^ doun 

I likne hir to the Scorpyoufl [i«nM,h»i!k] 
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That f s a fals flateiynge besta 

Foi \ntlL his bet) he makytii feste 

But al amydde hia flateiyiige 

With hia tayle hit wnH stynge 640 

And tavenyme & bo widi ahe 

She ya thenuyouse chaiyte 

That ya ay fala & semyffi wele 

So tumyth she hir fals whele 644 

A-boute for hit ya nothynge Btablo 

Now by the fyre now at the table 

For many con hath she thns I-blent 

She ya pley of enchauntement 648 

That semyth oon & ys not bo 

The f ala thef e what hatfi ahe do 

Tiowist thou by onie lorde I wnfi the eey 

At the chesse with me ahe gan to pleye 652 

With hjr fala dranghtya dyneree 

She stale on me & toke my Feiso 

And when I eaw my Fera a-waye 

Alias I konth no lengyr pleye dh/iu] 666 

But Boide fare wdt swete I-wya 

And fare wett ^ that euyr ther ys 

TherwyUi Fortune aeide cheke hei* 

And mate yn the myJ poynte of the chekere 660 

With a powne eiraunte allaa 

FuH craftyer to pleye she waa 

Than Athalus that made the game 

Fyrat of the cheese so was hya name 664 

Bat god wolde I had onya or twyea 

I konde & knowe the lapardyes 

That konde the Greke Pyttagoras 

T sholda haue pleyde the bet at chea 668 

And bepte my feis the bet ther-by 

And though wherto for trewlye 

I holde that wyesfi not worth a atie 

I had be neuyr the bet fur me 672 
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For Fortune kan so many a 'wyla 

Thei be but fow kan hii begyle 

And eke ehe jre the laB to blame 

My-self I wolde baue do the same 676' 

Be-fore god a8 I be as she [t«iiM,iiMk] 

She ought the more excosyd be 

For this I aey yet more th^to 

Had I be god & myght haoe do 680 

My 'wylle when she my Feie kanght 

I wolde haue drawe the same draugfit 

For alao wys god yene me Teste 

I dar wel swere he toke the beef* 684 

But thoro^ that draught I haue lomo 

My bliase alias that I was home 

Foi euyrmore I trowe trawlye 

For att my -wylle my luste holelye 688 

Is tninyd hut yet That to done 

Be owre lorde it ys to dey aone 

For no thinge I lene it nought 

Bat lyue & deye right yn this thought 692 

For thei nya planete in Fyrmament 

Ne yn eyre ne yn ertH no& Element 

That thei ne yeue me a yefte echofi 

Of wepynge when I am alloue 696 

For when that I avyBe me wefi [i«riu] 

And bethenke me eneryd^ 

How that ther lytfi yn rekenynge 

La my sorwe for no thynge 700 

And bow ther leuytb no gladnesse 

May glade me of my dyatreese 

And how I haue loste my suffysannce 

And theito I haue no plesaunce 704 

Thvai may I sey I haue right noi^ht 

And when t& this fallith yn my thongfit 

Alias thrai am I ouyicome 

For that ys done ys not to come 708 
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I hauQ moie sorwe then Tantale 

And when I herd this tale 

% Thus pitouBely aa I you teH 

Vnnetfi myglit T lengm dwdl 712 

Hid did myfl hette so much voo 

A good sii quoth I aey nat bo 

Haue som pite on yonte Katnre 

That fotmyd you to CKBtnie 716 

Bemembie yow of Socrates [itafieB.bMk] 

ffor he ne countyd that iq stieys 

Of nought tliat Fortune koude do 

Hfo qnoth he I kan not so 720 

Whi so good syi yis porde quoth I 

Ne nought so for trewlye 

Though ye had loste iiie FersyB twelue 

And ye fox aorwe mordryil youi*-selne 724 

Ye sholde he dampnyd yn this Esas 

By as good ry^t as Medea vae 

That slough hir childryB for lason 

And Phillya also for Demopholl 728 

Henge hii-self so welawaye 

For he had broke hye terme daye 

To come to hir an-othir rage 

Had dido the queue of Cartage 732 

That slough hii-self for Eneas 

was fols which a fole she was 

And Ecquo dy«J for N arcysus 

Nolde not lone hir & right thus 736 

Hath many an othii folye doK datiwsi 

And for Dalida died Sampsofi 

That slou^ hym-self wit& a pylere 

Bnt thei" is no man a lyue here 740 

wold for a fers make this woo 

whi BO quoth he it ys not eoo 

Thou woate fuH lytefi what ^U menyst 

I haue loBte more then thou wenyst 744 
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lo she ^at may "be qnoth I 

Good syr teH me b& hooly 

In what ■wise how whi & wherfor 

That ye ban thus youre blysse Ion 

Blithly quoth he com sytte a-douQ 

I teH it the vp a condicyoufi 

That thou ahalt holely with t& thi wytta 

Do thyn entente to herkne Mt 

yis syr Bwere thi tiouth theito 

Gladly do then holde her* lo 

I ehal light blithly so god me sane 

Holdy with aH the witte I hane 

Heie yon as weH as I kail 

A goddia half qnoth he & bigall 

Syr qnoth he tdth fiist I koutB 

Haue eny manor wytte fro youtli 

Or kyndely rndiistondynge 

To comprehende yn any ihynge 

what lone was yn myn owne wytte 

Dredles I hane enyr yitte 

Be tribntarye & yene rente 

To lone hooly with good entente 

And throgH pleeaunce Mcome hia thiaH 

with goo3 wyH body herte & a& 

&St this I pntte yn his seruf^ 

Ab to my lorde & did homage 

And fufi deuont«ly I prayed him) to 

He abulde biaetle myn herte so 

That hit plesannoe to him wero 

And wurehipe to my lady dere 

And this was longe & many a yera 

Or that myfi herte was set owghere 

That I did thus & nyete why 

I trow hit came me kyndely 

Fetanentni' I was therto moste aMo 

As a white w^ or a table 
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For it is ledy to kacb & take 

AH thai mea wuH thetyn make 

Wbethii that ao men wnH porteey or peynto 

Be the werkys neuyr so queynte 

And thilke tyme I ferde right bo 

I was ahle to haue lemyil tho 

And to haue konde' as well oi bettre 

Peranentre othir Arte or lettte 

Bat for looe kame fiiste yn my thongtit 

Therfoi I forgate it nonght 

[ 

no gap in the M8^ 

For-whi I toke hit of bo yonge age 

That malyce had my corage 

Nat that tyme tm^yd to ao-thynge 

Thoi^ to mochiU knowlachynge 

For that tyme youth my mastres 

Gou«myd me yn Idylnes 

FoT it was yn my fiist yontli 

And tho fuH liteH good I contll [>« 

For att my werkys were flyttynge 

That tyme & !& my thought varyenge 

AH were to me l-Hch good 

That I knew tho bnt thus it stood 

IT Hit happyd that I kame on a day 

In-to a chambre there that I say 

Trewly the feyrest company 

Of ladyefl that euyr man witA y 

Had seen to-gediis yn ofi place 

ShaH I clepe it happe othir grace 

That brought me there nay hat fortune 

That ys to lye foH comvne' 

The fala tiayteies paraera 

God wolde I konde clepe bir wets 

For now she worchith me fuH woo 

And I wufi t^ Bone whi bo 



dbv Google 



24 PAB.-TEST 

236 DETHB OP BLAUNCEX. BObLST MS. S88. 

Amonge thes ladies thnfl echoO 

Soth to seyn I eaugh ootL 

That %ras like nofi of the tovte [mrm] 

For I dar Bwef withoute dowte 820 

That aa the somoi^s Bomie bright 

Is fayrer cleTer* & hath more tight 

Than eny othir plauete in heuyll 

The mono or the stenya senyfi 821 

For c^ the woilda eo had she* 

Surmonntyd hem a3i of beaats* 

Of maner & of comlyiLesse 

Of Btatare & of so weU aet ghidnessB 828 

Of goodlihect & so we& beseye 

Shortly what shtJi 1 sey 

By god & bi halwys twelue 

Kit was my awete right a3i hii-selue 632 

She had so stedfast conntenaunce 

So noble porte & meyntenaonce 

And loue that had wdi herde my bona 

Had eapyed me thus sone 836 

That she fuH sone yn my thongtit 

Ab help me god ao was I kanght P««r us, buki 

So sodeynly that I ne toke 

TSo manei conna^ but at hit loke 840 

And at myn herte fo>whi hir yeli 

So gladly I trow myn herte syea 

That purely tho myn owne thougKt 

Seide it were bettre to serae hir for nought 844 

Then with an othii to be yrtR 

And it waa soth ibr enerydeU' 

I wnH a-non right t^ the why 

I saw hir daunce eo comelyly 818 

Carole & ayi^ ao awetely 

Lai^h & ploy so womanly 

And loke so debonayiely 

So goodly apeke & so frendly 853 
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That certys I trow that enynnoie 

Nae Beyn bo blisfoH A tresoie 

Foi enery here on hiiliecl 

Both to seyn it waa not red 

]7e nouthir yolwe ue browne it nas 

Me thought moste like it was 

And which yen my lady had 

Sebonayie goo<I glaJ & aa3 

Symple of good mochyll nought to wyde 

Therto hir lote nas not a-syde 

Ne onyrtwert but biaette bo weH 

Hit drewgh & toke Tp eueryddl 

AH that on h[i]r gan beholde" 

Hit eyen aeniyd a-non she wold a 

Haue mercy folya wendyn soo 

But it was neuyr the rathir doo 

Hit nas no countrefetyd thyi^ 

Hit was hir owne pore lokynge 

That the goddesse Dame fTatore 

Had made hem opyfi by meaure 

And cloos for were she uenyi so glad 

Hyr lokynge was not foly spraiJ 

Ne wyldly though that she pleyi? 

But enyr me thought hir yen seide ciHtii 

Be god my wiath ys t^ foryene 

Therwith hir luste so weH to leue 

That dnlnyaae was of hir a^rad 

She nas to aobre ne to glad 

In M thinges more meanie 

Had neuyi I trowe creature 

But many oon with hit loke she hort 

And that eate hir fi^ lyte at hert 

For she knew no thinge of her thought 

[ a line Uank in the MS.] 

Algate she ne rought of hem a stre* 
To gete hii loue no nerre was he 
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That Tonyil at home that he yfi ynde 

The formeet was alwey behynde* 

But goo3 folie ouyr afi othyr 

She louyd aa man may do his brothyr 

Of which loue she was wondyr lai^ 

In BkylfuH placys that T>er6 charge* 

Bat whidi a visage had she therto' 

Alias myfi hett ys wondyr woo 

That I ne kan dlekiyaeu hit 

Me lakkyth both englis^ & wyt 

For to vndo hit at the f uH 

And eke my spyritz be bo duH 

80 grete a thjmge for to deuyee 

I haue no wytte that kan eaffyse 

To comprehends hir heaute 

But thus much dat I sayn that she 

was white rody fressS & lyuely hewycJ 

And euery day hir heaute newyil 

And neygh hii face was aldiibest 

For certys Nature had such lest 

To make that feyre that trewly she* 

was hir chief Patrone of beauts' 

And chief ensample of eli Mr werke- 

And monstre for be hit neuyi so derke* 

Me thinketh I se hii enyr-mo 

And yet more-onyi though aH tho 

That eujT leuyd were now a-lyus 

N'e sholde a fonnde to dyakryue 

In (dl hir face a wyckyd syguo [i< 

For it was sad symple & benygne 

And which a goodly sofie specb 

Had that swete my lyuea lec£ 

So &endly & so weS I-groundyiJ 

Vp bS reson so w^ I-foundyiJ 

And so tretable to aH good 

That I dar swei* weH hi the rood* 



dbv Google 



DBTHE OF BLAUNCHE. BODLSy US. 088. 239 

Of Eloqaence was iienyr founde' 
So swete a sowuynge facouude' 
Ke trewar tongyd ne skomyd lasse* 
ITe bet koade hele that by the maaae 938 

I doiste sweiQ thongb the Pope it songe- 
That ther was yit uenyr tborogfi bir tonge' 
Man ne woman gretly bannyd' 

Ab for bit was aS barme byd' 932 

Ne lasse flaterynge yn bii woide* 
That potely bir symple recorde* 
was founde as trew as any bonde' 

Or ttoutb of any mannys honde' 936 

THo cMde she koude neuyi a d^ [Uar lii] 

That knowitb afi the woilde fnH weU 
But Bucb a faymesee of a necke* 

.^d tbat Bwete that bofi ne brecke* 910 

Nob tber noQ sene that myssate' 
Hit was white emotb etiei^t & pniv flatte 
Withonte hole oi caneH bofi 

Aa be semynge bad she nofi 944 

Hii thiote as I haae now memoiye 
Semyd a tonnde towie of Ivorye 
Of good gretnesse & nought to gret 

And good fayre white she bet 948 

That was my ladyes name lyghf 
She was both fayre & brygKt 
She bad not bii name wronge* 

Bight &yre shiddiys & body longa 952 

She bad & Aimys euery lyth 
Fattysdl Flessby not gret tberwitll 
Bight white hondya & nayles red' 

Bounde biestye & of good biede- Dc>fisi,i>ukj 956 

Hit hypes were* A BtTeigh[t] flatte bake- 
I knyw on Mi noS otbir lake 
Nat f^ bir lymes wer* put* sewynge 

In as ferre aa I had knowynge 960 
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Tlierto ehe konde so weV[ plej 

Whan that hit lost that I dai sey 

That she waa like to torche br^St 

That eneiy man may take of lygfit 964 

I-nough & hit hath neayi-the-lesse 

Of maner & of comlynesse' 

Bight BO ferde mj lady dere- 

ffor Buerj wight of hir manere* 968 

Might each I-noagS if that he volde 

If he had yen hii to beholde* 

ffor I dar swete weft if that ehe 

Had a-monge ten thousande be* 972 

She wold a be at the leste* 

A chieff Merrouie of aR the feste* 

Thongh thei had Btonde yn a towe [itmtn 

To menys yen konde bane knowe 976 

ffor wher so men had pleycJ or wakyJ 

Me thought the felishipe as nakycF 

Withoute hii that eawgh I' onya 

Aa A crowue withonte stonys 960 

Trewly she was to myn ye 

The soleyH ffenyx of Arabye 

ffor thei' leuyth neuyi but ooH 

He snch as she ne know I noofl 984 

To Bpeke of goodnease trewly she 

Had asmncb Bebonayrete 

Aa euyr had Hestre yn the bible' 

And more if more were poesible* 988 

And soth to Beyn therwithaH 

She had a wytte so genen^ 

6o hole enclyned to bS gooi 

That att hir wytte waa aette by the Rood* 992 

with-oute malyce vpofi gladnesae 

And therto I Baugh nenyr yet a lease lu^ ia», naok] 

HarmefoH then she waa yn dede 

I sey not that she ne had knowynge 996 
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Had koade no good aa thenkytb me 

And trewl; for to apeke of tioatfi 

Bat she had had- it had be loutb 1000 

Theiof ahe had so mac& hii dele* 

And I dar seyn & ewer* it wela 

That trout^ hiffl-aelf ouji oU & e^ 

Had choBe his maneie pryncypaB 1004 

In hii that vas his restynge place 

Therto she had the moate grace 

To hane stedfaat paiaeaeiannce 

And esy attempie gouemaance 1008 

That euyr I knev oi wyste yitte 

So puie suf&annt was hii wytte 

And reaoil gladly ahe Tndyratode'/ 

Hit folwycl weli that she was gooil [toitiM] 1012 

She vsyd gladly to do welt 

Thes were hir maners eu^iy deH 

Therwith ahe lonyd so wdt right 

She wionge do wolde to no wig&t 1016 

Ko wi^t myght do hir no shame 

She louyd so weH hyr owue name 

Hii luat to holde no wight yu honde 

ITe be thou syker she wolde not fonde 1020 

To hold no wight in balaunce 

By half worde ne by contenaunce 

But if men wolde vpon hir lye- 

Ne send men yn-to walakye 1024 

To sprewse & yn-to Tartarye 

To Aliaaundre & yn-to Totkye 

And byd hym faste o-noa that he 

Goo hoodies yn-to the drye see 1028 

And come horn by the carrenare 

And aey syi be now r^ht ware 

That I may of you here aeyA 

Wuishipe or that ye come a-geyfl [i«in93,i]Hiij 1032 
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She ne vsycl do auch. koackys emale 

But wherfor that I tctt my tale 

Bight on thia same that I haue seyde 

was hooly aB my loue leyde 

For certya she was that swete wyfe 

My Biiffyaannce my luste my lyfe 

Myn hape myfl hele & a& m.y blysse 

My worldya welfare & my godeese 

And I hooly hyree euerydeD 

By oure lorde quotiL I' I trow yoa weH 

Hardely yoare loue was well bisette 

I not how ye myght hane do hette 

Bette ue no wyght bo well quotli he 

I trow hit welt syr quoth !■ Parde 

Nay leue it weH syr boo do I 

I lene yon weH that trewly 

You thought that ehe was the beste 

All to beholde the aldyrfayrest 

who-ao had lotyi} hir with youre Eyefl 

with mya nay all that hii seyea 

Seyde & swore hit was soo 

And thoQ^ thei ne had I wolde thoo 

Haue louyd louyd* best my lady fre 

ThougS I hade had, aH the beaute 

That ettyr haij Alcypyades 

And aH the strength of Ercales' 

And therto had the worthynesse 

Of Alyaaundre & a^ the Eycheese 

That euyr was yn babyloyne 

In Cartage or yn Macedoyne 

Or yn Borne or yn Nynyve 

And to also as hardy be 

As was EctoT so haue I ioye 

That Achilles slough at Troy 

And theifor was he elayu also 

In a temple for both two 
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Were slayn he & Antjlegyaa pNfuiiwck} 

And 80 seith Daiea £&;gjas 

For loue of Poloxena- 

Or hefi as wya as Mynerra 1072 

I wolde euyr withoute dredo 

Haue louyd hir for I must nede' 

Nede' nay trewly I gatbe now 

Nought nede & I wuH teH how 1076 

ffor of good wyH myn hert it wolde 

And eke to loue hir I was holde 

As for fajteet & the T>este 

She was as good so haue I reste 1080 

Aa euyr was Penolope of grece 

Or aa the noble wyfe Lucrece 

That was the heste he tellitfi thus / 

The Eomayne Tyt«s Lyayva 1084 

She wa& aa gowl & no-thinge lyke 

Though hir stoiyes be Autentyke 

Algate she was as trewe as she 0^ '>» 

But wherfore that I trfl the- 1088 

when I first my lady say 

I was right yonge soffi to say 

And foH grete nede I had to leme* 

when my herte wolde yeme 1092 

To loue it was a gret emprjse 

But as my wytte toude best Buffyse 

Aftyr my yonge childly wytte 

withoute drede I besette hytta 1096 

To loue hir yn my heste wyse 

To do hir wnishipe & the scruyee 

That I koude tho be my trouth 

withoute feynyi^e outhir sloutfi 1100 

For wondir fayne I wolde hir ae 

So mochil hit amendid me- 

That whan I saugh hir first a-morwe 

I was waishid of aft my sorwe 1101 
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Of alday «ttji tyH it were eue V^ n». !>«*] 

Me thought no thinge myght me greue 

Were my sorwjs neuyr so emerte 

Aad yet she sytte so yn myn herte 1 108 

That hy my trouth I nolde nought 

For aS this worlde oute of my thou^t 

Leae my lady no trewly 

Now by ray tronth syi quotii I 1112 

Me thinketti ye haue such a channoe 

As Bhryfte withonte Tepentatince' 

Eepentannce nay fy quoth he 

Shold I now lepente me lUC 

To loue nay certya than wer* I weH 

wei8 then waa AchetofeB 

Or Antenoie so haue I ioye 

The traytor ttiat betniysed Troya 1 1 20 

Or the fale Genelloa 

He that purchaeyd' the treaofl 

Of Eowland & Olyueie 

STay while I am a-lyue here 1124 

I nyfi foiyete hii neuyi mo PhTim] 

Now good syr quoth I thoo 

Ye haue weH tolde me her* Wore 

It ye no nede teheise it more 11 2S 

How ye eaugh hir first & where 

But wolde ye UM me the manere 

To hir whii£ waa youie finte specfi 

Theiof I wolde yon beeecB 1132 

And how she knew fyrst youi* thought 

whethii ye louyd hir or nought 

And tellith me eke what ye haue lore 

I herd you t(£ hei* bifore 1136 

ye he e^e thou noste what thou menyst 

I haue loete more then thou wenyst 

what losae ys that quoth I tho 

NyH she not loue you ys hit so 1 1 10 
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Or haae ye ought dofi a-m7s / 
That she hath lefte you ye hit this 
For godys lone teH me ^ / 
Before god quot£ he & I ahatt 
I aey right as I haue aeyde 
On hyi* wafl all my loue leyde 
And yet she nyst it not neayr a dett 
fTongbt longe tyme leue it w^ 
For be right siker I dorste noug&t 
For 1^ this votlde t^ hir my thought 
No I Tolde haue wrathyd hir trewly 
For woatow whi she was lady 
Of the Ixtdy she had thd herte 
And who hatll that may not asterte 
But for to kepe me fro ydylnesso 
Trewly I dyd my besynesee- 
To make songys as I beet koude 
And ofte tyme I songe hem lowde 
And made songys thus a grete doH 
Ait-thongh I koude not make so weS 
SoT^ya to know the Arte aS 
As feoude Lamekys / son TubaH 
That foade out fyrste the Arte of songe 
For as hia hrotherys hanieiys ronge 
Ypoa his Anuelet vp & deutt 
Therof he toke the fyrste souo 
Biit Grekys seyn Pyotagoras / 
That he the fyrst fynder was / 
Of the Arte Aurora tellitl! so 
But theiof no fois of hem two 
^ A^atys songys thus I made 
Of my felynge myS herte to glade 
And lo thus was althyi fyrste 
I not wher it were the fyrst 
Loide it makyt^ myn herte light 
when I thenke on that swete wyght 
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That jB so aemely oQ to se 

And wf ssti to god it mygllt bo be 

That she irolde holde me for hii knjg&t 

My lady that ye ao feyre & brygEt [k^m.tac*] 1180 

Sow haue I tolde the aoth to Bay 

My firsts Bonge vpon a day 

I be-thougbt me what woo 

Ana sorwe that I suffryd thoo 1 184 

For hir & yet ehe wyate it nought 

Ne teB hir durete I not my thought 

Alias thought I y kan no rede 

And but I tett bii I am bnt ded USS 

And if I teH hir to sey right sotll 

I am a-draiJ ahe wuH be Tpotb 

Alias what aht^ I then doo 

In this debate I was bo woo 1192 

Me thought myn hert brast a-tweyA 

8o at the laate eotti to seyfi 

I bethought me that Nature 

Ne formyd neuyr yn creature 1196 

So much beaute trewly 

And bounte withoute mercy 

In hope of that my tale I tolde {lurus] 

With Borwe as that I neuyr shulde 1200 

For nedya & mawgre myn HecF 

I moate haue tolde hir or be ded 

I not w^ how that I biganne 

FnH euylt reherse hit I kaQ 1204 

And eke as help me goi wtt&-tdt 

I trow hit waa yn the dysm^ 

That waa the .x. wonndys of Egypta 

For many a worde I ouyrskypte 1208 

In my tale for pure fere* 

Lest my woidys mya-aette were 

With aorvefutt herto & wonndya del 

Softe & quakynge for pore drede* 1212 
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And Bbame & atyntynge yn my tale 

For feide & mya hewe aH pale 

FuH ofte I wex botb pale & red 

Bowjnge to hir y henge the Led [iwrmt«A] 1216 

I dnrete not onys loke hyi on 

For wytte matieT & aH was gOU 

I eeyde mercy & no more 

Hyt uas no game it sate me scoe 1220 

So at the laate aot£ to eeyQ 

When that myfi herte 'was come a-geyn) 

To telle shortely aH my spec^' 

with hool herte I gan hir bcBoch 1224 

That ahe wolde be my lady swete 

And aweie & gan hir hertely hete 

Euyr to be etydfast & trow 

And loae hir alwey freashly neT 1228 

And neuyr odyr lady hane 

And bA hir wnrahipf for to sane 

Aa I beete koude I ewore hir this 

For yoniya ys aB that euyr ther ya 1232 

For eudrmore myQ herte swete 

And neuyr to 6da you but I mete- 

I nyl aa wya god help me so Oni ut] 

And when I had my tale I-do 1236 

God wote she Acountyi) not A atie 

Of aft my tale so thought me 

To tdl shortly ryght as hit ys 

Trewly hir Answer* it iroa this 1340 

I kan not now weH countrefete 

Hii wordia but this was the grete 

Of hir Ansuere she seyde nay 

Afl outerly alias tliat day 1344 

The sorvre I suf&yd & the woo 

That trewly Cassandra that boo 

Bewayled the deatructyofi 

Of Troy &of Ilyon 1248 
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Had neuyr such sorwe as I tho' 

I dutst BO more say ther-to 

For pure fere but stale a- way 

And thus I lyned fuH many a day 1253 

That trewly I had no nedo 

Ferthir ihea my beddys hede 

Ifeuyr a day to sech aorwe [tanss.hac*] 

I fonde it redy euery morwe 125G 

For-whi I louyj hii yn no gere 

So hit bifeH an othii yeie 

I thought onys I wolde fonde 

To do hii knowe & Tndiratonde 1S60 

My WOO' & she wdl vndirstode 

That I ne wilnet) no thinge but goodo 

And vurshipe & to kepe hir name 

Ouyr afi thinges & drede bii shame 1264 

And was so beay hjr to senie 

And pite were I shnlde steiue 

Sith that I wylned non harme I-wya 

So vhen my lady knewe sS this 1268 

My lady yaf me aS holely 

The noble yefte of hir meicy 

Sauynge hit wnrahipe by a& weyea 

Diedeles I mene noQ othir weyes 1372 

And therwiffi ahe yaf me a ryngo 

I trow it was the first thynge 

Bat yf mytl hert was I-wax« [imdwj 

Glad that ys no node to axe 1276 

As help me god I was as blyne 

Beyaed as feo deth to lyne 

Of aH hapya the Aldirbest 

The gladest & the moste at reste 13S0 

For trewly that swete wight 

Whan I had wionge & she the tigHt 

She wolde alwey so goodly 

Foryene me so debonaytely 1284 
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la ^ my yonth jn ^ chaimce 
She toke me yn hii goaemaonce 
Therwitfi she vas alvey eo trewe 
Owre ioye was euyr I-Iiche oewe 
Owie hertis weren so eayn A psijn 
That nenjr mis that on conttayre 
To that othii tot no woo' 
For audi I-licti thei suffrid tho 

00 hlisae & eke oo Borwe botU 
I-lich thei were both ghu) & wroUl 

AH was T8 oon withoute were V* 

And thus we leuyd fnU many a yer* 
So weH I kan not teH how 
Syr quotS I whei" ia she now 
Wow quoth he & stynte A-noa 
Theiwith he wex as ded as stoll 
And aeid Alias that I was boro 
That was the losse that hei'-bifore 

1 tolde the that I h&^ lome 
Bethenke how I eeide hei' befome 
Thow wost fol hteU what thoa roenyst 
I haue loste more then thou wenyst 
God wote Alias right pat was ahe' 
Alias sir how what may that be 

She ya ded- Nay yes be my tjroutll 
Is that youi' loaae bigo4 it ys loutl! 
And widl that worde i^ht a-nofi 
They gan to atiake forth aS was dofi 
For that tyme the harte huntynge 
With that me thought that this kynge 
Gan homeward for to ryde 
Tn-to a place was ther bisyde 
Which was from va but a lyte 
A longe CaateH wifH wallya white 
Be aeynt lohQ on a riche hyll: 
As me mette bat thus it fyH 

BODUer 638 
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Kiglit thua ma mette as I yon teH 
That jn the CasteB ther was a beH 
Ab it liad smyte owtjb twelue 
Therwitb I a- woke my-selue* 
And fonde mo lyenge ja mj bed 
And the boke that I had red 
Of Alchyone & Seys the kynge 
And of the godya of elepynge 
I foade it in myS honde fuH euyli 
Thonght I this ys bo qneynte a Bwenyfi 
That I wuH be piocesae of tyme 
Fonde to put this sweuya yn lyme 
Ab I kan best & that a-noK 
This was my sweuyfl now hit ys doD 

EzpUolt Tits Bok« Of the I>ach«M«./ IL [1] 

p IL {a/to- Ducheese.) ] 



dbv Google 
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1. HAELEIAN MS. 7578. 
2. THE MARQUIS OF BATH'S LONGLEAT MS. 268. 



(1) IJferadireataCapidittiBBiniitotlbut [Hacaleve'B;jrri«t«if|- 

(2) Vnum Carmen. 

(5) Templum Titreum (leaf 1-83) [Ljdgate'B Temple of OloB ; 
printed] . 

(i) Da folio Ic flore', ['The Flower and Leaf,' formerly 
attributed to Chancer ; often printed.'] 

(6) BxclamBtio marttj (Uapmf., If 19-64) [CHAUCBB'S : 
printed in tke BupplemBntary Parallel-TextB, p. 113-153.] 

(6) Bxolamatio da morte pietati* (\<»i B5-67) [CHAUOBB's: 
printed hert, p. 263]. 

(T) CoDgregaoio domiaarum (leaf 68-76). [The Assenibla of 
I^dfes. "For Beptembre at Uie faUing of the leaf;" 
printed in Stime't and the blaei-lett»r Chaueeri.] 

(8) Eiolamatio Anelide contra Aroite (It 78-84) (Chaucbr'b : 
printed «t tke Bnpplementaiy Parallel-TexU, p. 3B-66]. 

(9) FaHiamentam Aniiun. (If 86-101) [Cbattobs^ : printed 
in the Sapplementarj Farallel-Textg, p. 2*]. 

(10) Deoculo&ooTde (leaf 102-119): [_pri»ted by Wynh/n d« 
Wbrde and the RoxJturghe Club], 

(11) La bale dame sans meroy (leaf 120-136) \o/t»it printed], 

(12) De Buatioo & Aul (leaf 137-117) [Lydgata'a > Chorle & 
Byrde'i ^enprinted\. 

' First printed by gpeght in 1698. The epelling and other 
peoullaritieB of this print ahoald be oompard with those of tbe 
remaining poems in Lord Bath's M3., fnclndlng Chaucer's here. 



dbv Google 



EABL. US. 7fi7S. 



THE COMPLAINT TO PITT. 

[ffarl. 7678 (vellum), le^fU, back.] 

(1) [77ie Proem.] 

[P] itee that" I HanB songht ao yoore 
With herte Bore fal of heny peine 
That iu thu vodde was no wight veer 

With oute the deth and if I ehal not fayne 

My purpose was to pitee foi to compleyne 

Vppon the cruel tyxanje 

Of loue / that for my trought doith me dye 

(2) [ITieStoi^.] 
And vhan that I by lenth of certuae yeres 
Hadde eueie in oon / a tyme sought to speke 
To pite I ramie / al 'bo^preynt with teerea 
To p[i]eyea hii on cruelte ma wieke 
But ei I might with any worde oute breeke 
Or tellen any of my paynea amerto 
I fonde her dede and buried ia an herte 

(S) 
A downe I felle / whanno that I fiangh ^e herse 
Deede as stone while that the swongh laete 
But Tp I Boos with colonrea wel diueras 
And piteoualye on her myne eyen oaste 
And nere the corae/ I gan to presen faste 
And for the sonle I shope me for to pniye - 
I was but lome there was noon othre waye. 
HARL. 7S78 
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TKB COMPLAINT TO PITT. 

[7^ Mar^iw of BaiKa Longleat MS. 268, paper and 
vellum, ab. 1460, le(^f 55.] 

(1) [The Proem.] 

p ite that I hane songllt so yore ^^ pnf H,f^«r] I 
Witli hert sore and fol of be&j payne 
That in this 'Worlde vraa nener wight so voo 

Withoute detfi and if I shal not fayne i 

My ponrpofl was to pite to complayne 

Ypon tile Cmelte and l^r^umye 

Of lone that for my tionthe doitS ma dye 1 

(2) [TheSion/.] 

And that by lengb of certayn yeres i 

Hade eno; in oon soaght a tyme to speke 

To pite Banne al dispieynt with terea 

To praien hir' of craelte me a-wieko 11 

But or I miglkt viih any woide onto hreke 

Or telle hir* any of my paynes smart 

I founds hii' dede and buried in an hart li 

(3) 
Dnwne I felle whafl I sawe the horse 1£ 

Dede as a atoofl while the sowne me last 
But Tp I Boss with coloui* M diuetse 
And pitnooaly on hii* myn yen I cast IE 

And neirei the Corps I gan piese fast 
And foi the sonle I shope me to pray 
I was but lome there was no more to say 21 

LONQLBAT SSS 
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W 

Thus ame I elayne eith tliat pitee ia dede 

Alas that day / that eueie shulde falle 

What maner man / dar nowe heue Tp hia hede 

To whom ahal any soTowful harte calls 

Nowe craeltee hath caste to aleeu ts alle 

In ydel hope folkee nedlea of payne 

Sith aheo ia and to whome we shulle va compleyns. 

(5) 
But yet encreaith me thia wondre newe 
That none wight woote that aheo ia dede but I 
So many a man) that in her tyme here knewe 
■ And yet sheo deide not sodeynlye 
For I haue soi^ht her ful beayly 
Sith firat I hadde witte oi any mynde 
But sheo was dede / or that I coode hei fynde 

•(6) 
A-boateu the heise theer stoden loustelye 
With-oute any woo as thought mea 
Bounte pleaaed wefi amed and rechdye 
And &eaah beute luste and lolite 
AsBured maner tonght and honeate 
Wisdam astate dreede and gooernaunce 
Confetered both by honde and assuraunce 

p) 

A Compleynt hadde I write in my honde [loni: 

For to haue pitee / to pntte as a bille 

Eat whanne I alle thiae companye fonde 

That lather wolde eaery cause apille 

Thanne do me helpe I holde my compleynt Btille 

For to fat folk with-oute any fayle 

With-oute pitee may no bille a-vaile 

QARL. 757 s 
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(4) 
Thus am I alayne situ that pite is dede [■■■iH.bHk] 22 
Aim Uiat dfiy that euer it Bhnlde &lle 
What manere man darre noT holde vp hie hede 
To whom Bhal now an; sorowful hert calle 26 

Now Gruelto hath cast to sloe vs alle 
la jdeli hope folks redelesse of payee 
Sithe she is dede to whom shul we complayne 28 

(6) 
But yet encieesith me this wondie aewe 29 

That aoo wi^t wote that she is dede hat I 
So many men ae ia hii' tyme hu^ knewo 
And yet she died so aoudenly 32 

Fot I hane sought hii> eaer fol besily 
Sithe I hade first witte or mynda 
Bat ehe was dede or I oowde hii* f^de 36 

(6) 
Abought hii' heise there atoden lastly 36 

Withoute any moo as thought me 
Bounte perfit wille anned aad Richely 
And fresebe heaute lust and lolyte 39 

Assured manete yong and honeste 
Wisdam estate diede and gonemaunce 
Confetered hothe by bonde and aliaunce 42 

C) 

A Complaint Hade I wiltea in myn hande D«f m, huh] 43 

To hane put to pite as a hille 

Bat I al this companye there foonde 

That rather wold al my ratnee spUle 46 

Than doo me haipe / I hilde my playnt stille 

For that folbe withoute any fayle 

Withoute pite there may aoo Iiiile availle 49 

LONOLE&T 2SH 
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(8) 
Thanne leoe I alle thise vertues saoe pits 
Eepiuge the corse as ye haue herde me sayne 
Coufeteiod by bonds of cnieltoe 
And both assented whanne I shalle be slayue 
And I hane patte yp my compleint a-gaine 
For to ray foos my bille I dar not ahewe 
The effecte of matere seith thus in wotdes fewe 

(9) \The BUI qf Oomplamt.} (Tern I. 1) 
51 Hombleste of beite biest of leuerenoe 
Bonyngne floure corone of vertnes alle 
Scbewetb vnto youre aomieraine excellence 
Tonre aeruaunt if I durst my silfe BO caile 
His mortal haime whiche be ia in foUe 
And not al oonly for hie enel fiire 
Eut for youre lenoune as that I shal declare 

(10) (L2) 

It standeth thua yonte contiarie cmelte 
Alied ya to yonde youre regalie 
Yntkr' coloore of wonmianly beawte 
For men sbul nat knowe her tyrannye 
With bonnte gentilneese and curteaie 
And hath depriueth yon of youre place 
That bight bewte apportenaimt of grace 

(11) (1.3) 
For kendelioh be youie heritage right 
Ye been annexed euer to bounte 
And veiely ye outhon do youre might 
To helpen trouthe in hie adneraite 
Te beeth also the oorowne of beeute 
And certea and if ye wante in bis waye 
The worlde is lome / ther ia no more to aaye 

HARU 7678 
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(8) 
Than lene al vertoes eauf oonly pite 50 

Keping the Goipe as ye Itaue haide mo saiene 
Confedered by bounde and by Cruelte 
And be assented whan I ehal be slayne 63 

And I haue put vp my complamt agayne 
For to my foes my bille I darre not sbewe 
Tbeffecte of whicbe saitjl tlins in wordis fewe 56 

(9) [The Bill of Oomjplaint.'] (Tern 1. 1) 
Humblest of hert highest of Reuerence 57 

Seuigne flonie crowne of vertuea alle 
Shewith vnto youre Boictl excellence 
Toure seniaunt if I me durst so calle 60 

His mortal harme in vhiche he is &lle 
And nought al oonly for his euyl fare 
Bnt for yooie Eenovfi as he shal declare 63 

(10) (1.2) 
It standith thus that youre contiaiye cruelte p«tM,tiKk] Si 
Alied is ayeinat youre Regallyte 
Vndie colow' of womanly beaute 

For men shnld not knowe hii* Tirannye 67 

Witft Bonnte gentilneese and curteaye 
And hatb depreued yon of youi' place 
That is high bonnde appertenauntc to your grace 70 

(U) (1.3) 
For kjndely by yooi' heritage Eight* 71 

Ye be anmexed euer Tnto bonnte 
And verrily ye anghf doo yoni* mights 
To helpo Trouthe in his aduersite 74 

Te be also the Orowne of beaute 
And certis if ye want in these twayne 
This worlde is lore there is nomore to saiene 77 

LONOLEAT SSS 
ODD TEXTS, 17 
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(12) (Tern IL 1) 
Eke what availeth manei of gentUnease 78 

With youre beninge and faiie creature 
Shal cruelte been now cure goaemeBae 
Alas what hette maj that endure 81 

Wherf oie but ye the lather take cure 
To breeke these pereones alliaunce 
Ye sleeth hem that beeth of youre obeisaunce 64 

(13) (112) 
And further ovete if ye euffire this [iHnt, (wJc] 86 

Youre renotine ia foi-do with a throwe 
Ther shal no mau wete what paine ia 
AUaa that euere yonte renoufie ehulde be so lowe 88 

Ye beith also fio youre heritage throwe 
By cruelte that ocupielh youre place 
And we despeired that seken to youre grace 91 

(U) (as) 

HaUB mercy oon me therfot Yettouea Queene 92 

That you haue sought so trenly and bo yoore 

Lette some streme of youre light on me be seene 

That loueth and dreedeth you euer lenger more 95 

!Foi soith for to saye I beie the sore 

And thaugh I be not konnynge for to pleyne 

For godia loue haue meicy oon my peyne. 98 

(15) (Temlll.1) 
My paiue is this that what so I desire 99 

That hane I nought / ne non thinge like J erto 
And euer set desire my herte on fyre 
Eke on that other side / wher so I goo 102 

What manere thinge / that may encrese woo 
That haue I ledy vnsouth euery where 
Mo lakketh but my detJl / and thanne my beere 105 

BARL. Te7a 
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(12) {Tbm 11. 1) 
Eke nhat availletK maneie of gentilnesBe 78 

Withoute you benigne Creature 
Shal Cmelte be youi* gonemesse 

Alas what hert may it long endure 81 

WLerfore but ye rather take cure 
To breke tbat perilous aliaonce 
Ye alee theim that ben vudre your obeissaunee 84 

(13) (n. 2) 

And further oner if ye suffre this [i«r w, i»kh>] 85 

Toute EenowH is for-doo in a throwe 

There shal no man wite what pite is 

Alas that ener youi' Eenovn is falle so lowe 88 

Ye be also fro youi* heritage I-throwe 

By Oruelte that occupiel£ your place 

And We dispaiied that sekeu your grace 91 

(H) (IL3) 
Eaue mercy on me thou hereiune' qtiene ['whmiam] 92 
That thou haue songhf so tenderly and so yore 
Lete Bumme streme of lighf on me be sene 
That loue and drede you euer lenger the more 95 

For Bothely for to aaien I here so sore 
That though I be not connyng for to playno 
For goddis loue haue mercy on my payne 98 

;i5) {Tern III. 1) 
My payne is this that what I desire 99 

That haue I not ne noo thing like thereto 
And euer aetteth desire niyn hert on fire 
Eke on that other side where so I goo 102 

"What maneie thing that may encresse my woo 
That haue I redy vnaongtlt euery where 
Me laketfi but deth / ^d than my here 105 

L0Nai.BAT Sse 
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(16) (HI. 2) 

What nedetb hit ehewe parcellea of my peyne 
Sith enery woo that herte may be-thenke 
I auffre and yet y dar uot to you compleine 
For wele I vote though I wake or winke 
You reccheth not / whethre I flete or synke 
Yette neuer the lees / my trough I ehal susteyne 
Vnto my deth and that shal well be seyne 

(17) (HI 3) 
This ifl to aeye I wol be youre euere 
Though yo me slee by cruelte youre foo 
Algatea my spiete ahal neuere disseuere 
!Fro youie seruice for any paine or woo 
Kowe pite that I haue Bought so yore agoo 
Thus for youie deith I may wel wepe and pleyne 
With herte bom / aud ful of besy peyne 
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THE OOHFLEYIfTB TO PITE. 

(16) (III. 2) 

What nedith to shews pantiles of my payne B-tsj, ti^ 

SilJi eueiy voo that hert may bethynke 

I aiifire and yet I darre not to you playne 

For wel I wote though I wake or wynte 109 

Ye Bekke not whether I fiete or aynke 

And nethelesse yet my tiouthe I shal snateyne 

Ynto my dethe and that shal wel be eixjii-^ 112 

(17) (in. 3) 

This is to aaien I wol he enera 113 

Though ye me slee by crndte youi foo 

Algate my spiiit ahal neuer diaaeuere 

Fro youre sendee for any payne or woo 116 

Sithe ye !» yet dede alaa that it is aoo 

'Ihua for yonie dethe I may wel wepe & playne 

With hert sore and f ul of hesy payne 119 

Hete enditb thexclamacioQ 
of the dethe of pile 

[Follotm : " the boke of Aaaemble De Dames," leavea 

88—75. 
heg. : " In Septembre at the foiling of the leef." 
ends: "Bede wett my dieme for now my tale is doofi. 

Here enditfi the boke of 
Assemble De Dames."] 
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PEPyS MS. 2006. 

(For A dozen other MSS. of this Poem see the ParaJM-Text 
and Supplementary Paralld-Text editions ; and for two 
other Bits of it, pages 1-21 above.) 
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PABLAMENT OP POULBS. PEPyS MS. SOOe. 265 

The parlament of fowles. 

[Pepys M3. 2006 (paper), p. 127, in hand B, 
ab. 1440-50 A.D.] 

[667 Knet out of 694. gi igfor g with an upcarl.} 

(1) {The Pro^] 
[T] He lif BO flhort the craft ao longi to lume {vf mi 

The assay so harde so sharpe the conqderyng* 
The dredeful loye alle wey that slitte so yeme 
Alle this mane I by loTe that my feelyng' 4 

AstoynetlL wyth his wonderfiil werkyng" 
So sore I-wis that whan I on hym thynfe 
Ne wots I well whejjer I flete or synke 7 

(2) 
IT For alio he that I know not love in dede 
ITo wote how he quyteth folk her hyre 
Yet happeth me ful oft on bokea for to rede 
Of his myracles and of his cruel Ire 1 1 

The rede I well he wul be lord and syre 
I dar not eey his strokea ben so sore 
But god save awyche a lorde I say no more 14 

(3) 
% Of vsage what for lust what for looro 
On bokes red I oft as I yow tolde 
But why I speke alle this not yore 

Agoone it happed me to be-holde 18 

Vpon a boke wrytten wyth letters old 
And \er vpon a oerteigne thyng* to leme 
The lang* day ful fast and yeme 21 

(4) 
IT For onte of olde feldes as men seith 
Cometh alle this new oome fro yer to yere 
And onte of olde bokes in gode feith 
Cometh alle these newe science ))at men leeie 25 

To lede forth it gan me delite 
But now to purpos of this mature 

That alle the Iong< day me thought but lite 28 

PEPIB sooe 
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m 

V This boke of whyche I make menctoiai 
Entitled wta alle ther as ahal I telle 
Tulina of the diem of Cipioun 
Chapitrees asTene it had of heven and helle 
And erth and sowles fiat per in dwelle 
Of wheche as shortly as I can tiete 
Of his sentence I wil yow sey |i* grete 

(6) 
^ Fiist telletii it vhan Gipion was come 
In aniiike how he meteth maasanyse 
That hym for loy in annea hath I-nome 
Than telleth he hii apeche and alle the Isliese [p>e* ikj 
That waa betwen hem til the day gan mysae 
And how lus Aonctur AfFrican so deeie 
Gan in his alepe tbat n^ht to hym apeie 

m 

IT Than t«lleth that from a erteiry place 
How Af&ican hath hym cartage ahewde 
And warned hym be-foi of alle his grace 
And seide hym what man lered of lewed 
That loreUi comyu profite wel I-thewed 
He ahal in to a blesf ul place wende 
Ther loye is wyth outen eny ende 

(8) 
% Than axed he yf folk that hei ben dede 
Han lif and dwellyng" in eny o}er place 
And Affiican seide ye wyth owten eny diede 
And how owie pr^ent now lives space 
Ment but a maner deth what wey we trace 
And rightful folk ahal gon aftwr they dey 
To heven and shewed hym the Galaxie 
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(9) 
^ Thenn ewede he hym the litil eith that here is 
At regarde of the hevenes quantite 
And aftunmde shewed he hym the nyne epeies 
And aftwr that f° molodye faerde he 60 

That Cometh of thilk Bpeies thryes thn 
That voiles of musik ben and melodye 
In thia world here and cause of Armonye C3 

(10) 
IF Thann seide he to hym syn erth was lite 
And ful of tourment and of hard grace 
That he no shuld hym in this world delit« 
Thenn told be hym in certeyn yeres space G7 

That enery atene shnld com in to hie place 
Ther it was fiist and alle ahoU out of mynd 
That in this world ie doon of all maniynde 70 

(11) 

IT Thenn preyed hym Scipion to tell hym alio 

The wey to come in to hevenes bliase 

And he seide first know thy self Immortale 

And loke ay besyly that thow werche and wyse 74 

To comyn profits and thow Shalt not mysse 

To com swyftely vn to jHtt place dere 

That ful of blis is and of sowles cleere 77 

(IS) 
IT But breteia of y law eoth to seyn 
And licorouB folk aftur pai they Iran dede 
Shul whiile abowt« the wordel all wey in peyn 
Till many a worU be passed out of drede bag* i»] 81 
And thenn foryeyen all her wykked dede 
Thenn shul they com in to Jwt bliasod place 
To tbe wheche to com god send f grace 84 
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(13) 

H The day gau faileu and y derk nyglit 

That Teueth bestes from here hesjuesse 

Ser&ft me my boke for lake of light 

And to my bed gan I me for to dresse 88 

Fnlfilled wyth thought and besy hevynesae 

For both I hftdd that thyng* that [I] ne wdde 

And eke I ne had that thyng* that I wolda 91 

(U) 
% Bat Qmally my spynte at the last 
For wery of my labour alle fat day 
Toke leet that made me to slepe fast 

And in my slepe I mett as I lay 95 

How Aifricaa in that silf aray 
That Cipion hym saugh be-for fat tyde 
Was come and etode at my beddes syde 98 

(16) 
fl The wery hnnter Blepyng" in his bede 
To wode ayen his mjnde goth a-nofi 
The luge dremeth how his plees ben spede 
The Carter dremeth how his cart is gon 102 

The ryche of gold the knyght fyghteth wyth his foon) 
The sike mette he hath dronk of the tonne 
The loner metetli that he bath hia lady wonne lOS 

(16) 
If Ean I not aeyn yf that the canae were 
For I had rende of Affiican be fome 
That made me to mette fat he etode \et 
But thus seide he thow hast y so well horn 109 

In lokyng< of myn old boke to-toma 
Of wheche Macrobye ronght not a lite 
That somdel of thy labour will I the quyte 112 
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(17) [Invocation.] 
% Citheta thow blesfiil lady Bwete 

That wyth thy fiiebronde datmtest whom thow liat 

That madest me this sweuen for to mete 

Be thow mjn help in this for fo\i maist beet 116 

As wyeely as I aaugh fi* north northwest 

"When I gan my swenen for to write 

So yef me myght to rym and to endite 119 

(18) [ITte Story.] 

% Tbia foiseid Af&ican one hynt vp a-uoni 

And furth wjth hym to a gate me brought 

Eygbt of a park walled wyth grene eton tiv i*»J 

And aaer the gate wyth 1ett«ra large I-wiought 123 

The wer vers I-wiyten as me thoogbt 

On eyfwi" eyde of full grete difference 

Of whecbe I shal eey the pleyn eeiitonce 126 

•(19) 
^ Thugbt me men goon in to (at blesful place 
Of hertee hele and dedely woondes cnie 
Thurgh me men gon to the well of grace 
There grene and Insty may ebal eii«r indure 130 

This ie (° wey to all gode anentuie 
Be glad |k)u redar and thy aorow of< cast 
A-lone am I paeae in and aped y fast 133 

(20) _ 
IT Thurgh me men gon fen spake f o}6r ayde 
Yn to the mortal strokes of Y' epere 
Of wheche deadeyn and datii^;n- is y gyde 
Tbei neuer tree ahal frnto ne leyea bere 137 

Thia etrem yow ledeth to the sorowful were 
Tber as the fishe in person is alle diye 
The eacbayng'ia oonly the reme[dye]' [i<if*<>aiaor*>u4] 
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(21) 
T Thyse vera of gold and biak I-wiiten were 
The wlieche I gan aatoned to be-faolde 
For wyth oon encreaed al my fere 
And wyUi )>at oper be gan myn bert bolde 

[No gap in the MS.] 
No wytt had I for errotir for to cbese 
To entie oi fleen ot me to save or lese 



IT For right as betwyx adamandea two 
Of eaeu myg< a pece of Iran sette 
Ke bath no mygbt to moven to ne fro 
For what ^ot on doth hale f' ofer lette 
Ferd I }at nnst whejur me wer bett« 
To entre or leTe / til Aflrican my gyde 
Me bent and shof in at p' gates wyde 



If And eeid it atant wiiten in thy face 
Thyn errour though thow tel it not to me 
But drede y not to com in to tbia place 
For this WTytyng< ie no thyi^ ment by the 
He by non but be loves servant be 
For fK)u of love hast lost p' tast I gyase 
As a sik man bath of awete and bitemesse 

(24) 
If But natbeles al though pat poM be dull 
It that thow canst not do yet mayst thow see 
For mony a man that may not stand a puUo 
Yet liketh it hym at wraatlyng* for to be 
And demeth yet whether he do bett or he' 
And yef thow haddest konsyng< to endite 
I shal the shew matere of to wryte 
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(25) 
IT Wyth that myn hand in hu he tok a-non 
Of wlieche I connfort caught and went in fast 
But lord BO I was gladd and wel be-goon 
Foi oner alle where that I myn yen cast 172 

Were treea clad wyth leef that eaer ahol laat 
Eche in his kynde of colour fresh and grene 
Ab emeiawde that loie it was to seene 175 



IT The bUdai ek and eke the hardy Aashe 
The pylet Elm the coofie to careyn 
The boxtre pypar / holme to whippes laighahe 
The Beylyng* firre the Cipres deth to pleyn 
The ehet^ ew the aspe for shaftes playn 
The Olyf of pees and eke the dioimken vyne 
The Victor palme the lawrer to deyne 

(27) 
IT A gardya aangh I fill of bloomy boww 
Ypon a lener in a gren mede 
Ther as jiat awetnesse euannoie I-now is 
Of flowres whyta blew yelow and rede 
And cold welatremes and no thyng* dedo 
That ewymmyn foil of amal fishes lite 
Wyth fynnes lede and scales as ailuer bright 



IT On enery bowgb birdes herd I syng* 
"Wyth Toya of angel in her Armonye 

[No gap in the MS.'] 
The litil conyee to her pley can hie 
And forther abowte I gan aepye 
The dredfnll Roo y hokk |»' hert y hynde 
Swyrela and oj^e;- moo small bestea of lentil kynde 
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(29) 
% Instrumentes of BtiyngeB of acoide 
Herd I BO pley and ieres1iyi]g< swetnesse 
That god fat tnakea is of all and lorde 
Ne herd he nener aa I gTBse 200 

Ther -wjiik a wynde vnneth it myght be lease 
Made in the levee grene a noys soft 
% Acoidjng' to y biidea sooiigi a loft [tag* ui] 203 

(30) 
T The Eyr of that place so a-tempre vas 
That neosr fur was grenaonce of hoot ne colde 
^Hier was eke eoery hobom spyce and gras 
"So man may fer was soke ne olde 207 

yet ther was mx>re loie a thoweand folde 
Then eny man can tell ne nener it ])er wold nyght 
But ay he cler day to eny manues eight 210 

(31) 
IT Vnd»r a tree besyde a well I say 
Out capide his arowa foige and fyle 
And at hia fote his bow alle redy lay 
And wylle his doghter tempred all this whyle 214 

The hedes in f well and wyth hit wyle 
She oowched hem afiur as they shnid serre 
Some for to sle and som to wound and karve 217 

(32) 
IT Tho was I war of pleeannce a-non right 
And of the aray lust and curtesye 
And of the craft that can and of y myght 
To doon by force a wyght to do folie 221 

Differed was she I will not lye 
And by hym silf vndar a nok I gysae 
Saugh I delite that stode wyth lentilnesse 324 
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(33) 
if I Baugh hoaute wyth owten eny atyre 
And yough fiiU of game and lolite 
FnlliatdeQesse flatterie and despe 

Messaugers and mede and o^^ iij 228 

Her names here ehul not be told for ma 
And Tpon pylere giete of laspie long*. 
I Baugh a temple of bias I-fowndod Btiong<. S31 

(34) 
T Abonte y temple daunsed all wey 
Wemen I-now of wheche thei som were 
Fayre of hem self and som of hem wer gay 
In kyrtels all discheuele went they there 233 

That was hir ofSce all wey ^at be yeie 
And p' temple of dowues whyte and fairo 
Saogh I sittyngi mony a thovaand paire 238 

(3S) 
If By-for the temple doore ful sobrdy 
Sam. poes satt wyth a cnrtil in her honde 
And by hir syde wondw discretely 

Dann) pacience aittyngi ther I fonnde 242 

TVyth face pale vpon an hill of sonde ftags laaj 

And alder next wyth in and ek wyth ont 
Byheet / and Art and of her folk a rowte 245 

(36) 
If Wyth in the temple of Hikes hote as fire 
I held a sowgh that gan ahowte lenn 
"Whyohe siiea wer engendre wyth desyre 
Ihat made euery auter for to brenn 249 

Of new flames and well espyed I thenn 
Tbat all the cause of sorow that they drey 
Come of the bitt«r goddesse leiousye 232 
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(S7) 
^ The god priapus eaogh I as I went 
Wyth in the temple in a souereyn place stonde 
la Huche aray as when the asshe hym sheat 
Wyth ciye by nyght and his ceptte in hia honde 
Full besyly men gan assay and foimde 
Vpon his hede to sette of syndre hy«w 
Garlandea fnll of fiesshe fiowrea new 

(38) 
IT And in e pryvy comiw of disport 
Found I Venus and hir porter lychesae 
That was full hawten of her port 
Derk was the place but afturwaKf lightneeae 

I saugh a lite vnneth it myght be lesse 
And in a bed of gold she lay to rest 
Till at the bote sona be-gan go west 

(39) 
If Her gUde heeres wyth a golden tbrede 
I-bownde wer entrcesed as she lay 
And naked fro the brest yn-to the hede 
Myght men hit see and eothely for to say 
The lemananSt con^rd was wel to my pay 
Byght wyth a sotill coneryche of valence 
Thei was no thikkei cloth of no defence 

(40) 

II The place yaf a thowsand sauours swete 
And bachus god of wyn satt hir be syde 
And Ceres next that doth honger bote 
And as I seyde a myddes lay Cipride 

To whom on knees ^er two yong* folkea cryede 
To ben her help but thus I let hir lya 
And for]>er in the temple I gan eepye 
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(41) 
IT TKat in dispite of Diane the cliast 
Full mony a vow I-broke hang' on the walle 
01 maydone swyche as can het tym wast 
In hii seruice and p&ynted ouer alle 
Of mony a atorie wheche I towche shalle 
A fewe as of Calixte and athalante 
And mony a mayde of wheche the name I wante 

(«) 

IE Simitanus Candace and herculea 

Byhlis Dido thesbe and pyiamtM 

Trestrem I-sawde paria and Aclufiea 

Elene Cleopre and Troilea 

Silla and eke the modMr of Bomnlns 

AUe these weren peynteJ on the o))er syde 

And alle hei lore and in what plite they dyed 

(43) 
U Whan I was comen ayen in to the place 
That I of spak I was so swote of grene 
Forth walked I tho my self to solace 
Tho was I war whet ther sat a qnene 
That as of light the aomei sonne shene 
Fasseth the steir so oner mesnie 
She faiier was thenn eny creatnra 

(44) 
IT And in a land rpou a hiUe of flowres 
Was sette this noble goddes nature 
Of biatmches wei hir halles and hir bowrea 
I-WTonght aflur hir craft and hii mesme 
Ne ^er nas fowle that cometh of engendrore 
That ther ne were prest in hir presence 
To tak hii dome and yeve hir audience 
FXFYt sooe 
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(45) 
IT For this was on Boint Valentynea day 
When enery fowle cometh Jtm* to cheae hir make 
Of euery tjtid that men thyak may 
And that so huge a noyse gan they make 
That erth and see and tree and enery lake 
So full was that vnneth was ^r space 
For me to stonde bo full wae all f' place 

(«) 

IT And rjrght as Aleyn in y pleynt of kynde 

Devyseth nature of suche aray and face 

In sweclie aray men myglit hir fer fynde 

This noble Emprice ful of grace 

Badd euery fowle to make hei own place 

As they weren I-wont alle wey fro yor to yer 

Seint Volentynea day to stonden Jier Owe u»] 

(47) 
IT That is to seye the fowles of Baveyn 
Wer hyest I-sett and then the fowles amala 
That eten b& that nature wold enclyne 
As worme or thyng' of whyche I tell no tale 
But water fowle eatt lowest in )>' dale 
But fowle that lyveth by sede sat on y grene 
And that so fele that wondre it was to seerd 

(48) 
V Ther myght men the ry^ Egle fynde 
That wyth his sharp lok perseth y sonoe 
And o^er Egles of lower kynde 
Of whyche clerkes well devyse konne 
Ther was Jj" Tyraunt wytA his fethrea donne 
And gray I mens y goshawk {lat doth pyne 
The birdea foi his owtragiooa Eavyue 
PEPTS soos 
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(49) 
IT The lentill fawkon that wyth his fete distreyneth 
The kyngea honde the hardy sperhawk eke 
The quayles foe the Merleyn that peyaet^ 
Hym self full oft the kik foi to seke 
Thei was the dowen wytk hir yeen meke 
The leloua swan a-yenat hia deth fat syngetB 
The Owle eke that of detK bode bryngetfi 

(50) 
IT The crane the giant wyth hia trompea sown 
The theef the choi^h and eke p'' langlyng^ pye 
The scorayng' lay and the Elys foo heioua 
The fals lapewynk fall of trecherye 
The stare that slle councell can he-wrey 
The tame Ruddok aod y^ coward) kyte 
The coke that orlege is of thropes lite 

(61) 
IT The spftrow Venus sonne the nyghtyngalle 
That clepeth [oit& the fresa& leves newe 
The swalow that morthier is of y fowlea smale 
That maken hony of flowree fresshe of hewa 
The wedded toitill wyth hii hert trewe 
The pecok wyth his ai^els fethies bright 
The fesannt scomei' of }° cok by nyght 

(52) 
% The waker gose y kokkow euer vnkyndo 
The popynjay ful of delicjwye 
The diake etreyer of hia owen kynde 
The stork the wreker of avowtiye lpwim] 

Tbft hote cormeraunt of glotonye 
The RaTene the Crowes wyth her voyc« of care 
The thiostel olde the froaty feldiare 
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(63) 
IT What ehuld I seyn of fowles eaeiy kynde 
rhat in this world have fethras and stature 
Men myght in fiat place assemblei) fyude 
Be-for |)at noble goddea of nature 
And ecbe of hem dede hie beey cure 
Benyngly to chese or to take 
By his acoide hia formel and hia make 

(64) 
% But to the point nature held on hir honda 
A fonuel £gle of shap the lentilest 
That euer ahe a-mong< her wetkee fonde 
The mooet benynge and the godelyest 
In her was euery vertu at hei rest 
So ferfortS fat nature hir self had blysse 
To loke on hir and oft hii beek to kyase 

(56) 
IT Nature the wirker of f" almyghty loide 
That bote coU heyy light moat and drye 
Hath knytt by even nowmbre of acorde 
In esy Tois be-gan to spek and eey 
Fowles take hede of my sentence I yow piay 
And for yowr ese in forthryi^ of ywtr nede 
As fast as I may I will me spede 

(56) 
IT Ye knowen well how fat seint Valentyns day 
By my statut and thurgh my gonemaunce 
Te com for to chese and flee a-wey 
Wyth yo«r makes as I prik yow wytts plesaunce 
But natheles my rightfull ordynaauce 
May I not let for all this world to wynne 
That he fat most is wurthy shal be-gynne 
FBPT8 aoo» 
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(67) 
f Tlie tercel Egle as fat ye know well 
The fowlo rial aboven yow in degree 
The wyse and y wurthy secre true as etele 
The wheche I hare I-formec) ae ye may see 396 

In eu£ry wyse aad part as it best liketh me 
It nedeth not his shap yow to devyse 
He shall firat chese and speken on his gyse 399 

(68) 
% And aftur hym by ordre ehall ye chese 
Aitur yowr kynd eueryche as yow liketfi 
And 03 your happ is shall ye wynn or lese 
But whiche of you fat lovetG mooat entriket£ 403 

God send hym hir that sorest for hym Byketh [pvtisTj 

And thei wj'tfi alio the tercell gan she caHe 
And seide my son the choise is to yow foBo 406 

(59) 
T But natheles in this oondictoun 
Moot be the choise of eneryohe pat is beta 
That she agree to his eleccioun 

Who so be he that shi^ ben his feere 410 

This is owre vsage allwey fro yer to yere 
And who so that may at this tyme have his grace 
In a blesfidl tym he come in to this place 413 

(60) 
IT Wyth hede euclyned and wyth humble cheere 
This rial tercel spak and taried nought 
On to my souerayn lady and not my feere 
I cheso and chese wyth will hert and thought 117 

The forme[l] on yowte hand so well I-wrought 
Whose I am and euw will hir serve 
Do what hir list to do my live or sterre 420 
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(61) 
T Besechyngi liir of mercj and of grace 
Ab she that ia my lady soueraigae 
Or lette mo dye present ia this place 
For certes loi^ may I not live in this pejne 
For in myn hert ia coruen euery veyne 
Havyng" revatd oonly for ray trouth 
My dere hert have on my wo sora roatK 

(62) 
IF And yef I be founde to hir ontrne 
Disabeisant oi 71110)} necligent 
AvauntiMH' OT in proeea love a newe 
I pray to god this be my lugement 
That vyth this fowles I he all to-ient 
That nke day ^t eiier she me fynde 
To hir vntieve or in my gilt vnkjade 

(63) 
IT And syn that noott) loveth hir so well aa I 
Alle be that she neu^ of Icve me be-hette 
Thann ought flhe on me have mercy 
For of er bonde can I noon on hir knette 
For nener for no wo sh^ I ne ehatt lette 
To serven bii how feir )K(t she wende 
Say what ye list my tale is at an ende 

(04) 
IT Right as the feeaahe redrose newe 
Ayenst the eomer eonne colored is 
Bight HO foT shame all wax gan hir hiews 
Of this forme when she herd this 
She nether answerd weU ne seid a mys 
Bo sore abassed was she til ]>at nature 
Seide doughter diede yow not I yow assure 
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(65) 

V A nojpw terceH Eg]e spak a-none 

Of lower kynde and saide that shuld not be 

I love hir bett than ye do be eeint Ihone 

Oi att the leest I love hir ae well aa ye 

And lengur hare served hir in my degree 

And yeve she wolde have loved for longi lovyng" 

To me alone hadd be the gueidonyi^ 

(66) 

V I dar well say yef she me fynd fala 
Vnkynde langler or rebeH eny wyao 
Or lelous do me hongen by Jj' hals 
And but I bere me in hir servyce 

As well aa eny wyght can me devyso 
Fro point to point hir honour for to save 
Take she my lif and alle gode I hare 

(67) 

IT The thridde terceH egle anawercl thoo 
Sow syrya ye seyn the litil leyaer here 
For euery fowle ctyetB owt to be a goo 
Forth wyth his make or wytti hia lady deere 
And eke nature hir self ne wiH not here 
For taryyng* not half that woltJ sey 
And but I speke I moot for sorow dey 



IT Of long* servyse auanut I me no thyng* 
Bat as possible is me to dey to day 
For wo as he that hath be langwysshyi^ 
This twenty wynter and as well happen may 
A man may aerven bett and moore to pay 
In half a yere al though it wer no moore 
Than some men done that han served full yore 
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(69) 
IT I sey not this by me for I ne ksa 
Do no Bervise that may my lady pleee 
But I dar weH sey that I am hir truest man 
As to my dome and faynest wold hii plese 
At short wordes till that deth me sese 
I win be byres wheJMr that I wake or wynhe 
And euer true in aHe that hert may bethynke 

(70) 
IF Of t^e my list eya ^t I was lom 
So lentil plee of love or o^er thyngi 
Ke herd neuer no man me be-fome 
But who fat hadd leyser and konnyi^ 
For to rehercB hir cher and hir spekyng' 
And from the morow gan this speche last 
Till downward went the aonne wonder &st 

(71) 
^ The noyse of the fowles for to be delin^reJ 
So lowde rong" hare do and latt ys wende 
That welt wend I the wod hadd ^e to^shevereil 
Come of they erey alas ye widl vs shende 
Whann shall your cursed pledyng" have an ends 
How shuld a luge ether portie lere 
For ye or nay wyth outen eny preye 

(72) 
IT The gooB the dook the cuhkow aHe io 
So eryed keke keke cukkow quek quod bye 
That thui^h myn herea the noys went tho 
The gooa aeid alle this is not wurth a tlye 
But I can shape her-of a remedye 
And wuU say my Yerdit fait and awyth 
For water fowles who wul be wrolfi or blyth 
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(73) 
% And I for tiie yrarmea fowle-sud the fonlo ookko'w 
For I wall of myn own autorite 
For the comyH apede take on me Jr* charge now 
For to delyuer ts is giete charite 606 

Ye may abyde a whylle yet parde 
Quoth the turtill yef it be your will 
A wyght may speke hym wet as god be etOle 611 

(74) 
1 1 am a sede fowls oon the wurthyeet 
That wote I well and litU of konnyng* 
But heter is a wyghtes tonge do rest 

Thenn entremet hym of Buche doyng< 616 

Of wheche he can nether rede ne syng* 
And who so it dot& full fowB hym self acloyeth 
Foi office vncomytted full oft anoyetfi 518 

(76) 
IT Nature whyche that all w^ hadd an here 
To the mormore of lewdenea be hynde 
Wyth fawkon) voia seid hold your tonge there 
And I shal sone I hope it oouncell fynde 622 

Yow for to deleuer and fro this noyse vnkynde 
I Inge of euery fiok men shal oon c^ 
To aeyn the verdit for yow fowles alia 625 

(76) 
IT Assented was to this conclnsioan 
The birdea alle and )>* fowles of Itavyna 
Han chosen first by pleyn elecciown 

The tercelet of the fawkone to diffyne 529 

Alle her sentence and as hym list to termyne 
And to nature hym gonnen to present 
And she accepte bym wyth glade entent 533 
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IT The tercelet eeid that ia this manere 

FuH hard were it to prove by rewjim 

Who loveffi beat this lentiH formeH bere 

For euery hatb auche replicacioua [rtt i"] 

That by skylea may noon be broogbt a downe 

I can not see that aigumentz svaiHa 

Thann Bemyt£ it ^r most be hataiUe 

(78) 
^ AHe tedy quoffi these egles tercels tho 
Nay syres qnotJl be yef I durst it say 
Te do me wrong< my tale ia not I-do 
Tor syres taketh it not a gref I pray 
I may not gon as ye waS in this wey 
Cures is the voice tliat ban the charge in honde 
And to the luges dome ye mooten stonde 

(79) 
IT And (ler-for pees I say as to my wytte 
Me woI<) thynk how ))at the worthyest 
Of knygthod and lengest had vsed it 
Moost oft astate of blode the lentilest 
Were sittyng* for hir yf fat hir lest 
And of the three she vote hir self I trowe 
Wheche that he he for it ia light to knowa 

(80) 
V The veAer fowles han her hedea leyds 
To-gedre and of short aTysement 
Whann eueryche hadd his large golee seido 
They eeyde sothly all by oon assent 
How that the goose wyth hir faukon lent 
That deeyretJl to proaunce oure nede 
Shall telle oure tale and prey to god hir spade 

PEPTS sooe 
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(81) 
V And for tte watfir fowleH tho began 
The goose to epeke and in hir kakelyng* 
She seid pees now take hede euery maa 
And berkenelJI weQe a reson I shaB foitfi bryngi o64 

My wytt is sharps I love no taryyng'. 
I Bey I rede hym thougB he wer my brofer 
But she wuU hym let hym love anofier 567 

(82) 
If Here is a pa?^t reson of a goose 
Quotli the sporhaak never mote she the 
Lo BQche is to have a tongi; loose 

Now parde foole yet were it bett for the 571 

To had hold thy pees than shewede thy nysote 
It lith not in his wytt ne in his wille 
But soth is seide a fole can not be stllle 574 

(83) 
IT The langhtre aioose of lentill fowles alls 
And right a-non the seede fowlea cheeen hadd 
The turtiH true and gan hym to hir ealle 
And preyde hir to sey )iq soth sadde 67S 

Of this mature and what she Tadde 
And she answeicf that pleynly hir entent 
Bhe wol<l shew arnJ eotbly what she ment Cpift hii 561 

(84) 
IT Nay god forbede a lovet sholcf channge 
The taitifi seyde and wox for shame alle tede 
Though his lady be euermote strange 
Yet lett hym serve hir tiH he be dede 585 

Forsoth I preyse not the gosse rede 
For though she dyad 1 wuU non ofer make 
I wuQ be hyrea till that deth do me take 588 

FEPTS ^ooe 



dbv Google 



92-93 PAII.-TBXT 

386 FABLUIKHI Of FOULBS, FgprS tfS. 2006. 

(85) 
IT W^ bonded qaol£ the dook by rnyu hate 
That allwey men sbulJ love caueelese 
Who can a resoa fynde or witt in that 
Daunsetb he merye that b menBtrelleB 
Who shuliJ lecche of hym that is reccheles 
Yet quek quotb the goose it veH and fayie 
Thar be mo steires in heven god wot )ieu a paire 



IT TSaw fya chnrll quoth the lentill tercelot 
Ovrt of the donghiB come pat wonle fiitt right 
Tow canst not eee whyche thyng* ia well b&^ett 
Thow fairest by love aa owlea do by nyght 
The day hem blent futt weH they Be by nyght 
Thy kynde ia of so lowe wietchedenea 
That what love ia thow canst nethei see ne gesso 

(87) 
f Tho gan the cnkkow pntt hym fiirUl in preea 
For fowie that etetS wonns and hlyve 
So I qaoth he may have my make in peea 
I reecho not how long* ye stryve 
Latt eueryohe of hem be soleyn alia her lyf 
This is my redd aith they may not a-«orde 
This short lesaon) nedetll ye not records 



It Te have the glotone filled I-nowgh his paimobe 

Than as we w^ seid tho merleyn 

Thow mortherer of the heysugge on ^ biaonche 

That brought the forth thow rowthfuH glotown 

Live thow aoleyn wormea corrupcioim 

For no force is of lake thy nature 

Go lewde he thow the whyle J)* worW endure 
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dbv Google 



PAB.-TEXT 9i-95 
PABLAUENT or FOnLES. PEPYS US. SOOO. S87 

(89) 
IT Now pees quod nature I comaunde bera 
For I have her all your opynyotm 
And yet in effecte be we nener J>" nere 
But fynally thys is my concluaioun 620 

That she bir self shaH have hir elecctoun 
Of whom bir list wbo-so be wroth or bljtb 
Hytn that sbe chesetfi he ahaiB bit hare as swytS 633 

(90) 
IT For aith it may not here discnsBed be [it* lU] 

Who lovet£ hir best as seide the tetcelet 
Than wuU I don this fauour to hii )iat she 
shal have ryght hym on whom hir hert is sett 627 

And he hir that hia hart hath on hir knett 
This luge I nature for I may not lye 
To noon estat I have none o>er ye 630 

(91) 
H But aa for conned for to chese « make 
Tef I wer reaon) thenn wol4 I 
Conned yow the ri^ TerceH take 

As seid the tercelet ful skylfully 634 

As for the lentilest and mooet wurthj 
Wheche I haue wrot^ht so well to my plesaunce 
That to yow it ought to be a aufBciannce 637 

(92) 
fl Wyth dredefull voice this formel answer** 
My rightf iiH lady goddeaae of nature 
Soth it is that I am euer vnder your yerde 
As is eueryche other creature 641 

And most be yowrs the whyle I may endure 

[No gap in the MS.] 
And myn entent yow win I eay right sone 644 

PBPTS BOOfl 
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IT I gratmt it yow quod, she a-nofl 

This forme} egle spak in this degree 

Almyghty queue tiH this yere he doon 

I aeke respite for to avyse me 

And aftur ^at my choise to have att free 

This is alle and some that I will spake and sey 

Ye gete no mote of me all though ye do me dye 

(94) 
IT I will not serve Venua ne Cipride 
For sot£ as yet he no maoer wey 
Now syn it may not in ofier wey betide 
Qnoth nature here is no more to sey 
Thanu wold I these fowles wei a-wey 
Echo wyth his make for taryyng* lengur here 
And seid hem thus aa ye shuH after here 

(96) 

IT To yow speke ye terceletea quofK nature 
Beljl of gode hert and eerreUl alle thre 
A yere is not ao long" to endure 
And eche of yow peyne hym in his degree 
For to do wdl for god wote quyt is she 
For yow this yere what aftur sb^ be-Calle 
This entremetes is diesaed &o yow alle 

(96) 
IT And whann this werk is brought to an ende 
To eaerj fowle natuie yaf his make 



[Tits rest U wanting.'] 
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TWO RCOTTIFIED TEXTS, 



MS. AECH. SELD. E. 24 (Bodlbiak Libraby), 
MS. Kk, I. 6 (Cahbr. Univ, Libbaht), 



AN ENGLISH TEXT FROU 
MS. 203, Corpus Christi Collbob, Oxfokp. 



ODD TIXTB, 



,, Google 



TRTTTH. 

[Areh. &ld.B.2i(Bodl.Libr.), paper, fA.D.USS,^l/U9.^ 

(1) 

FLee feom the prea and diiell witti entlifastnesse 1 

Suffice vnto thy gude / ihoch It be small 
For horde Kath hate / and elymyng tikkibieaee 
Prea hath Innye / and wele is blent ohm all i 

Saaoure nomore than the behove schall 
Do wele thy self/ that othen's folk canst rede 
And trenth the echall deliuer / this is no drede 7 

(2) 
Payne the nocAt all crukit to redresse 8 

In trust of hir thai turnyth as a ball 
Grete rest stant In lytill beaynesss 

Be warr also to epume againe afi nail 1 1 

Stryve nocftt as croke doith yrith the wall 
Dannt thy self fiat dauntist otheris dede 
And treuth the schsll deliuer this is no drede 14 

(3) 
Quhat the Is sent / ressaue In bowsamnesse 15 

The wrastlyng of this warl<J askith a fall 
here nys no home / here nys bot wildemesse 
Forth furth pilgrym / furth beste out of thy Btall 18 

Luke yp on hie / and thank thy god of all 
Wayne thy lust/' and lat thy goste the lede 
And treuth the schall deliui^r this is no drede 21 

Explicit ChauceTM couusaling 

' At the end of a sparions poem, " Dsuise prowea and eke hu- 
mrlitae," the copier adds, on leaf 120 : 

" Quod Chaucer quhen he was ryeht auidt " 
" Natiuitas principis Tuigtri Jacobi quarti anno domini M" <iij* 
Ixsij* ivij die mensi* maroij vldelieet In feato sancti patrioij 
oonfegsorw In inonasterio sancte crucis propo Edinburgh." 

[Jan^eilVofSeotlandrvld/rentJulgU, li&S, till he feU at 
Madden (Wt September 9. 1513.] 

AHCH. SBLD. B. 31 
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TKUTH. US. ah, I. 1 

TRUTH. 

[Cambridge Univergity lAhranj MS., Kk. 1. 5, paper, 
ab. U60-60, lenf i, 6tKk.] 

Fie fra the pres and duell with suthfaatnea 

Suffice one-to thi gud ))ocht It be small 

fibre hurde haith halt and clymyng tykilnes 

Pies haith enwy and weill ie bl;nd our all 

Sauore no more thane the behufe schall 

Dant thi self that danti> rtheria deid 

and tieuch the eall deliu^ that is no dieid ' 

(2) 
Payne the nooht al crukyt to Eedres 1 

In trust of hire that tumyth as a ball 
ffore gret leat etant in lytill beeynes 
also be war to spwme agane an all I' 

Stryf nocAfc as doith the ciok wi'tA the wall 
Wayue thi Inst and lat thi goat the leid 
and trench the sal deliuer that is no dreid 1' 

(3) 
That the la sent Bmane in bouxumnes [iMfS] 11 

The weralyng of thia warld askia a fall 
Here is no home here nya hot wyldymes 
ffurth pylgrum furth beat out of thi ataU 1) 

lyft wp thyne Ene and thank thi god of all 
Reull thi self that vthir folk can Eeid 
And tteuche the sail deliuyr that ia no dieid 2 1 
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[Oorptu Chrieti College MS. 203 (wUum, 5 oy 3^ tn., 
f ab. U40), page 23 : rea^ by Mr. 6. Porter.] 

Frowrbiam Sct^n). 

(1) 

S Me fro the pres emd dweH wyt£ sot&&8tnea 
Sn^se m-to thy good yef liit be amaH 
For hotcF bathe hate and cl7mbyng< tykelnes 
Pros hatH envye and trelle ys blent oner aS 
Sauour no more tben the bebowfe acb^ 
Bede v^ tby-flelfe that othyt* men canst rede 
And tnvUl the sch^ delyuei' hit ja uo diede 

(2) 
% "Ss study not ycbe cioked to ledies 
In tnurte of hui' that tumet^ aa a batt 
Meche reet standotb in lytyH besynea 
Ke atomble not thy fotte ayene a n^ 1 

Stryre not as dofll the ccoke ayne the waA 
Dannte irefi thy-aelfe that daunteet' odrea dede 
And trentn tiie acb^ delyner hit ia no drede 1 

(3) 
^ That tiie is aent receyue in buxumuesae 1 

The wraatlyng' of this woriiJ axetJl a Mt 
Here ya no home hei* ia bnt wyldymesse 
Forth forUl wreochyde beat ont of thy atatt 1 

Lyfte Tp thy bert and thanke thy god of Alt [w i 

And wayne thy Inst and let thy goat the lede 
And tieuthe the achaH delyner hit ys no diede S 

[FoBotw: Prooerbium E. Stokya (a Tern) 
L 1, & 21. 8e meche aey lytyS and leme to euffire i 
tyme] 
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CAXTON'S TEXT, CAMBR UNIV. UBRAKY. 
<Foi thiee other lASS. of Uiis Poem see the ParaUO-Texit.) 
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CAXTOlfS TSIT. 

[Oaxtm'a Text. Cantbr. Univ. lAbr., leaf 24, fiacfc] 

[Only 21 lines out o/ 49.] 

Theuno^e of chancer to Bkegan [iniK 

(1) (J4r«I. 1) 
To Inoken ben the statates hja in henen tiHiUiiiui 

That create were / eternally teudure 
Syn that I see / the bright goddia senen 
MowB wepo and wayle / and passion enduie 
As may in erthe a mortal cratnie 
Alae lirowhens / may this thing procede 
Of whiche enoui / I dye almost foi diede 

(2) (1.2) 
By worde eteme whylom was it shape 
That fro the fyfthe ceiMe / in no maneie 
Ne myghta of teris dowa escape 

But now BO wepeth venus in her speie 1 

That with her tens / she wil drenche ts here 

Alas Bcogan / this ie for thyn offence 

ThoQ cansest this deluge of pestilence 1 

(3) (1.3) 

Host thon not eaid in blaspheme of )i* goddes 1 

ThuTgh pryde or thoigh thy gtetfl rekeleanea 

Suche thing* / aaia y lawe of lone foibode is 

That for thy lady / sawe not thy distrea 1 

Therfore thou ysf her np at mighelmes 

Alas scogan of olde folke ne yonge 

Was neuer erst scogan blamed for his ttmgo 2 

[The rent of the hook U gone.] 
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{Hit j>to atlier MSB, qf tkU Potm, ue th» Farollel-Text) 
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PtJBSE. 

[Oimb. Univ. Libr. Oaxton, 1477-78 A.r., ?ea/9.] 

\Read hy Mr. Bradakaw.'] 
The compleint of chancer vnto Us empty purse 

(I) 

To you my pure / and to none other wight 
Compleyne I for ye be my lady dere 
I am soiy now / that ye be light 
For certes / ye now make me heaj cheie 
Me were as lief / be le;<S Tpon a here 
For whiche / vnto your mercy thua I crye 
Be heuy agayn / or ellia mote I dye 

I?) 

Now vouohesauf / this day or yet be nyght 

That I of yow / the blisful sowne may here 

Oi Bee your colour like the sonne bright 

That of yelownes haiJ neuer pere' I 

Ye be my lyf / ye be my hertes stere 

Qnene of confort / and of good companye 

Be heuy agayn / or ellia mote I dye !■ 

(3) 
Now pure that be to me my lyuea hght II 

An(S eaueour / aa donn in this worli) heie 
Out of this toon helpe me by your might 
Syn that ye wil not be my tresorete II 

For I am ehaue / as nyghe as ony frere 
But I pray Tnto your curtoisye 
Be heuy agayn / or ellis mote I dye 2' 

Thenuoye of chaucer vnto the kynge 
conquerour of brutes albyon 2! 

Whiche that by lyne / and &e eleccioil 
Ben veiay kynge / this to yow I sende 
And ye that may / alle hannes amende 
Haue mynde vpon my aupplicaciofl 21 

Explicit »**• 
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1. 
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ii )rE BALADE. OF. PITES. (bASL. MS 7S.) 

[/» Skirley'i iwf^ i;/' (i« " complaint of nt«e-nuM]e byGefiej 
Chftucior," in fliu-i. MS 78, fca/80 (we Parallel Texta, p. 41), (** 

falUming Stanxai run fw from it. IT (Par. TezU, p. 19) lu part 
t/f the Complaint (fAovgh wit A an extra mark on tht divitiim-line 
betneen the ttanxai), and are headlined aeeordingly by Shirley 
"pe bttlade. of . Fjtee. Bj ChauoierB." In- the 3tS almett every 

fatal g and t hat a eurl to it, and all the lintt itart Itvel.^ 

(18) 
H )}e long nig&tes / whane euery creature / [» l«^/ei^ 

Shoulde haue Jreyie / leaif in somwhat as be kTnde / 
Or ellyB no may feyre lyve / noi^Et long* endure / 

Hit &Ue{ie mooste / in to my / 'woofufi mynde / 123 
Ilove I 80 for / hane brought my self* behinde 
))at sanf p& deetH / {ler may no thing me lisae / 
So deBeBpayredi / 1 am frame al bliase / 123 

(19) 
^ pie saame tboi^t / me laatejie til ^e morowe / 
AntI irome Jie morowe forJ« / til hit beo eve / 
J)ere neodefe me no . care / for to borowe / 

ffor boof e I haue / goode leyaer anij goode leve / 1 30 
ber ia no wigbt / fat wil j me / woe byreve 
To weepe enongfee / and wayllen al my fille / 
Jk eoore ep^be of peyne / uowe doojie me spille / 133 
(20) 
IT ))is lone )>at haf e me Bette / in auche a place / 

flat my desiie / wol ueaer fuIfiUe 
ffor ueyfer pitee / mercy / neyjier grace 13G 

Eane L not fynde / anil yit my Boroufnl berf 

ffoT* to beo dede / I. cane hit nougfit . arace / [i«f at, iwk] 
)}e more I love / ])e more sbe dofe me smeit* 139 

Thorugfie whicbe .1. see witll onte remodye / 

)]at frome fe deetti / I may no wyse aaterf 141 

[PGUMtiDMtJii^. JTinfra trMt<|itliira.] 

IT Nowe aojioly . what abe hig&t / I wol reberae 147 

Hir name . is bounte / aette in wommanhede/ 

Sadneaee in youf e / and beawte piydelesse / 
An<I pleeance / vnder gounemance and dreiJ 150 
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Hir auraame is / eeke fayre touthelesse 

J)e wyee eknytte / vn to goode aventure/ 
|}at for I loue hii' / she sleets me giltlesee 163 

Hir love I beef / and shal whyle .1 may dure/ 
V Bette fiane my self . an hundrejie thousaiut deUe / 
))aae al)iis wo[r]ldes richesse. or creature 156 

Nowe liafe not love / me beatoiredf weela 

To love f er / I neuer shal Lane parte 
Ellas / right JjUfl / is tumeiJ me fe wheele 159 

J)ua am I elayne / witB loves fury darte 

I cane but love hir beat/ my sweete foo/ 
Louo ha^e me taught / no mot« of hia art 

But seiue alwey / and styiit[e] for no woo/ 163 

(21) 
^ In my trawe • careful hert Jieria / c'""""''™'""! 

So myche . woo / and so lytel blisse / 

pat woo is me / ^t euer I was boie / 166 

ffor al |jat thing* / which I desyre I misse / 
Anil al fat euer / I wolde not / I-wisse 

}3at fynde I redy / to me / euormore / 169 

And of al fiis / I not to whome me pleyne / 
ffOT she |)at might / me out of |iis bring' / 
Ne rechefie nought" / whejier I weepe or sing" 
So lytel reutbe / hajie she vpon / my peyne 175 

(22) 
^ Ellas whane sleeping! tyme is / loo ])anne I [a]waake / 
Whane I shoulde daunce / for fere loo Jianne I qwaake / 

[ ] "6 

Jjis hevy lyff" I lede / loo for youre saate / 

tjaughe yee fer of / in no vtyse heede take/ ti«f mj 

[ no gapg in the M8.'\ 179 

Myn heri,es lady / and hoole my lyves qweene 
ffor truwly durat ,1. seye / as fat .1 feele / 
Me semefe / fat youre sweet liert of Steele 
Is whetted nowe ageyns me / to keene / 1S3 
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(23) 

V M; deere herf / an J lieBt beloued foo / 
Why^ lyke^ yon / to doo me al )iis voo / 

Wliat haue I doone / ]iat greae^e ;oa oi Bayde / 186 
But for I serue / aniJ lone you and no moo / 
And wbyleet I lyre / I irol enei do soo 

And ^T-fore areete / ne beo{>e not yatsl ajmed 189 
ffoi so goode and so faiie / as yee be / 

Hit Tere rigKt gret wonder but yee hadd 
Of alle seiuantes / boo^ of goode and badd 
And leest worthy of alle / bem / I . am . be / 193 

(24) 

IT Ent neuer Je leese / my . riglit lady sweete / 
))augl&e ^at I beo / Tnkonnyng* and rnmeete 

To Berue as I koode besf / ay youi hyenesse 196 

Tit is Jwr noon / fayner ^t wolde I heete 
Jjane I / to do youre eaae / or ellya beete / 

What 80 I wiaf / ^t were / to youre hyenesse / 199 
And bade . I mlghf / ae goode as I hane wille / 

))aoe ahoulde yee feele / Whera it were so or noon 

ffop / in ]iie worlde liTing" / pane is per noon / 

J>at fayner Wolde / youre hertee wille fulfille / 203 

(25) 

1 ffor boope I loue / and eke dreed you so soore / 
And algates mote / and haue doon yowe ful yoore 

pat better loued is noon / ne neuer shal 206 

And yif I wolde besoche you / of no more / 
But leuepe wele / and be not wrothe ther fore/ 

And let me serue you forth / loo pis is al 209 

ffor I am nouglit / so hardy ne ho woode / 

ffor to desyre / pat yee shoulde Loue me / [iMLrs>,biiciij 
ffor weele I wot / ellae pat may not be 

I am so lytel worthy / and yee so goode 213 
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BI OHACCIBBS. (haRL. MS 78.) Y 

(26) 

IT ffor yee bee oone Jre / worthyeat on Ijve / 

And I )ie mooBte / vnlikly for to thryve / 

Tit for al Jiia / witefie yee rigfit weele / 216 

J)at yee ne shoule / me frome joure seiryce dryve / 

J)at I ne wil ay / witB. alle my wittes fyve / 

Serve yon trawly / what woo . ao fat I feele / 219 

ffor I am sette on yowe / in suche manere / 
Jjat Jtaugfee yee neuer wil / Tpofl me ruwe / 
I moste you lone / and beon euet als truwe / 

As any man / can / ex may on lyve / 23$ 

(27) 
U But fe more / fat I loue you goodely fees / 
pe laese fynde I / fat yee bven me / 

Ellaa wtian shal / fat barde witte amende 226 

Where ia nowe al / youre wommanly pitee 
Youre gentilesse / and yonre debonairtee / 

Wil yee no thiny / f er of vpofl me apende / 229 

An<l ao boole eweete / as I am yourea al / 
And so gret wille / as I bane you to serve 
S'owe ceitea / and yee let me fas sterve / 
Yit bane ye wonne / fer on but a amal 233 

(28) 
ffor* at my knowii^ / I / do noi^l? why 
And f ia I wol / besecbe yowe hertely 

' That fer^ euer yee fynde / wbylea yee lyve / ^j^'J^.^^J^ 
, A truwer seruant / to yon / fane am .1. 237 

Leuefe f ajine [me] / and aleef e me bardely 

And I my deUi to you / wil al foi^yve / 239 

And if yee fynde / no trewer ao verrayly 

Wolle yee souffre fanne / fat I fua apille 
And for no maner gilf but my goode wille 
Als goode were fanne / vntrewe aa truwe to be / 243 

[iW of the fragment. Rest of tlie MS lost.] 
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irh^e MS Ashmole 69, leaf 38, back] 



T Here nowe folowe Jta names of* fe nyene ■worahipful- 
leaf Ladyes )>at in alle cronycles . and storyal boksB haue 
beo foundefi of trou))e oP constaunce and vertnous or nj- 
proched iromanhode . by Chauciei* 

/^ Eete Baysofl Cloopatre ia Jjy Kyndnesae 
I -M- Be putte in mynde / and also Jiyne byenoBS 

^— ^ Of I^pte qweene / and affter fat was alayno 
Jjyne Antbonye / by Octovyan , f e Eomayne / 4 

Witb gret ricbcbesee / )iou made bis sepulture // ciHpure. 
And afFter him ^ea list no lenger dure 
For in a pitte vHH fee serpentee to take 
]}owe wente al nakei j so fy defe to make S 

IT Adiyane wbiche , with fy eraffty laboni' // Adr»«. 

Made Theseus to slee ))e Minetawre / 

And by a thteede / frome f y fadcrs prysouD 

Made him t«flcape / and fiyne housbande bycome 12 

By helpe of Fedra / f y sustre ^ai vitE him yeede 

Whilest fou slepte / and so he qwytte )iy meede 

■WTie[r]off fe goddes / hade of >y pytee roufe / 

And to a stBire transfoanned fee for tronfe / 16 
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" Jib cbontoub made by chauoier." vii 

IT Jjifl noble qweene of Cartage . feyre Dydo naif m 

WHcB of Pite , lesceyved Eneaa ao / // oode Djao qma* of cuUge. 

Affter frome Tioye / wiljl tempestes in }>e eee 

Vnneofe anyved / in-to Mr cuntree / 20 

Sheo mtide him lonl and sheo hia humble wyre / 

AVherby ellaa / sheo lost© / bofe ioye and lyve / 

For whane eheo wiste / J>at he was frome hir goo 

Yppoa hia Bweide / sheo roof hir herte a-twoo / 24 

IT It ia gret right ^at youie boontee Lncrease 

Be putto in writing' / and alaoo your goodnesse "ofHnMT 

WyfP to fe SeuatouT / gode Collatyne 

Whidi thoruj^ fenvye / of Roraayne Torqwyn / 28 

For yee to him / volde never applye / 

He ravisahecJ yowe / where-off it waa pyte 

WitA a Tyiaunt* ful score against yome wille 

He caused yowe / for sorowe / youre selfF to spylle 32 

T What noblesse shewed Jjou DemophoQ Phillos 

Whome to Jiine houabande qwene of Tarce Jjou chas "^^ 

Comjng frome Troye / with tempest alforblowe 

Aa wolde god / fou hadest him wele etnowe 36 

Soone he folate Jiy fredame and Jiy troujte 

"Whaae to his cnutrey , / he yede fat waa ronf e 

Whiche never afFter / for al hia heeate with fee 

EQt-sones wolde mete / Jwt made ^ee aoone to dye 40 

H Borne nobully of Babilloygne Theshe 

From ^e welle / a lyoneaae made pee flee " Thmixi or Bibuii^gn>. 

Where as ])ou seete / Piiamna tabyde 

Ellas he fooude J>ere / by fat welle ayde 44 

Blody Jjy wympuU / and wende Jiott hadest be sleyne 

For which he karffe / fere his hert atweyne 

Wlu<£ whane f ou saug&e / fou woldest no lenger hyde 

But on his swerde / fyne hert did thorovre glyde 48 
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Tlii "pE CROKTOLX HADE Bt CBAtTCIBR." 

1[ Woo is myne hert for Jwe / Jwa laipliyle [i^f «», t»«i"] 

Qwene and ladye of / Leanoou ])e ;le 1 la^jie. 

Wheche wedded was / to lasoA greteBsE man 

And gret wit& chylde / lefft ]ree soone TppoD 52 

Fro Medea whea he to Coluos jeede 

))at for fm pitee / I feele myfi liert[e] bleeds 

To tlienke on al pj soiowe and py woo 

Wher thomgbe ^on dyed and py chylde aboo 56 

K Ypermktra / J«t noble and trawe wyff- 

J)y faders prysoniS / made fee to loese fy lyff" "^^J^J^7 ** 

Ful pytously / for Jiat fon wolde not flee 

Lyue )>me linsbande / as he comanded pm 60 

Whiche was pe sons / of daan Danao 

Egistes bro(>er / fy fader it fel soo 

And al v/aa but hia owen iaatasye 

)>at he his bro])er sons / weat for to dye 64 

H )}e Borowe ^ou toke ^e / . qnene AICDste ' 

"Whane SeyseJ^ynehnsbande/fayleclJioeof byheate "|J,2it™ 

Whome for to fyude / )iou sought him ay weopiiig< 

Hit happende soo / ^ou saugEe him dede fletyng" 68 

VppoB fe see / and to him leepe anoone 

Witfi bim to dye / so woo was him begone 

Where fat of yowe f e goddea hade grete pitee 

And lyche seemewea / tianafonimcd him and fee . 72 

' HUtaken for Alof one : see The Sethe of Blawnelte iht Jhtfh' 
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ODD BITS OF CHAUOBR. 



3. 
TWO ODD BITS OF 



1. Cue Stanza (Book I, 8t xci, Linea 631-7), WUe Men 

ieari' by FooU: from Shirley's paper MS. R. 3. 20, 
Trin, Coll., Cambr. 

2. Three Stomas (Boot III, St. xxxviii— xl, Linea 260- 

280), in a Poem, The Tongue, &om a paper H8. 
Ft i. 6, Camhr. Univ. library. 
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X. Wiaif UKN UUHN BY FOOLS. SSISLBl's MS. A. 3. SU. 



"WISE MEN I^ABN BY FOOLS. 

8t. XCL of the Fiist Book of Chauoet's TV^iltw. 

[Shirl^a MS. B. 3. 20, Trinity Coll, Library, Ocanbridge.'} 

Fandare to Troylas 

IT A . whestone u no terving . inatrnmenf I 

And yiUe . it makejm / eharpe kerring toolis 

If }>ow . wost oug&t / where fat I hane miswenf 

Eschawe . fiow fiat / foi suche thing to ))ee Bcoole ia / 4 

J)U9 wyse men / heon offt / ware by foolia 

If Jjowe do Bo / fy witte is wele bowarei 

By his contrarie , is every thing declared 7 

^ Qui servit nequam / mercedem non capit eqnam 
Omnia qui querit / perdere dignns erit 

[Copied and read by Mr W. AldU Wriff/d.] 
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THE TONOCK. VS. fj. 1. fl, CAUBK 



THE TONGUE. 

[Gmiir. JJmv. Libr. MS. Ff. 1. 6, leaf 150 hca 3 ffontot 
from Chottoet'a Troaut, TO. 308 — 322.] 

0) 
Ther is nomoie dredfi:^ pestelens / 1 

Than ia tonge that can flatore & f age 
For with liis coisyi) crabbed Tiolena / 
He entectetlL folk** of euerej Age / 4 

Woo to tongM &ouwanI of tber Longange 
Woo to tongu fkbe fnrynut ko.^ woode / 
Whiche of no peraoil neuer con eay good / 7 

(2) 
Wherfor me eemethe it ia wel syttjng / 8 

Euejyche mail other to commende 
And Bay the best alvay in leportyug / 
Fot in wel saying nomafl may ofFende 1 1 

Wherre men say wel god wyll hys grace send / 
Aftyr men beiO meiO most theyi' pryse vp reyae 
Aityi thef deeairyng a-Ioawe hem or dyapreyse 14 

(3) 
Bat whet' a thyng Tttorly is vnknowe 1 fi 

Lette no mafi ther haetely be of sentens 
For Byghtfiil lugegu sittyng on a roowe 
Of ther weedome and tbeit' high pradena / nHfiWiiwiii 18 
welle oP trought hane some evedens / 
I mene aH suche as gonemed be by grace 
Or eny worde ont of therw lyppye passe 21 

Ff. 1. e 
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MS. if. 1. «, CAVBIi. 

(4) (Chftucer'a TroUue, Boot IIT, at. ixxviii, L 260-6 ».) 
false tong so oftya hei' befoi' 22 

Hast thou made mony on Inyglit of hetre 
Sfiy welaway the day that I was homo 
And mosy a maydia sorowe foi to newe 26 

An($ fuT the more part? al is vntmwe 
Xhaf meu of yelpe / & hit wer' browght to ptere 
Of* kynde Donne Awauntur ys to leve / 28 

(6) (Chaucei'a TroUmt, Book UI, bL xxiix, L 267-273.) 
Avauntur and a Iyer a& is/ oil 29 

An<l thus I pose whoma!! graunteth me 
Hey loue and feythe that other woUe eche non) 
And I am ewome to holde hit aecre 32 

I-wys I am a wauntui at the leste 
And a Iyer* for I hreke my he-hesto 34 

(6) (Chaucer's Troilus, Book III, at. xl, I. 274-280.) 
Now loke thou yf they he oi^ht to blame 3S 

Suche mauer folke what I clepe hem what / 
And hem a-vaunte of wemen) and by name / 
That neuer yet be-hyght hem this nor that 38 

N« knewe hem more than) my olde hatte 
No wonndni is/ so god me sends hele 
Thowgh wemen) drede wtlA ts men) to dele 41 

m 

A gooiJ god of hya high grace 42 

Lo what fortune ia take hede 
Whei* her' lyketh sche marketh hir chasHe 
Now most I in servyae my lyffe lede 46 

Bothe loue serae and eke drede 
As he thaf is boonde and wol not be free 
Byght 80 brithe hit now by me/ 48 

ExplicithjC- 

■ In Horrls's AMlne edition, vol. iv. 237-8. In B. Belt's edition 
the Hues are 302-8, 309-16, 316-22. Dr. Morris's printer has not 
numberd the linei of the Proem with thMa of the Book, as b« 
ihould bs>T« dOQB. 
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May luit t\U tnToylett Balade is Chatmer'*, in hii ith PeH»dT 
May be,- but itn'tf—F. J. F. iSept. 1879.) 

NEWE - FANGBLNESSB. 

(fymes .- -esse, -ace, -eii£) 

[Cotton Cleopatra, D vii, vdlam, ah. 1430 aj>., leaf 189, 
lack.^ 

(1) 

Madame, for your newe fangelnesse, 1 

Mania a sematuit haue ye put oute of* grace. 
I take my leue of youi' Tn-atedfastneaae ; [ivs.Dr^un] 

For irel I wote, while ye to lyre haue space, 4 

Ye kunnougEt loue ful half yeei' in a place, 
To newe thingea youi* lust is Euer bo kene, 
In Bted of Blue, thus may ye were' grene. pvs.nnii]] 7 

(2) 
Eiglit ae a Mirroar, that nothing may enpreBse, 8 

But lightly as it cometfi,^ so mot it pace, [pHHiamL] 

So faretfi * youi' love ; your werkes beretK ^ witueaae. 
Tber ia no fei^ that may youi' hert enhrace ; 11 

But as a wedercok, that tumeth * his £>ce 
Wi^ euery wyni, ye fare, and that ia sene, 
In Bted of Bliwe, thus may ye were grene. 14 

(3) 
Ye migbt be ahiined for [youi] biotilnesss IS 

Bettir thanne Dalide, Ciesside, or Candace, [MS.Tudiw) 
For euere in Changeng stondeth * youi* sikemesse ; 
That tacche may no wigbt firo youi' hert aioce ; 16 

Yif ye leae ood, ye kunne wel tweine pwrchaee j 
AH light for aomer — ye wote wel what I mene — 
In sted of Blewe, thus may ye werB grene. 

Explicit 
* One ayllable,— «om'th, far'th, ber'tb, torn'th, stoudth or itont 
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FOREWORDS. 

Abtkk I finiaht the Odd Texts of Ckaueei'e Mittor 
Foemg in 1S80, I copied five more at Cheltenham in 1882 
from the Fhillipps MS. 9053, and Mr. George Parker sent 
me four from the Bodleian. I put them aside in tho hope 
that others would tain up, and forgot all about them till 
Prof. Skeat sent me hie excellent edition of the Minor 
Poemt on Dec. 20, 1888. Hia admission of the Harleian- 
78 copy of the continuation of the Pity as genuine, 
reminded me that I had another copy of it from the 
Phillippe MS., and this showd {as Prof. Skeat pointed 
out) a unique last verse. It became therefore advisable to 
print the laid-hy copies ; and here they are. 

No doubt the /^((/-continuation — here cald by Shirley's 
name for the whole pooiu ' The Balado of Piteo ' — ought to 
be. printed as throe separate poemx : 1. in 7-line stanzas, 
2. in teiza-iima, imperfect, 3. in 10-hne stanzas; but as 
they are all on the same subject, and the MSS. run them 
into one another, there is no great harm in keeping them 
under one head, in separate Beetions. 

When I first printed the Harleian copy in our Odd 
TexU Appendix, pp. id. -v., it seemd to fall off so towards 
the end that I didn't feel sure that it was Chaucer's, nor 
did Hy. Biadshaw. But as the two MSS. of it give it to 
Chaucer, and both are evidently from a Shirley copy, or 
transcripts of one, and its rymea keep Chaucer's laws, we 
may well hold this poem genuine, independent of oui wbh 
to make it so, on account of its witness to Chaucer's try at 
Dante's terzorrima. 
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The three EcondeU fiopji the last page of the Pep^s 
MS. 2006, which oui friend Fiof. Skeat bas kindly 
printed at the end of the Appendix here, I am willing to 
accept as Chaucer's, because of their nierit and their 
Chaucer ring. The Netee-Fangleneaae which I printed on 
the fly-leaf to my Odd Texts Appendix, I still maintain is 
not Chaucer's. lior can I acknowledge as genuine either 
of the other Buppoeititions poems — An amorous Compleint, 
p. 218 ; Balade of Compleint, p. 222~-which Prof. Skeat 
hae adoiitted into hia edition of Chaucer's Minor Poems.* 
There is no external evidence for them; no MS. gives 
them to Chancer; and the inteinal evidenoe of worth is 
against them, tat, tho' they observe his rymes, they are 
neither characteristic of him not good enoi^ for him. 
We cannot admit as valid the canon ih&t all lyric poems 
which do not tran^resa Chaucer's laws of rymc, final e, 
ctesuia, &c., and use hie phrases, are his. I hope Pro! 
Skeat 'U bunk these spurious things out of his second 
edition. 

Brituh Mimum, 5 Noe., 3890. 



F.8. As I foiget whether Pve heretofore printed the 
reasons which made me in 1862 give up The Mtdher of 
God as Chaucer's, and asdgn it to Hocoleve, I state them 

The only MS. of the poem I saw myself, Atcfa. Seld. B 24 
(Scoteh),gaTe it to Chaucer.' So did the Advocates' Library, 
Edinburgh, MS. 18, 2, 8.* The poem was so much better 
than Hocdeve's long and dreary englishing of £k Regimine 

1 He prints Nema-FangUneue b; ils old title in Stowe'B edlUon, 
•Agf^iut Women uuconstaunt,' p. 185. 

» Parallel TexU, p. 144, col. 2. 

" Parallel Textt, p. 189, ooL 3 ; p. 144, col. 3. But, bb Brad- 
ehan always allowd, Uia evidence of Scotch MSS. attributions ia 
Cliaucer ia not worth muoli. See tlie Hunterian SociBty's print of 
the Bannatyne MEL See also Btteat'e Miner Poem*, p. zlli^ line 1, 
and p. ixxv, the lower half. 
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Principis that I didn't think The Mother of Ood could be 
his ; Btill, it was not cbaracteriBtic of Chancer, had not his 
mark, and had one non-Chaucer ryme; honoure, care, 
U. 64, 66. But ia the Oanterhury Tales, we find armour 
with a double form (see New Engl, Diet.) — cote-atmures, 
trappures. Knight's Tale, 72/2499, and cote-anuour, flour, 
Sir Thopas, 196/2057 ;— also in the Vemta, which I hold 
genuine, avetUttre, honoure (Tb.), 11. 22-3. Ab the Oxford 
and Kdinbio M8S. said it was Cbaucei's, Hy. Bradahaw and 
I accepted it I did not see the FhiUipps MS. of the Mother 
of God when ita copy was printed in oar Parallel Texts. 
Dr. J. A. H. Murray kindly copied it for me. But when 
1 got to Cheltenham in 1882, and took up the Fhillipps 
MS., I saw it was one of Hocclove'a presentation copies, 
in the aame hand — his own, I hold — as his Durham MS., 
and his Ashbumham MS., with the doable curve of a 
B inside his W, &c I had therefore to admit that the 
MS. evidence was in farour of Hoccleve being the author 
of Tlie Motlitr of God. On reading the Virgin and other 
short religious poems in the Fhillipps MS., and later in 
the Ashbnrnham one, I found them far better than Hoc- 
cleve's long De Regimine, so that he might well have 
written Tlie Mother of God, which I before thought he 
hadn't wit for. Therefore, his own copy giving him the 
poem, it not fitting ohronologieally into Chaucor'a works, 
and its having a ryme which was his and not Chaucer'a, 
besides being more like his work than Chaucer's, I was glad 
■ to withdraw my former opinion, — given before I'd seen 
Hocclere's three presentation MSS.,— and to acknowledge 
The Mother of God as his. 
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PEILLIPFS MS, 9063. 
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THE OOUPLEINTB TO FITS. 



THE COMPIiEYNTE TO PITE. 

[Phillipps MS. 9053 pajier, 1 ab. 1460,^. 91 : alferd eopj/ 
of Skirle-j/s Harleiati 78, PardlM-Text, p. 41, leitk his 

abominable 'vertutnta' for 'Hereniis' ^ Erinnyes,in I. 92.] 

And now here folwitfi A complaynfr of" pite made bi 
Gefifray Chauder the Aureaf Poete that? euer was 
founde in oure Tulgar to fore his dayes 

<i) 

Ite whiche thatf I liave . soi^hf so yoer 1 

P Wit6 hert sore . ful of besy poyne 

That* in this worM . was no wighf woer 
Withoat the detfi . and if< I shal naf feyne 4 

My puTpOB waa , of* pito for to pleyne 
And eke vpon . the cruel tiiaunye 
Of love thaV for my trowtti . dotti me to dye 7 

(2) 
U And whan that" I bethynk" . of certayn yeeria 8 

Had exier in oon . a tyme sought* to speke 
To .pite I ran . albe-sproynt? wit& teiu 
To preyen hir . on crnelte me wreke 1 1 

Buf or I myglifci . witJl any word onf breke 
Or tellen any . of" my peynes smeif 
I foude pite ded . and bnryed in an berf 11 

(3) 
il And dovne I fel . whan I aig& the heraa Cp. vt\ 

De4 as Bton . while thaf the awoogE last* 
Baf vp I rose . wil£ colours wel diuerse 
And pitously . myn len on hir caaf 18 

And nere the corpse . I come to presen fasf 
And for the aoule . I shope me for to prey 
Me thought* me lorn . thci was no nobhir wey 21 
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42-43 PA&-TEST 

12 THI OOKPLBirSTK TO PTTK. FBIHTPPS MS. MSS. 

w 

1i Thus am I alayne . ntH thaf pite is dec} 
Alias tlie day . thaf etur if sliiild befalle 
Whaf maner man . dai now here vp bis hede 
To vhom shal . my boiotM berf col 
Sov ctnelte hatS: casf . to slen vs al 
In Idel hope we live . redlea of peyne 
Situ she IB ded . to wliom slial we compleyue 

(6) 
^ Ihufl am I skyn . sitfi thaf pite is ded truly' 
Bat yef enraeBitli me . this wonder nuwe ' btuj 

That no w^lif wof hir ded . but" orJy I 
So many a man . thaf in hii tyme hii knewe 
.And yif she dyed naf . al so sodoinly 
For I have sougbf hir . fnl busily («»*«> 

Sith fiisf I bad wif . (^ mannes mynde 
£uf she was dede . or that I cowde hb f^de 

(S 
H Abowte hii hers . etooden there boiatoualy 
Withonf maky&g' dole . as thougbf me 
Bonnte . Parfite . wele aiayed and Bichely 
And fressll beaute . Insf and lolite 
Assared man«r . tbot^bf and honesto 
Wisdam estate . drede and gooemauns 
Considied both . by hand and aseurauns 

m 

// A compleynf had I . writen in myn hand 
Fo[r] to have pntte . to pite as a biH 
Baf whan I al this . company thei fon^ 
That rather wolden . al my cause spill 
Than do me help . I hield my compleynf stUl 
For to the folkes . withouf any faile 
Withonten pite , ne may no bil availe 
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TEB COMPLBINTB TO PITE. 

(8) 
H Than leve I al these vettues sauf pite 5 

Kepyng' the hers . as ye have herd me seyne 
Confidred al . by l>an<J of craelte 

And bien assented . that* I shalbe elayne 5' 

So thaune I puf . my compleynf vp sgeyne 
For to my foomen . my bil I dursf naf ehewe 
Theffecf of the mater . was tiiie at? wordes fewe 6' 

(9) [T/ie Bill of CompteiW.] (Te™ I. 1) 

H Humblesse of- herf . lughesf oP reuerence lUui^'biS"''' 

Benyngne floure . corowne of vertues al 

ShowitJi vnto youre . aonerayn excellence 

Youre Beraaunt yif I duret' . my self so col 6 

His mortal harme . wbiclie he ia in fal 

And naf alonly . fot his eyil fare 

But" for youre Eenowne . aa I shal declare 6 

(10) (L2) 

H If standith thus . yowre contrarie Cnielte 6 

Alyed ia . agensf youre Begalye 

Vnder the colour . of wommanly beaute 

For men shultJ naf . loo knowe hir tirannye 6 

Wil£ bounte GentiUesse . and cnrteaie 

And hath deprived yow . now of yoMJ- place 

That highf beaute . aporteuaunf to grace 7 

(11) (1.3) 

1i For kyndoly bi youre . heritage and righf 7 

Ye beth annexed . eucr to beaute 

And verraily ye oughten . do youre myghl? 

To helpe trowl^ . in his adaei^ite 7 

Ye betfi also . the corowne of beaute [p. » 

And certes ■ if ye wanf in thia wey 

Theworlcl is lorn . ther ia no more to Bcy 7 
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(12) (Tern II. I) 

II Eke whaf availitS . mamer or gentillesse 
WitE jow braiygne . and faire creataie 
Shol craelte be now . oure gon«meiesse 
Alias . what" herf . ahal may thaf endure 
Wlierfor but yo . the rather taksD cuie 
To breke of thoo p«j-sones alliaance 
Yo bImi Uieym . that* bien of* yowr obeiaannce 

(13) (11.2) 

H And furtbet oaer . if ye su£&en this 
Youie renoun) is fredom . thaf with a tliiowo 
Ther shal no wighf wete , whaf peyne is 
Alas that youre renoune . Bhiil<t be so lowe 
Te bien than . from your heritage I-throwe 
By crnelte . that ocoupietfi your place 
And we dispaired . that sechen to youre grace 

(14) (IL3) 

H Have mercy on me . ye vertuous qwene 
That yow have Bought , bo trewly . and ao yoore 
Lete the atreame of< yonre light , on me be Bene 
Thaf loviffi and dredith yow . ay lengger the more 
The Botll for to sey . I here the bevy peyne 
And tboa^ I be nat konnyng* . for to pleyne 
For goddjs love . have mercy on my peyne 

(15) (rmilll. 1) 

II My peyne is this . that whaf so I desire 
That have I nought . ne nought that lith therto 
And eaer settiUi desire . myn hert on fyro 
Eke on that other side , where so I go 
What maner thyng" . tliat may encresemy wo 
That have I redy . vnaought enery where 
Me lakkit£ buf my de& . and than my bere 
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(16) (ni. 2) 

f What* neditH if . shews parcels of 1117 peyne 
Situ enery woo . that" herf may bethynk" 
I soufiie and yiV . I dar Daf to yow pleyse 
For wele I wote . although I wake 01 wynke 
Ye recchen naf . whether I fleets or aynk* 
Yif neu«rthele8 . my trowtJl I ehal suatene 
Vn-to my det£ . and thaf shal wele be sene 

(17) (m.3) 

1[ This IB to eey . I wil be youres enere 

ThougB ye me alee . bi cruelte as a foo 

Algates my spirit' . shal neu^ disBeuer 

From your seruice . for any peyne or woo 

Kow pite thaf I haue aoughf bo yore agoo 

Thus for yowre deth . I may wele wepe and pleyne 

Wim herf soie . al ful of besy peyne 



[The Baiade of Pite printed in the Appendix, p. 42-6, 
runs on here, as if it were port of this CompleyrUe.^ 
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2. 

Jnelibs anb %tak. 

(THE COMPLAINT OSLT.) 
PH1LL1PP8 H8, 8209. 



MOBB ODD TMVta. 



ib. Google 



ib. Google 



PAH.-TBKT lCO-161 
ANBUDA AND ARCITE. PHILLIPPS US. St9». 19 



ANELIBA AKD ARCITE. 

I'HE COMPLAINT. 

[Pkillijips MS. 8299, {about the middle. 2 leaves vellum, 
1 paper, ab. 1450 xd.).] 

(31) {Oompleini 1. Proem.) 

So thirlitfi with the poynte of lemembraunce pa' a] 211 
The Swerde of" sorowe y-whett witil fals pleeatmce 
My herte bare of" blya and blat oP hewe 
That Tnmyd is in to qnakyng al my* daimce > us.timr 
My aewertee in to a wapped conntenaunce 215 
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HiHb it an&illetli not for to be true 
For who 80 tniyst is it tOiati hir rae 
That eemetli love and dotfi her obseruanuce 
Alway tiH oofi and vbaunge it for no newe 

(33) {CampleiiU 2 j Mm>eme>U I. 1.) 
I woto my self aa wele as any wi^fit pmi A,bMk) 
For L lovid ooH with eS my hert and my^t 
More than my self an JiimdretB JP aitfi [» -=«'.«■ 
And callid hym myO hertea day and my kny^t 
And was ^ his ala fer as it was light 
And whan that he was glad than was I blitE 
And his disese was my detfi as awyl^ 
And he t^yne his troutfe hatll me pUgBt 
For euennore Ms lady me to kjHi 

(33) {Co»ti,lein( S ; Movement L 2.) 
Ifowe is he fals allaa and causeles 
And of my woo he is so rewtheles 
That witb oute worde hym lust not dayni) 
To bryng a-gayne my sotowf aH hert in pes 
For he is thaugfit Tp in another lees 
And as hym lust so laghes he at my payn) 
And I conne not my wofuH hert lefreyn) 
For to lone hym alwey neuer the lease 

[ 1 

(34) (Gompleint i ; Movement I. 3.) 
And sh^ I playn) alias the harde stounde 
Vnto my foo that gaae myne hert a woande 
And yet deayretfi that my herme be more 
Te certeys for that shdl oner be founde 
None other helpe my sores forto sounds 
My disteyn) haffi happe* bo f titt yore 
I vrdii no nother medicyne ne lore 
I -n-oS be euer as I was ons bounde 
That I haue 8ai<J be saitJ for euermore 
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FAR.-TBZT 164-165 
ANBLIDA AND ABCITE. PBIU.IFFS US. 829S. 21 

(36) (Cmnpleint 6 j Movement I. i.) 
Alas where is becomyn} youi' gentilnesse 247 

Yonre wordis fnfi of< pleaseaimce and liumblenesee 
Youi' obsernaunce on so low mautre 
And ynai' awaityng and your besynesse 
yppoa) me that je callid your maistresse S01 

Youi' Bousrayne lady of this worlde is hare 
Alasse is there now nother worde ne chore 
Ye witsauf* vpon) myiD heuyneese PbTB] 

I-wya your loue I by it aH to dere. 265 

(36) {Compleini 6 ; Movement L 6.) 

Nowe certes swete yP that ye 256 

Thus cauaelea decaosec} be 

Of my dedely adiiersite 

Youre namely tesoune haUt it to leapite 259 

To sle youi* frende and namely me 

That neuer yet in no degre 

OffeadiiS yon as wysely he 

That bR wot of" wo my sowle quyte 263 

Bnt ior 1 waa soo playn) Etsite 

In a& my werkea mnche and liteH 

And so besy you to delyte 

Myne honoore eauf* meke kynde & free 

^ Therfore ye put on me this wite 

And of my aoiowe reche not a myte 

If that the swenle o6 payne bite 

My wof uH hert thui^R your cruelte 

(37) {Compleint 7 ; Movement L 6.) 
My swete foo whi do ye so /or ehame 
Thynke ye that forthered be yowr name 
To love anew and be vntrue nay 
And pttt you in eclanndre newe and blame 
And do me aduersite and grume 
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That louetli you most god wel fmi woost alwey 

Nowe tume agayne and yet be playfi som day 

And than ehi^ this that nowe is mysse 1ie game 

And aS fotyeuen whiH that I lyuen may 280 

(38) (Compleint 8 ; Movement II. I.) 

Lo hert myne aH thia you for to sayne 281 

As whether shaH I pray or ela playna 

WLiche is the way and do jou to be true 

For owther mot I haue you in my chayfl 

Or witfi the det£ ye mut depart vs twayfl 285 

There be no nother mene weys new 

For 80 wisly on my 80ule god rue 

AIs vetaily ye sle me wiUl the payn 

That may ye see vnfeynyd on my hue 289 

(39) (Compldnt 9; Movement IL 2 : left out, as in 
Shirley's MSS., Parallel-Texts, p. 166-7, Sufxplmnentary 
Text, p. 52-3.) 



(40) (Compleint 10 ; Movement II. 3 : 4 & 5 rymea in ed&) 

And shi^ I pray and weyuefi womanheede cicotb; buk] 299 
Nay rather dye than do so fowle a dede 
To aske mercy causelea what nede 

[ 

303 

But if that I to you may no nother wayes bede 

For myn excuse a skome ahaH be my mede 

Your" chere floureth but yt wol not sede 

FuH loi^ ^00 me ougfit have taken hede 307 
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(11) (ComphirU 11 ; Movement II. 4.) 
For jt I myg&t liaue you to my&e agayfi 308 

I myght als wele kepe Apiile fro layB 
As to holde you and make you stidfoste 

myghty god of treutti Booerayfl 

Where is the trouth of man nbo haHi yt ilayS 312 

For who thaym louyttl ahaH fynde Jiaim as faete 

Als in a tempeat ie a roten maste 

Ib that a tame beste ^t is ay faya 

To flee a-way whan yt ia leeat agaat 316 

(42) {CampkiTU IS ; Movement U. 6.) 

Mercy swete yf I myseaye 317 

Haae I oi^ht epoken oute of ^ way 

1 not my wit ifl half away 

I fare as doth {« song of Channtplui' 320 

For nowe I playne and nowe I play 

I am so mased that I deye 

Aisite ha^ borfi away the keye 

Of t^ my worldly good auentni* 324 

In aS this worU tliet' \a no creatni^ 

Wakyng in more discomfitac' 

Than I ne more aorowe endui* 

For if I slepe a forlong or twey 328 

Euw thynketb me that youi* figui* 

Before me standee m ajui' 

To profir and nowe ensut' 

To be true vnto me tiS ye deye 333 

(43) (Compleiiil 13 ; Movement IL 6.) 

This long nyght this wondre sight I drye 333 

And on the day for tbilk* affray I dye 

And of 9& this my ewete I-wls ye ne reche 

And neuer moo myB eyeft two ben drys 

But to yont' rut& and to youi' truth I crye pnfc, ptpii] 337 



dbv Google 



170-171 PAR.-TEXT 

24 ANELIDA AKD ABCITB. PHILLIFPS XS. SSSB. 

But weleawey fuH fer be thay to feche 

Thus holdetfi me my destonye o wreolie 

And me to lede out of* tluB drede oi gye 

Ke may my wit so weeke is yt not Btrecbe 341 

(44) (Compleint ii; ConetuHon.) 
Than enda I thus sit£ I can do no more 342 

I yeve yt vp for nowe and euennore 
For shaH I neuer put efte in balannce 
My sykemes ne lerfi ot loue the lore 
But as the swanne as I haue harde aay yoi* 346 

Ageyns his det£ s^getK his penaunce 
So syng I here my destany and chaunce 
How that Arcite Anelida so sore 
Hath ther-led wiffi the poynt of lemembrannce 350 

[There ie no ibih Slanxa in Oo^muation.'] 

Here endetfi the compleynt of" Anelida the Quene of 
Hermenye vpon fals Arcite of Thebeee, 
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I. PHILUPP8 MS. 8299. 2. HATTOH I 
3. Ha ABCB. BELD. B. 10. 
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PAR-TEXT lOS-409 
TBUTH. PSILLIPPS iTS. B29d. 27 



TRUTH. 

[FhUligpa M3. 8299 {at the end of Chaaeei'g Tide of 
OrUsilde, written on as Part of the Tale).] 

[And let hym) care wepe wryng and wayle] 

(1) 

Fie from Uie prees and dw^ with sot&bstneBee 1 

Snfiise the thyne owns thoi^b it bo smali 

For horde hat£ bate and clymbyng tykylneeae 

Frees hath envye and welo blente aaer aR i 

Favom* nomore than thou behove tihaA 

Bewle weH thy self' fat other forkw canst Tede 

And tteutti the sh^ delyuer it ia no drede 7 

(8) 
Tempest the not aS ciokis to redreese 8 

In trust of her that tumyth as a batt 
Muche wele stondeth in litifi besynes 
' Be ware therfore to spume ayenst an ^ [ioainci II 

Strjv not as dotfi to Crokke wiffi the wdl 
Daunte thy self' that dauntifit an opera dede 
And treut^ the shaH delyuer it is no drede 14 

(3) 
That the is sente leceyue in buxumnease 15 

The vTastlyng of< the worlde aeki& a fall 
Here ia noon home here nys but wyldernease 
Forth pylgrjme forth . forth best oute of J)y stall 18 

Knowe thy contrey loke vp thanke god of aB 
Holde the high wey and let thy goste the lede 
And txeuth shall the delyner it is no drede 21 

Explicit, &c. 

[This MB. followB the 4 best— Par. -Text 107— in reading Hivi- 
peit for pepie in I. 8 ; Snime thy aiittreg for Looks vp on iye In 
I. 19 ; and Ilotde the high mey for Weyve M i>"t in 1. 20 ; but it 
variex from the two main classes of the M88. by leaving out ^ing 
and its variant good in 1. 2 ; and rcadiag ' Suffise the thyiie meae,' 
a unique half-line, I Ixiliuve.] 



dbv Google 



408-409 FAR-TKIT 

28 TRUTH. BATTON MS. 73. 

TRUTH. 

[Batton MS. 73, leaf US, back (Bod!, Libr.y] 
€!ood conseylli?. 

(1) 

FLe fro the prees And dwelle with aotJlfaatnesae 
SuiRse vn-to thi goo<i though it be Bmal 
For hoonil liat£ hate . And clymbynge tykulnesae 
Frees hat£ enyye . And velo is blent ouet' al 
SanoQi^ no moi" than) the bihoue ahal 
Do wele thi-self that othei' folk canst lode 
And tiouthe the shal delyuei' it is no drode 

(2) 
H Feyne the nat aJle crokede to tedresse 
In tniste of hir* that turneUl as a bal 
Giet reete atondetb in litle bisinease 
be-wat* also to spnme a-geynat an al 
Stryf nat as doth the crok with the wal 
Daunte Uii-self that dauntest others dede 
And Irouthe the shal delyuet' it is no drede 

(3) 
IT That the is sent . receyne yn buxumnesee 
the wrastelyngge with the world axsetfi a fal 
Hei' is non home hei* is but wildemesse 
Forth piJgryme forUl . fort£ beest out of thi stol 
Loke Tp an hie And thank god of al 
Weyve thi luste And lete thi goost the lede 
And troutho the shal delyuere it in no drede 

^ The outIe o/ r* realty mean e in tliie copy. 
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[as. Arch. Sdd. B. 10, lea/{at md of Harding's Chronide, 
p.i.of' The Protterbea of Lydgate ") : Bodl. Libr.\ 

Ecce bonum consilium gal&idi chancers ccmtra 
fortuimm. 

<i) 

FLe from the prece & dwett with sothfaetnes. 1 

SyfFyae vnto thy god thoughe if be smaH. 
For hoorde hat'.ie hate Si clymbynge tykilnes. 
Prece hathe enuye & welle is blent oner all. 4 

Sauouie no more than the beboue sbalL 
Rule tby-eelfe tbaf other folke caiiBt' rede. 
And trouthe the shall delyner if is no dreda. 7 

(2) 
Payne the not* eclie croked to redresse, 8 

In trnate of her that" turueth as a ball. 
Giete rest* / stonde in litiU besynes 
Beware abo to apome agaynef a wall 11 

Stryue nof as dothe a code with a wall 
Dannt thy-self thaf dauntesf other deda. 
And tioathe the shall delyuei it is no drede. 14 

(3) 
Thaf the is sente receyue it in buxiunnes. 15 

The wrastlynge of this worlde askeUie a fall. 
Here is uon home / here is but wyldemes. 
Forthe pylgrym forthe beete oute of the stall. 18 

Loke vp on hyghe an[d] thanke oure lorde of all. 
Weye thy luste and let thy gooste the lede. 
And trouthe shall the delyuei if is no died& 21 
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PAB.-TBZT 434-433 
LACK OF STBDFjlSTNKSe. HATTOH MS. 73. 33 



LACK OE STEDFASTNESS. 

[Hatton MS. 73, leafU^. {Bodl. Libr.).} 
These baladdis were aerwl to the kyng*. 

(1) 

SnmtTme this world was so atedefost Ami stable 
that mannes wokI was obligacionn) 
Bat now it is so ials And disceyrable 
that won} and dede as in coucluaionn) 
ben no tbyng< on foi turned vp so douii) 
Is al this world for mode and wilfulnesse 
that al is lost for lak of stedefaetnesse 

(2) 
H What makeUl this world to be so variable 
but lust that folkt's ban) in discensioun) 
For now adayea a man is holde vnable 
but yf he can) by som) coUnaioon) 
Do to his neygbbui' wrong" or oppresBtouii) 
"What causetS that but wilful wreochodnesse 
tliat al is lost for lak of stedefastnesse 

I?) 

H Trouthe is put doun) resoun) is bolde fable 

Vertu hatli now no domynaciounJ 

Pyte exiled no man is mercyable 

thnrgh couetyse is blent diacrecioun) 

the world hath mad a permutncioun) 

Fro rygbf to wrong" fro trouthe to fikulneese 

that al is lost for lak of stedefastnesse 

KOBB ODD TESTS. C 
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BATTON MS. 78. 

// Lenvoy // 
H . prince ilesyro to be honunble 
CheryBshe thi folk . and hate extoTciouii) 
SufEre no thyng" that may be repioueable 
to thyn) estate don) in thi regionn) 
Sbewe forl£ thi ewerd of caatigaciouo) 
Diede god . do lawe . lone troutbe and rightwesnease 
And dryne tbi peple a-gayn) to stedefastnesse. 
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6. 

Jforfime. 



MS. ABCH. SELD. B. 10. 
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[MS. Arch. Seltl. B. 10, at end of Hardtng'g Chronicle, 

and p. 2 of ' The Prouerbes of Lydgate,' Bodl. IJ,'br.'\ 

Fanpe^tas coiiq^eritur super foitanam. 

0) 

THis wredchid wo[r]lde is transmutacioun. 1 

As wdie / and wo / now pore / & now / honowr, 
Withouten ordre / or wyse dyacrecyon. 
Gouemede ya by fortunes errouro. ' 1 

But* neaeithelca / the locke of her fauonre. 
Ne may nof do me / aynge thougbe fat I dye, 
I'sy toutz p«rdu mon temps et mon labour. 
For fynally / fortune I defye. 6 

(2) 
Yet me lefte the syght of my reason. 9 

To knowe frende foo f o in my myrroure. 
So moche hath yet' thy turaynge vp and dovne. 
I-taughf me to knowe in an honre. 12 

Buf treuly no fors of thy reddoure. 
To hym that* on hym-selfo hathe maystiy. 
My sufTysannce shall be my socoure. 
For fynally fortune I defye. 1 6 

(3) 

Socrates thon stedfast* cbampyon. 17 
She tnyghf neuer be thy tormentoure. 

Thou neuer dreddesf her oppressyon. 

Ne in hei chere founde thou no fauoure. 30 

Thou knewe well / the deceyte of her coloure. 

And that! her moate worship is to lye. 

1 know her eke / a fala dyasymuloure. 

For fynally fortune I dyfiye. 21 
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442-443 PAB.-TEXT 

36 FORTDNB. KB. ASCB. SKLD, B. la 

(4) Piter. Fortana ad paupertatem. 
Ko nun is wretchede but hjm aelfe it wene. 
And he tliaf hathe hym-eelf hathe Buff jsannce. 
Why saysf thou than I am to the bo kene. 
That? hasf thy-self onte of my gonemiannce. 
Say Hme gtamercy of thyne hahonndaiince. 
That thon hasf lent? / or this thou ehalt nof etryue. 
What wotefif thon yet hon I will the ansnnce. 
And dee thon haste / thy beet? &ende aljne. 

(6) 
I hane the tavgfi^ / dyuyByonn betwene. 
Ftende of effecte / and fiende of countenaunce. 
The nedeth not / the gall of non hen. 
That coieth eyen / dnk for penaunce. 
Nowe seynf thon clere / thaf weie in yngnoraunce. 
Yef holde thyn anker / and y«f thon maysl? aiyue. 
Tbete hoonte beieth / the keye of my substaunce. 
And eke thon hasf thy best* frende alyne. 

(6) 
How many hane I lefosede to snstene 
Syth I the fo^erode / hane in my pleasannce. 
Wjlte thou than make / A statute on thy quene. Ci 
ThaV I shall be ay at thyne otdynannce. 
Thow borne arte in my reygne of vaiyannce. 
Abonte the whele with other musif thon diyue. 
My lore ia better than iby wycked gouemaunce. 
And ^e thon hast^ thy best' frende alyne. 

(7) F&npertu ad fortnnun. 
Thy loie I dompne . if^ is adnerayte. 
My frende / maysf thon not rene blynde goddes 
And that* I frendea knewe / I thanke it the. 
Take them agayne / lef them go lye on pieaae. 
The n^ardes / kepynge theyie ryches. 
Fronoetyke is / her toure Uioa -wjlV aaaayle. 
Wyckede appetyte / cometh a before eykenesse. 
In g^ierall tiiia role may nof f ayla 
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PAR.-TEXT 414-445 
FORTUNE. its. ASCS. SBLD. B. 10. 39 

(8) FoTtnna ad paupertatem. 

Tbow pyuchesf af my mntabOite. S7 

For I the lente a droppe of m; ryclieese. 

And nowe me lykethe to withdiave me. 

Why sholdesf thou my toyallte oppresse. 60 

The se may ebbe / and flowe more and lease. 

The Bkye hathe mj^hf / to shyne tayne and baylL 

Bighf so may I etowe my britylnesae. 

In geneiall tkie role may nof faylL ' 64 

(9) Fanpertas ad fortnnam. 

So execucion of the mageste. 66 

Thaf bU puniayetli of his lyghtwysnes. 

That same thynge fortune clepe ye. 

¥e blynde bestes / full of rudenesse. 68 

The heuen hathe properte of aykemesse. 

This worlde hathe euei / restles trauaylL 

Thy Iaat< day ia ende of myne intresse. 

In generall I this rale may not fayle. 72 

Fines. 

[FoUotet ! — Ecce bonam coDsiliiun galfridi chauceis contra 
fortnnam. Priced above, p. 29.] 
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|arst. 



PHILLIPFS Ma 9063. 
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PURSE. 

[Fhillippe MS. 9053. Paper, Ub. 1450, jw^e 31.] 
Chaucer [in Jh, St&ufs hand], 

(1) 

yow my purse . and to nonotber wight* 1 
V Complepie 1 . for yow [are] my lady deen 

1 am 80 sory thaf ye bien Ughf 

For certis . but if ye make me bevy chiete 4 

Me were as lief . to be leyde on bieie 

For whicbe . vnto yowre mercy thus I crye 

Be^ bevy ^eyne . or ellis musf I dye 7 

m 

II Now fouchesaufi tbia day . or if be nygbf 8 

That I of yow . tbe bliaful aowne may here 

To ae youre coloure , aa tbe sonne brigbf 

That" of" yowre eye . lownesae battl no peere 11 

Te bien my light" . ye be myn bertia feere 

Qwene of comforf . and of company 

Eeeffi bevy ^eyn . or ellis muaf I dye 14 

(3) 
H Now purse tbat^ betfi to me my lyP my ligbf 15 

And souerayne lady downe . in tbis worbt hero 
Out of this towne ■ help me tbnr^ youre mygbf 
Silb tbaP ye wil naf . be my tresorere 18 

For I am shave as nygh . as any frere 
For whiche . vnto youre mercy I crye 
Bieth bevy ageyne . or ellis musf I dye 31 

Tbua fair is printed in ChaDce[i] foL 320. Tnder y* name 
of Tho: Occleene. / 

[Lydgate's ' Alias fortune . alias wbaf hano I gilf,' is added 
as a continuation of Chaucer's Poem, as in Haib 2251, 
Par.-Text 449, coL 3.] 



dbv Google 



ibiGooglc 



1. THE BAIADB OF PITBE (FhlUippe MS. 90G3) vrlth a unique 

final Btania. 
3. BODBDELS (Fepys MS. 2006). 
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I. THE BALADE OF PITE. 



(Phillippg MS. 90G3, If. 96, where it is writtan in s\ 

are m&rkt ^ — bh part of the Onnpla/tUe to Pile priQlnd sbove, 
p. 11—16. All the linea start level in the MS., but are inset 
bet*, to show the structure of the poem. This oopy U from 
one of Shirley's ; cp. Bias, 1. SI. For the other Shirley copy, 
Harl. 7S, see our Odd Tfiett ef Chaucer'i Miter Poemt, Ap- 
pendix, p. ii— V.) 

{L 7-line Stanzas, 1) 
H The louge nyghtis . whan eiwy creature 1 

Sbuli) have theyr reaf , in Bomwhaf be kynde 
Oi ellis ne may theyr ii^ . nought* longe endure 
11^ fallltb mosf . in to my vrooful mynde 
How I 80 fer have brought* . my self* behynde 5 

That* sauf' tbe det£ , tber may notbyng* me liase 
So diepaired I am . from al bliase 7 

(1.2) 
IT This same thought" . me lastitb til the morow 8 

And from the morow . furtti til if be Eve 
There neditfi me . no care for to borow 
For botfi I have gode leyeet . and goode love 
Ther ia no wighf . thaf wil my wo'bireve 12 

To wepe InougK . and wailen ol my fill 
The sore apart oP peyne . now dotK me apiH 14 

(3) [IL TerM Bima, 1] 

[. -iH] 

H This love thaf haUl me sef . in euche a place 
Thaf my desire . wil neuer fulfill 17 
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For neither pile . mercy . neyther grace . [p. s 

Can I naf fynde . and yit* my aorowful herf 
For to bo dede . I can it" naf arace 

The more I love , the more she dotfi mo emerf 

ThurgR whiche . without* remedye 
That from the dethe . I may in no wise aateif 



(4) [IL Tei-za RUm, 2] 

1[ Now Bothly what" she highf , I wil reherce 24 

Hii name is boante . Bet< in wommanhede 

Sadnesee in yowtK . and beaute prideles 
And pleaaunoe . vnder gouernaunce and drede 27 

Hir surname ie' eke . f aire row theles c uIohs.. brii] 

The wise I-knyf . vnto goode aventnre 

Thaf for I love hii . ahe sleetb me giltlee 30 

Hir love I bpsf . and shal while I may dure 

1[ Better than my self . an hundred tlioasand dele 

Than al this worldis . tichea of creature 33 

Now hath naf love . me bestowed wele 

To love there . I neuer ehol hane parf 

Elaa righf thus . Is turned me the whole 36 

Thus am I slayn . witJl loves fury darf 

I can buf love hir besf . my swete foo 
Love hath me taughf . nomore of his arf 39 

Buf servo a] wey . and atynf for no woo 40 

(5) [in. Tenrline Stomas, 1] 

H In my trewe careful hort , there is 
So moche woo . and so litel hliase 

Thaf woo is mo . tbaf ener I was bore 43 

For al thyng" whiche I desiio I mysae 
And al tliaf ou<^ I wold naf Iwisse 

That fyn«J I redy . to me euermore 46 

And of al this I nof to whom me pleyne 

For she thaf myghf . me ouf of this bryng* 
No rocchil^ noii^hf . whether I wepe or synge 
So litel rowl£ . hatll she vpou my peyne [p. n] 60 
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(6) (ELS) 

H EUs whin depjag tjme is , lo thmn I waka 
Whin I Bbnlil dmnce . for teem lo thm I qwake 

[- J 

This faerj lifP I leede . loo tor jowre sike 

Though ye thenf . in no wise heede tike 
[. no gapt in Oe MS.] 

MjD hcxtia lid J . ind hole my lives qweoe 
For trewly dnntf I a^ . ind thit' I fele 
He aemeHi thit' jokt sweete hoii' oP ateela 

Is iriietted now . aycms me to keoe 

(7) (in.3) 

4 My dere herV . ind beaf be-loTed foo 
Why likiffi yow . to do me al this woo 

What' hane I don . thitf greriffi yow or sude 
BdV for I serve . and love yow and no mo 
And while I live . I wil tmer do aoo 

And therfoi sweete . me beth nif evfl B|Myeil 
For so goode and bo Iiiie . ss ye be 

IV wem ligbf grete wonder . bat^ ye h») 

Of* al aeroaontiB . both of goode and bad 
And leat worthy of al henL , I am ha 

(8) (in.4) 

IF But neu«1ihelea , my lighf lady swete 
Thon^ that I be vnkonnyng' and vumeete 

To serve as I kowde . ay yowie hienease 
Yit in iker non &yner . that wolde I heete 
Than I to do yonre ease -. ot ellis beete 

What 80 I wist" . that were to your hyeneeae 
And had I myght . as goode as I hane wil 

Thau shuld ye feele . where it were so or nou 

For in this worU . than livyng" ia ther non 
That fayuer wolde . youre hertis wil fulfil 
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(9) (III. 5) 

H For botR I love . and eke drede yow so sore 
And ttl^atis mote . and have yow don ful yoore 

Thaf bettir loveiJ is . non ne neucj- shal 
And yif I wolJ besechcn yov oP nomoro 
Buf lovitli wele . and beffi naf wrotR tlinrfore 

And lete me seme yow forffi . lo this is al 
I'or I am naf so hardy . ne so woode 

For to desire . that ye shul^J love me 

For wele I wote . elas that' wil naf be 
I am so litel worthy . and ye so goodo 

(10) (IIL 6) 

For ye be oon . the worthyesf on lyve 
And I the mosP vnlikly . for to thryve 

H yit" for al this . wileUi ye right* wele 
Thaf ye ne shul me . from youre service dryve 
Tliaf I ne wil ay . wiffi al my wittes fyve 

Serve yow triewly . what wo so tliaP I fele 
For I am sette on yow . in suche niano-e 

Thaf though ye aeaer wil . vpon) me rewe 

I ninst" yow love , and bien euer als triew 
As any man can , or may on live [here] 

(11) (III. 7) 

H Euf the more thaf I love . yow goodly free 
The lasse fynd I . thaf ye loven mo 

Elas whan shal thaf . hard witte amend 
Where is now , al your woniniauly pite 
Youre gentilnease and you!" deboharite 

"Wil ye nothyiig* theroP . vpon roe spende 
And 80 hoole awete . as I am yowrcs al 

And so grete wil . as I haue yow to serve 

Now «rtis , and ye lete me thus sterve 
Yef have wonne theron , buf a smal [p-ot] 

MORE ODD TESTS. 
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(12) (III. 8.) 
H For ati my knowyng' . I do naf why 
And this I wil begeche . yow bertily 

That there oner ye finde . whiles ye live 
A triewer enraauaV to yow . than am I 
Lovet£ thanne , and sle me hardily 

And [I] my deth to yow . wil al forgyve 
And if- ye fynde no trewer . so verily 

Wil ye suffre tlum . that I thus spil 

And for no maner gUf . buf my goode wil 
Ala goode were tlmnne . vntriewe aa triuwe triewly 

(31) (Unique final etansa, HI. 9) 
IT Bnf I my Ufi and deffi . to yow obey 
And with right bnxum herf . holy I prey 

As youre moat' pleaure . so doth by ine 
For wele \eaer is me . liken yow and dye 
Than for to any thyng* . or tbynk" or say 

Thaf yow myghf ofl'enden . in any tyme 
And therfor swete . rewe on my peynea smerf 

And ofi yowr grace . grauntitli me aom tlrope 

For ellis may me lasf . no bliase ne hope 
TSe dwelle withyn . my trouble careful herf 

Explicit Pyte 

dan Chaucer Lauceire (?) 
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II. ROUNDELS (MERCILESSE BEAUTE).' 

(^inn MS. Fep]^ 2006, p. 390 tutd lail.) 

[I. Captivity.^ 
Yowre two yen wdl ele me sodenly 
I may the beaute of them not austene 
So wondeth it thorow out my herte kene 
And but yottr word will helen haately 4 

Mi hertis womit^ while that it is grene 
Tour yen &c. [= two first lines.] 

Vp-on my trouth I sey yow feithf ally 8 

That ye befl of my lifEe and deth the queno 
For vith my deth the trouth shalbe sene 
■ Yowr yefl && [= three first lines.] 

[H. Rejection.] 
So hath yowre Beaute fro yowr herte chaccd 
Pitee that me nanaUleth not to pleyn 
For danger halt youre mercy in his Cheyne 16 

Giltless my deth thus hail yo me parchaced 
I aey yow soth me nedeth not to fayn 
So hath yowr Beaute &c. [= lines 14, 15.] 
Alas \a\i nature hath in yow composed 31 

So grete beaute }aX no mafs may atteyfi 
To mercy though he sterue for the peyfl 
So hath your beaute &a [= lines 14, 15, 16.] 

[III. Escape.] ' 
Syfi I fro loue escaped am bo fat 
I neuere thenk to beil in his prisoa lene 28 
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SjQ I am fre I Conitle bym not a bene 

He may answere & sey this and that 

I do no for* I gpeke ryght as I mme 31 

Syfi I fro lone &c [= line* 27, 2^] 

Iiove hath my name latrike oat ol his sclat 

And he is strike ont of my bokes Clene 

For ener mo this is hod o^ meoe 36 

Syn I fro lone &c. [= liiiea 27, 28, 29,] 

Expliea. 

N.B, The copy printed by Percy {Bdiqses of Antieitt 
Poetry, Series the Second, Book I), though taken from 
tiiis MS., abounds in errois. Not connting expansions of 
contractions, &c, his errors are as follows : — 1. Youro ; eyn 
will. 3. wendeth. 4. words. 5. My. 6. Yonre two 
eyn will sle me sodenly {uSiere the MS. Itaa only Yoxr 
7^ &«., QTid M here righf in making yen follow Your 
immediaielff). 14. youro beauty ; chased. 15, n'availeth. 
16. dannger. 17. have ; omilt me ; pui^ase>L 21. cont- 
passed. 24. youie. 28. neie thinks. 31. speak. 36. P. 
gtufgegts ther for this {prohaWy he in right ; but he omift to 
<pt,-e the reeling this).— W. W. Skeat 
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